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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Tuesday , 9 October 2012.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 7:35 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller 




Douglas M. Singleterry, Council Vice President  


Also Present: 

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Deborah Bracaglia, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank Righetti (excused)






Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President (excused)


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council Vice President Singleterry.           


Council Vice President Singleterry requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council Vice President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 12, 2011.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 13, 2011, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 15, 2011 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:

Mr. Hollod presented the following Mayoral Proclamation:

WHEREAS, Leadership Somerset’s goal is to create an active network of informed, concerned citizens who will work together to enhance their leadership skills, and who are committed to improving the quality of life in our communities; and


WHEREAS,  Supporting Today’s Children, Empowering Tomorrow’s Dreams, has become not just the slogan but the objective of one class of concerned participants who believe that the goals of the Center for Great Expectations  (CGE) achieves just that in their efforts to  assist adolescents, young mothers who are homeless, pregnant, abused, some of whom may be in substance abuse recovery, and

WHEREAS, The Center for Great Expectations (CGE) is a non-profit organization located in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, dedicated to saving and changing the lives of these women in need and their babies by providing housing, treatment and nurturing support; and


WHEREAS, it is the mission of Supporting Today’s Children, Empowering Tomorrow’s Dreams to identify and engage sustainable resources and to create broader community awareness for CGE; and


WHEREAS, by garnering the support of all the Mayors and Governing Bodies in Somerset County, Supporting Today’s Children, Empowering Tomorrow’s Dreams achieve part of their goal by bringing awareness to residents in all 21 communities of an organization that has been helping to change the lives of hundreds of women and their children since 1998.


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, Somerset County, State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim October 26, 2012 as 

CENTER FOR GREAT EXPECTATIONS DAY

in the Borough of North Plainfield and ask all citizens to visit the CGE’s internet website at thecenterforgreatexpectations.org in an effort to learn more about this wonderful organization and volunteer or support some of their many needs.


Mr. Hollod presented the following Mayoral Proclamation: 
I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, New Jersey, do hereby proclaim that Halloween will be celebrated in the Borough of North Plainfield on Wednesday, October 31, 2012.  Door-to-door Trick or Treating shall begin no earlier than 3:00 pm on this date and end no later than 8:00 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if the taxicab ordinance requires infants and toddlers to ride in safety seats; Mr. La Ronde replied that state statutes regulate these requirements.  Mr. D’Amore voiced his concerns regarding parents holding infants and toddlers in their arms while being transported in taxicabs.  Commenting on a violation of a Board of Adjustment resolution which requires off street parking for a multi-family house on Sycamore Avenue, the speaker questioned why the violation has not been addressed.  Advising that he had once owned the property, Mr. D’Amore explained that off street parking arrangements must be made available to all of the tenants at the residence.      

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Discussion:  Alternate Side of the Street Parking – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained the proposed plan for the proposed alternate side of the street parking ordinance.
2.
Approving Submission of Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for Belmont Avenue Improvement Project – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that these applications are submitted annually; the Borough had received between $200,000 and $250,000 in previous years. 

OLD BUSINESS:
2.
Taxi/Limo Ordinance – L.L.R.  Mr. La Ronde explained that the Borough Attorney’s office has not yet provided an ordinance; Ms. Bracaglia advised that the ordinance is forthcoming.   
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  

Mrs. Forbes reported that the first meeting was held on the Board of Education’s Strategic Plan.  A consultant will work with the parents, members of the school community and the governing body to determine the community’s concerns.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

10/9/12


