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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting  of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 23 July 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, July 23, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller 

                      
              Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President 

Also Present:               Michael Giordano, Mayor         


                  David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank Righetti (not excused)





Douglas M. Singleterry (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.  
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 9, 2012.

Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 9, 2012:  All in favor.   

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

Mr. Bernstein requested that item “d” be removed and considered at a later date.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote. 


Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

07-23-12-01b, c, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01b  WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all  ages; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Somerset;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. 
The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of Request for Application - 

 
Municipal Alliance grant for calendar year 2012 in the amount of $17,420.00.

2. 
The Borough of North Plainfield will secure a 75% match of $13,065.00 of in-kind

services and a 25% cash match of $4,355.00 will be raised by the Municipal Alliance
 
Committee or provided by the municipality, and a copy of the proposed agreement is on 

file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

3. 
The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the 

Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit
 
requirements.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO ACT AND EXECUTE AGREEMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH DURING THE TIME THE BOROUGH COUNCIL IS NOT IN SESSION
WHEREAS, there are certain periods of time when the Borough Council is not in session and no meetings are scheduled and/or held by the Borough Council; and,

WHEREAS, during such time when the Borough Council is not in session, or where otherwise appropriate and/or necessary, certain actions may need to be taken by the Borough of North Plainfield with respect to paying bills, executing agreements and other such items; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council will only be holding one (1) meeting during the time period between July 23, 2012 and September 10, 2012; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize the Mayor and/or Mayor and Borough Clerk to take any necessary action on behalf of the Borough during the time the Borough Council is not in session including, but not limited to, paying bills and executing agreements on behalf of the Borough.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and/or the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to pay bills, execute any and all agreements and/or take any other action on behalf of the Borough which becomes necessary during the time the Borough Council is not in session and no meetings are scheduled and/or held by the Borough Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Oscar I. Yanchapanta


Miguel A. Jimenez



809 New Brunswick Avenue

120 Jackson Avenue



South Plainfield, NJ  07080

Dunellen, NJ  08812





          Rizwan G. Malik





 301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 267





  North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2012 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

                                             Imtiaz Ahmed, t/a

                                       Golden Cars Service LLC

                                         182 Westervelt Avenue

                                      North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of July, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  La Ronde, Miller, Stabile
Abstain:  Forbes, Merrill

Resolution carried 3-0-2.  

Mr. Bernstein requested that Resolution No. 07-23-12-02A be amended to correct various typographical errors.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 07-23-12-02A  WHEREAS,  in 2006, in an effort to address citizens' concerns over rising property taxes, the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Somerset County Municipal Managers' Association initiated an effort to identify and examine specific areas that presented opportunities for the delivery of improved municipal services at less cost; and,

WHEREAS,  a regionalized police department was one of the twelve (12) areas identified for improvements and, in May of 2007, a plan of action to initiate an examination of regionalizing policing services was formulated; and,

WHEREAS, the Freeholder Board hired a consultant to perform a study that, in addition to a feasibility study, specifically determined the total cost of law enforcement in Somerset County and provided a comparison of demographic profiles resulting in a proposed model of a regionalized police department; and, 

WHEREAS in February of 2011, the results of this study prompted the formation of  a Prosecutor's Task Force to examine the proposed model.  This task force consisted of two (2) individuals from each of the twenty-one (21) towns in Somerset County, appointed by the Mayor of each of those towns, twelve (12) representatives from police unions, and fifteen (15) at-large members; and

WHEREAS, the appointed members formed seven (7) sub-committees and worked tirelessly to explore all aspects and components of a countywide force, and as a result, a final report was unveiled and presented to Mayors, Police Chiefs, and  representatives from all twenty-one (21) municipalities in Somerset County; and,

WHEREAS, Mayor Michael Giordano and Police Chief William Parenti attended the County's presentation and provided copies to the members of the Governing Body for their review and comments.  This study was also posted on the Borough's website and a Public Forum was held where comments from the public were heard by the Borough Council and public comments pertained to economic efficiencies in addition to the current levels of service quality; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further discussed the public’s comments and offered their own recommendations at a scheduled Council meeting where this discussion was listed on the agenda as advertised.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby chooses not to participate in  the Regionalization of the Police Departments in Somerset County, as proposed in the Prosecutor's Task Force on Regionalized Policing final report dated April 12, 2012.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be mailed to the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Somerset County Prosecutor and the Task Force Vice Chairman.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried with all five voting aye. 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  June 2012 Bulletin 

	PSE&G


	Re:  Notice of Filing and Notice of Public Hearings

	
	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Electric and Gas Customers

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  3rd Quarter 2012 Billing 

	Kleinfelder East, Inc. 
	Re:  Underground Storage Tank Removal Notification – Former Exxon Facility #33249

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Municipal Solid Waste Collection 

	
	Re:  Recycling Delivers Both Economic and Environmental Benefits to New Jersey

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation 11-4.3



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the status of the investigation of the removal of trees from Green Acres property.  Answering Mr. D’Amore, Mr. Hollod advised it has not yet been determined if trees will be replanted.   


Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, applauded the Council for opposing the consolidation of police departments.  The speaker urged the Borough to continue to work with Somerset County in an effort to find ways to save money.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano thanked the Car Nutz Club for the success of their second annual car show.  He announced that the Farmers Market will host their third annual festival consisting of a full day of activities on August 4 and the Police Department will host their National Night Out on August 7.   

Mrs. Forbes encouraged everyone to attend the adult recreation softball games on Sundays.


Mr. La Ronde happily reported that 65 adults had signed up for softball this year.  Thanking the Car Nutz Club, he commented that they enjoyed nice weather for the car show.  


Mr. Merrill commented that the Council’s vote opposing the police consolidation in no way diminishes the hard work Mr. Hollod, Mr. Sosa and Chief Parenti put into their subcommittees in an effort to better serve the County.   

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

07/23/12


