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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 13 August 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 13, 2012 at 7:59 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller 




Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council Vice President

Also Present:  
            David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.  
Council Vice President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 23, 2012.

Council Vice President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of July 23, 2012:  


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Miller


Abstain:  Righetti, Singleterry    

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council Vice President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
Mr. Merrill requested that item “f” be removed for a separate vote. 

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

08-13-12-01a, b, c, d, e, g, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01a  RESOLUTION AWARDING HARRISON AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT CONTRACT TO DM FERNANDES, L.L.C. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS PROJECT ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, concerned for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens it serves, desires to make certain roadway improvements to Harrison Avenue in the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. seq.), did prepare a scope of work and did solicit bids for the performance of such work; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield did receive and open a total of nine (9) bid packages which conformed to law; and,


WHEREAS, DM FERNANDES, L.L.C. of Carteret, New Jersey submitted the lowest bid of all conforming bid packages submitted in the amount of Two Hundred Ninety Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-One Dollars and Seventy Cents ($290,741.70); and,


WHEREAS, the bid amount received by DM FERNANDES, L.L.C. for the work to be performed is within the previously determined Engineer’s Cost Estimate; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has applied for and received a grant for said Harrison Avenue Roadway Improvement Project from the State of New Jersey, Department of Transportation, Municipal Aid Program in the amount of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby award to DM FERNANDES, L.L.C. a contract to perform roadway improvements to Harrison Avenue, located in the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made contingent upon and subject to the approval of the New Jersey Department of Transportation; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby authorize the Mayor, to sign and/or execute any and all such documents that may come before him as presented by the Borough Engineer and/or Borough Attorney, in furtherance of the Harrison Avenue Roadway Improvements Project, without the need for any further formal action by this Borough Council.  
RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01b  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $56,700.00 FOR THE 2012 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $56,700.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the NJ Department of Transportation Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $56,700.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

NJ Department of Transportation Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01c  RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF AN OBSOLETE BOROUGH VEHICLE FROM THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO THE NORTH PLAINFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, Department of Public Works is in possession of one (1) 1998 Dodge Mason Dump truck, bearing New Jersey Registration Number MG-85547 and  Vehicle Identification Number 3B6MF3664WM288144; and,

WHEREAS, the aforesaid vehicle is no longer usable by the Borough of North Plainfield, Department of Public Works, as same has been determined to be obsolete by the Borough and to have no value to the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, Board of Education is in need of a vehicle similar to the one described herein, and is desirous of obtaining same; and

WHEREAS, both the Borough of North Plainfield and the North Plainfield Board of Education are desirous of limiting taxpayer expenditures whenever and wherever possible.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the transfer of title and use of one (1) 1998 Dodge Mason Dump truck, bearing New Jersey Registration Number MG-85547 and Vehicle Identification Number B6MF3666WM288144 from the North Plainfield Borough Department of Public Works to the North Plainfield Board of Education at no cost; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Plainfield Board of Education shall be solely responsible for all costs, fees and responsibilities associated with the transference of title; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Plainfield Board of Education shall be solely and completely responsible for the procurement of all applicable policies of insurance for said vehicle.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01d  RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT WITH HEAR CONSTRUCTION, INC. TO DO THE EXTERIOR FAÇADE REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS AT THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH HEAR CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield prepared Bid Specifications and requested Bids for municipal complex exterior façade repairs and renovations for the Borough (the “Project”); and,   


WHEREAS, there were two (2) bidders for the Project; and,


WHEREAS, it is determined that Hear Construction, Inc. is the lowest responsible bidder for this Project; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into a contract with Hear Construction, Inc., 118-07 103 Avenue, South Richmond Hill, New York 11419 to complete the Project in the amount of Seventy One Thousand, Seven Hundred Dollars ($71,700.00) for the base bid work;  Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for Alternate 1; One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) for Alternate 2; Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) for Alternate 3; and, One Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($1,800.00) for Alternate 4, for a total bid amount of Eighty-One Thousand Dollars ($81,000.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Hear Construction, Inc. is awarded a contract to perform the services for the Project and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with Hear Construction, Inc., which contract shall be found in the Borough Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH TO EXECUTE A PROPOSAL FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in the need of a Professional Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services for the construction of improvements to the façade of the Municipal Complex; and,
WHEREAS, Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. is in the business of Providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted Proposal SCE-PO7005, dated August 1, 2012, for the scope of work relating to the construction of improvements to the façade of the municipal complex; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Suburban Engineering Services, Inc. to perform all those services contemplated in the afore referenced Proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that it hereby accepts the Proposal of Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., and hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute any and all documents with Suburban Engineering Services, Inc. on behalf of the Borough. 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder
Block 36 Lot 19

$50,849.49

Plymouth Park Tax Service

Certificate #08-00043




PO Box 5822

Premium


    4,050.00

New York, NY  10087-5822

Block 110 Lot 19.02

$     418.90

KSG Associates

Certificate #11-00122




5 Weequahic Avenue

Premium


       100.00

Newark, NJ  07112

Block 88 Lot 7

$  8,276.15

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #11-00092




290 US Highway 22, West
Premium


    2,900.00

Green Brook, NJ  08812

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayment:
Block 168 Lot 2

$  1,961.23

National Link

3rd Quarter 2012




300 Corporate Center Drive








Suite 300








Moon Township, PA  15108
RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2012, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:
Francisco A. Jimenez-Perez

723 Arlington Avenue, Apt. 3

Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2012 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a

Flash Taxi LLC

63 Watchung Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of August, 2012, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Mr. Merrill presented the following amended Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-12-01f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO UTILIZE THE SERVICES OF BROADVIEW NETWORKS

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is committed to providing services to the citizens they serve in the most efficient and economically responsible manner possible; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield solicited proposals for telephonic service in an effort to reduce its monthly recurring costs for same; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield received a proposal in response to its request for same from Broadview Networks and said proposal does significantly reduce the Borough’s monthly recurring cost for telephonic service; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to utilize those services set forth in the proposal of Broadview Networks and reap the benefit of the decrease in monthly recurring costs for telephonic services; and,


WHEREAS, Broadview Networks is duly authorized to conduct business in the State of New Jersey.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to enter into a contract, on behalf of the Borough for the providing of telephonic services to the Borough of North Plainfield with Broadview Networks for a period of three (3) years; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the terms and conditions of the contract are set forth in a document numbered 1451659047 and are made a part of this Resolution as if the document were more fully set forth at length herein; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no additions, deletions, alterations and/or changes to the terms and conditions of the agreement may be made following the enactment of this Resolution, without a further written agreement and enabling Resolution.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	PSE&G


	Re:  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Gas Customers 

	Borough of Watchung
	Re:  Resolution R17: 7/19/12

	Frank D’Amore 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Land Development/Property Maintenance Violations 

	State of New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Current Balance

	United States Postal Service
	Re:  Letter Carrier Viciously Attacked by Dog

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Administrative Completeness Treatment Works Approval Application No. 12-0201



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested further discussion of the alternate side of the street parking ordinance.   
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the letter the Governor’s office sent to the Borough on July 9, 2012 regarding funds for the Grove Street remediation project, advised that he had requested that the Washington Park Association be copied on all future correspondence.  Suggesting the need for a certified tree expert to work with the contractor during the Grove Street project, the speaker cited 237 Sandford Avenue as an example, reporting that tree roots were cut by a contractor during the installation of a sidewalk causing the death of the tree.           
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mrs. Forbes announced that the Friends of Vermeule will hold their Giant Yard Sale on September 22 and Somerset County will host the Journey Through the Past weekend on October 13 and 14.
Announcing that the Somerset County 4H Fair was held over the weekend, Mr. Merrill reported it to be one of the better fairs in the State. 
Mr. Singleterry commended Mr. Righetti for wearing an Hawaiian shirt for their annual Hawaiian Shirt Night.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

08/13/12


