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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday , 13 August 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 13, 2012 at 7:35 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller





Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry


Also Present: 

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President (excused)



The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council Vice President Singleterry.          


Council Vice President Singleterry requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council Vice President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, suggested that the sign on Somerset Street welcoming people to North Plainfield be covered until the area has been cleaned up.  Commenting that the boundaries of the Green Acres property have been established, the speaker questioned if the Hidden Trail resident would be allowed to keep his shed on Green Acres property and if the trees he had removed would be replaced.     


NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Telephone Service from Broadview Network – D.E.H. Mr. Hollod explained that the Borough currently uses Verizon for telephone service.  Advising that the market had become quite competitive, he explained that the Borough stands to save approximately $2,600.00 per month by switching to Broadview.  Responding to Mr. Merrill, the Administrator advised that the Resolution would be amended to include coverage for the entire Borough, not just the Police Department.  
2.
Harrison Avenue Roadway Improvement Contract – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that this resolution awards the contract for Harrison Avenue roadway improvements to DM Fernandes, LLC.  Due to a minor mathematical error in their quantities, the cost amount will be approximately $3,000.00 lower than originally anticipated.  Work is set to begin shortly, he concluded.   
3.
Municipal Building Façade Repair Bid – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that the 2012 Capital Budget includes these repairs to the exterior of Borough Hall.  One hundred years of wear and tear to the stone masonry have resulted in leaks, specifically to the Council Chambers, he remarked.  Reporting that work would begin almost immediately, the Administrator advised it will likely conclude by the end of the year.  
4.
Construction Engineering Professional Services – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that two vastly different bid amounts were received for the Municipal Building Façade Repair Bid.  The Administrator suggested it would be in the best interests of the Borough to use an inspection contractor to monitor the work for the duration.  

OLD BUSINESS:
2.
Taxi/Limo Ordinance – L.L.R.  Mr. La Ronde explained the need to clearly define taxi owners and drivers and called for an increase in the fees for drivers.  Suggesting twice yearly vehicle inspections, he proposed collecting a fee for such, as well as ensuring that taxi company owners notify the Clerk in writing when they move their base of operation.  Commending Mr. La Ronde for his efforts to date, Mr. Merrill suggested that now is the time to restructure the ordinance to benefit both the citizens and taxi operators.  Mr. La Ronde requested that the Attorney’s office draft something to be brought before the Council at the next meeting.       

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  


Mr. La Ronde reported meeting with the Shade Tree Advisory Board regarding monetary reimbursement for Borough trees which have been cut down by residents.  Mrs. Forbes remarked that the Borough should already have regulations in effect applying to  residents damaging or removing public property.  Ms. Wiebalk suggested that the Zoning Officer may already possess the power to issue summonses to violators through the Shade Tree Ordinance.  Mrs. Forbes added that if the Borough already possesses that authority, no amendment to the Ordinance would be necessary.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

08/13/12


