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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 25 June 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 25, 2012 at 7:44 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller 





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


                      
              Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:              Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor 
              


                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Stabile.
Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 11, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of June 11, 2012:  


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Merrill  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “f” be removed for a separate vote. 

Mr. Phoenix explained that due to outstanding fire code violations the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Plainfield Lodge #885, Inc. was removed from Resolution No. 06-25-12-01a.  

Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-25-12-01a, b, c, d, e and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01a  WHEREAS, the following applicants have applied for renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption, Plenary Retail Distribution or Club Licenses for the period July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013 and the submitted application forms are complete in all respects; and

WHEREAS, the applicants are qualified to be licensed according to all statutory, regulatory and local government ABC laws and regulations; and

WHEREAS, with respect to club licenses, the submitted applications are complete in all respects, including submission of the club member list; the officers and directors of the clubs are qualified according to all statutory, regulatory and local governmental ABC laws and regulations; and the clubs maintain all records required by N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.8 (special events open to non-club members) and N.J.A.C. 13:2-8.12 (true books of account for receipts and disbursements);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the following applicants for the period July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013:

1814-32-011-011
J & N Wine and Spirits LLC, t/a Buy Rite




      967 US Highway 22 West

1814-33-001-003
L Penaloza LLC, t/a The Bridge




      50-54 Watchung Avenue

1814-33-003-004
El Salvador Inc, t/a Tesoro Salvadoreño Restaurant




      64 Somerset Street

1814-33-004-003
164 Somerset St LLC, t/a Top Shelf




     164 Somerset Street

1814-33-008-006
Mi Mundo Latino LLC, t/a Mi Mundo Latino

                                          375 Somerset Street
1814-33-007-007
Italian-American Social Club of North Plainfield, N.J., Inc.




      403 Somerset Street

1814-44-005-008
Clinton Liquors of North Plainfield, Inc., t/a Clinton Liquors

     64 Watchung Avenue

1814-44-006-005
R&R Spirits Inc., t/a Star Discount Liquors




     25 Greenbrook Road


1814-44-012-005
Glaadstone, LLC, t/a Herb’s Liquor




     194 Somerset Street
1814-44-013-012
Rock Discount LLC, t/a North Plainfield Discount Liquors




     1196 Route 22 

1814-31-017-001
Plainfield Gesang-und Turn-Verein, Inc.




     220 Somerset Street

1814-31-019-001
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks




Plainfield Lodge #885, Inc.




     473 Somerset Street

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01b  WHEREAS, applications have been filed pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-10 for licenses to utilize certain lots within the Borough of North Plainfield for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has received certifications from the appropriate Borough officials that the applicants have satisfactorily complied with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulations;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue licenses in accordance with the filed applications to the applicants listed below for the utilization of certain lots within the Borough for the display or storage for sale of motor vehicles for the period July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.

 
1.   Dibre Auto Group LLC, t/a North Plainfield Nissan


      545 Route 22 West 


2.   Global Motors Corp., t/a Global Auto Mall

1099-1155 Route 22 West


3.   Mike Joseph Masi, d/b/a M&R Auto Sales

 
      505 Somerset Street


4.   VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda Inc.


       700 Route 22 East
     

5.   VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda Inc.

 726-750 Route 22 East


6.   VIP Cycle & Sport Center Inc., t/a VIP Honda Inc.


       767 Route 22 West


RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute an Agreement with Garden State Fireworks, Inc., P.O. Box 403, 383 Carlton Road, Millington, NJ 07946-2002 for the public display of fireworks on July 7th, 2012 for an amount not to exceed $9,000.00.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:   
Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 102 Lot 1 

$41,578.43

FNA Jersey Lien Services, LLC


Certificate #11-00115




575 Route 70 2nd Floor


Premium


  40,200.00

PO Box 1030







Brick, NJ  08723

Block 102 Lot 1

$     151.37

JN Properties
Certificate #09-00293




175 Market Street #301



Premium


       100.00

Paterson, NJ  07505

Block 83 Lot 16

$     272.64

KSG Associates

Certificate #11-00087




5 Weequahic Avenue








Newark, NJ  07112





   



RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01e  WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Department of Veteran Affairs that Joseph Acinapura III, 232 Oneida Place, North Plainfield, Block 15.03 lot 23, qualifies for a 100% permanently disabled person and has been allowed that exemption by the Borough Tax Assessor; and

WHEREAS, the permanent and total evaluation was assigned effective November 19, 2009 by the Department of Veterans Affairs; and

WHEREAS, taxes have been levied on his property for the second half of 2011;

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that taxes be cancelled for the third and fourth quarter of 2011 in the amount of $3,661.20.   

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on: 

Contractual Matters, regarding

Bd. of Education Recreation Facilities Agreement

Somerset County Libraries Agreement


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.   The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-01f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 25th day of June, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 6-0-1.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.3

	
	Re:  Violation of 22-115.7

	Somerset County Park Commission Horticulture Department 
	Re:  Perennial Garden Party July 21, 2012 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 

Mrs. Forbes requested further discussion of the Police Consolidation study.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
William Walsh, owner of 647 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield, residing at 111 Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the potential demolition of his fire damaged home.  Explaining that he had only learned of the impending demolition on Sunday evening, the speaker claimed that he had never received an order of demolition from the town.  Addressing the possibility that his neighbors were upset about the appearance of the burned house, he requested the time necessary to obtain financing to remove what needs to be removed and to rebuild the house.  The Council President encouraged Mr. Walsh to speak with administration during the recess.  
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, was impressed with the speed at which the Borough was working to have the house on Rockview Avenue demolished while the house at 40-42 Washington Avenue still stood after nine years.  Explaining that the organization New Jersey for Open Government (NJFOG) advises that there is no way for the OPRA custodian to research and archive private email addresses of elected officials, the speaker stressed the need for all elected officials to use npmail.org email addresses to ensure transparency in government.  Citing several of the property maintenance violations he had brought to the attention of the appropriate Borough officials, he reported that the violations still exist.  Further assuring that he would take these violators to court, he advised that he would call Mr. Rodino as a witness.  He concluded by requesting that administration look at the job performance of certain employees.  
Sherlon Modeste, 224 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the Borough’s commercial vehicle ordinance, explained that he is an electrical contractor representing 23 business professionals in town.  Entrepreneurs in town need clarification.  A neighboring realtor received violation notices for having her small vehicle “wrapped.”  Expressing his support of the new commercial vehicle ordinance, he requested consideration from the town where he lives and pays taxes.  The Council President explained that the original ordinance prohibited the parking of commercial vehicles in residential zones.  After amending the ordinance, clarification from the Attorney’s office is being awaited after receiving push-back from Somerset County and the New Jersey Department of Transportation.      

Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, advised of overgrown trees obscuring road signs at the intersection of Greenbrook Road and West End Avenue.  

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced the Fire Department’s softball fund raiser for Al LaJeunesse would be held on Saturday, June 30 at 11:00 a.m.  The Fourth of July parade will begin at 10:00 a.m. on July 4 at the high school and the concert and fireworks display will be held on July 7 at West End School.  
Mrs. Forbes, announcing that the second edition of the Pride newspaper hit the streets today, offered thanks to Gail Cain for her hard work.  
Ms. Miller offered her sympathies to Mr. Walsh.

Mr. Singleterry, thanking Mr. Modeste for his comments regarding the commercial vehicle ordinance, expressed his pleasure at hearing from someone in favor of the ordinance. 
Council President Stabile called for a recess at 8:14 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.  
Mr. Bernstein reconvened the meeting at 9:04 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.  He explained that discussions in the executive session surrounded contractual matters regarding the Board of Education Recreational Facilities Agreement and the Somerset County Libraries Agreement.   

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-02  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield and the North Plainfield Board of Education wish to enter into an Agreement for the Borough to use certain athletic fields, tennis courts and gymnasium under the Board’s control for parks and recreation purposes and the Board wishes to enter into such an Agreement as well.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement on behalf of the Borough with the North Plainfield Board of Education to use the Board recreational facility as per said Agreement.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-25-12-03 WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into an Agreement with the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders as to the North Plainfield Branch Library for the use, responsibilities, obligations and duties concerning the maintenance and operation of the North Plainfield Branch of the Somerset County Library System. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement with Somerset County as to the North Plainfield Branch Library for the reasons stated above and in the Agreement.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


                           06/25/12


