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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of

 North Plainfield, NJ  on Tuesday, 28 January 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 28, 2013 at 7:39 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill  
Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor 





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 





Stephanie Sherwood, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.     
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 14, 2013.
Mrs. Forbes requested an amendment to the North Plainfield Education Association’s presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to Mayor Giordano.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the amended minutes:

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 14, 2013:  

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Singleterry


Abstain:  Righetti, Stabile 


APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER COMMITTEE – One-year term:










Representative of:



Florence Mannion



Senior Citizens Club


HEARING:

PERSON-TO-PERSON/PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER OF PLENARY RETAIL 

CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO.  1814-33-010-009

FROM RUBY TUESDAY, INC. TO LA HACIENDA, LLC.

Manuel Sanchez, Esq. advised that his client, Edison Garcia, is under contract to buy the Ruby Tuesday in-pocket liquor license and move it to 210 Somerset Street, La Hacienda, LLC.  Mr. Bernstein swore in Edison Garcia.  Mr. Garcia announced his intentions of opening an upscale restaurant in the next month and a half.  Answering Mr. Bernstein, the applicant advised that he would like to be open seven days a week with operating hours of 11:00 a.m. until 10:00 or 11:00 p.m. on weeknights, while remaining open later on weekends.  

Replying to Mr. Merrill, Mr. Garcia reported that he has owned Faraon, a three-level nightclub located at 111 East Front Street in Plainfield, for the past seven years and that he had recently sold a nightclub in Elizabeth which he had owned for three years.  Advising that there will be no live music, Mr. Garcia commented that the restaurant will serve Portuguese food and that he expects to employ six or seven people.  Answering Mr. Rodino, the applicant advised there will be approximately 48 tables.  

RESOLUTIONS

Mr. Bernstein requested that the Resolution be amended to include the restaurant’s hours of operation.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-01  WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Mr. Edison Garcia, Managing Member, t/a La Hacienda, LLC located at 210 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ 07060, (hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”) for a person to person/place to place transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-010-009), heretofore issued to Ruby Tuesday, Inc. for premises previously located at 1250 Route 22 Eastbound, North Plainfield, NJ 07060  (now in pocket and held by Ruby Tuesday, Inc., 1956-J University Boulevard South, Mobile, Alabama 36609); and,


WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes.  Pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 6-4.1-4.5, the restaurant would open daily at 11:00 a.m. for lunch with alcoholic beverage sales on Sunday commencing at 12:00 Noon with closing Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights at 11:00 p.m.; weekends, Saturday, Sunday and Monday at 2:00 a.m. (all prevailing local times); and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority has reviewed the source of all funds in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the license and licensed business and the North Plainfield Police Department has found such to be acceptable.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby approve, effective as of January 30, 2013, the person-to-person/place-to-place transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-010-009) to Mr. Edison Garcia, Managing Member, t/a La Hacienda, LLC located at 210 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ 07060, heretofore issued to Ruby Tuesday, Inc. for premises previously located at 1250 Route 22 Eastbound, North Plainfield, NJ 07060  (now in pocket and held by Ruby Tuesday, Inc., 1956-J University Boulevard South, Mobile, Alabama 36609) and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership and take all other actions necessary. Said certificate shall read “This license, subject to all of the terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to Mr. Edison Garcia, Managing Member, t/a La Hacienda, LLC, effective January 30, 2013.”  


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-02 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing February 11, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-02  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 7-3 ENTITLED, “PROHIBITED PARKING,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-3.5, SCHEDULE III, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS”
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mrs. Forbes requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote. 

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-28-13-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-01a  NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM
RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF   NEW JERSEY SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for a project under the Safe and Secure Communities Program, and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has reviewed the  accompanying application and has approved said request; and


WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Borough of North Plainfield for the purpose described in the application;


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that:

1.
As a matter of public policy, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety.

2. 
The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review of the applications for said funds.

4.
The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to the applicant as authorized.
RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03b  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to make the following refunds:



Refund Fee for Certification of Redemption:


Block 50 Lot 2

$ 100.00

Maria Y. Caiza









66-70 Grandview Avenue










North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to cancel the following outstanding checks:






Ck #

Date

Amount

Unity #770002392

12916

12/12

$  120.00  Current






14018

05/12

    149.24






14133

06/12

    272.64


Unity #7700022830

109754
12/12

$  337.00  Payroll






110317
03/12

    126.84






110600
06/12

      66.43






110697
06/12

      93.91

Unity #770002848

    4218
01/12

    273.84  Agency


RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:



Refund of Demolition Bond


Sterling & Lystra Haynes

$  500.00



6 Jimmy Court 



Somerset, NJ  08873


Work site:  30 Harrison Avenue 
RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 20 Lot 17


$    555.49

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00048





29 Palisades Road

Premium



      100.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 200 Lot 8.04 condo

$    559.85

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #11-00202






Premium



      100.00


Block 103 Lot 27


$    399.28

Trade Money LLC


Certificate #12-00147






Premium



      100.00


  


Block 18 Lot 9


$    324.46

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00046





5 Cold Hill Road So., Suite 11

Premium



      300.00

Mendham, NJ  07945

Block 169 Lot 15


$    725.02

Singh Real Estate


Certificate #11-00183





555 W. Lincoln Drive



Premium


                 200.00

Marlton, NJ  08053


Block 144 Lot 7


$    827.84

Singh Real Estate

Certificate #11-00146

Premium



      500.00

Block 8 Lot 4



$13,808.26

US Bank Cust/Tower DBW II Certificate #12-00024





50 So. 16th St. STE 1950 TOW

Premium

                          15,200.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102


Block 103 Lot 27


$    183.78

KSG Associates

Certificate #11-00118





5 Weequahic Avenue



Premium 


                 200.00

Newark, NJ  07112


Block 141 Lot 1


$  2,613.17

KSG Associates 

Certificate #11-00139

Premium



    2,600.00

Block 133 Lot 18


$  1,056.11

Stonefield Investment II

Certificate #11-00132





21 Roger Pitt Drive #202

Premium



       300.00

Monsey, NY  10952

Block 46 Lot 14


$  1,210.03

Stonefield Investment II

Certificate # 11-00049

Premium


 
        300.00

Block 17.01 Lot 12


$18,836.48

Virgo Municipal Finance

Certificate #11-00023





PO Box 1227

Premium



    6,500.00

Hoboken, NJ  07030

Block 94 Lot 12


$     480.19

Derek Walker

Certificate #12-00124





1355 Martine Avenue

Premium



       200.00

Plainfield, NJ  07060

Block 55 Lot 4


$  1,726.92

David Merkin

Certificate #11-00061





608 Derby Avenue

Premium



       700.00

Woodmere, NY  11598

Block 28.01 Lot 3


$  2,662.36

Changsheng Lu

Certificate #09-00228





6 Johnson Avenue

Premium






Cranford, NJ  07016

RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Esthela C. Flores


Manuel J. Rico




31 Steiner Place, 1st Floor

114 Carlisle Terrace 



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Plainfield, NJ  07062



Hugo E. Gamboa


Fersin J. Cadena



983 Madison Avenue


101 Hampton Gardens



Plainfield, NJ  07060


Middlesex, NJ  08846



Holanda Castro


Fabian Soria



318 Susan Court


621 West 3rd Street



North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Plainfield, NJ  07060

Ana V. Perez

316 Franklin Place, Apt. B2

Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Farhat Sultana, t/a



Amparo Mendez-Cobo, t/a


Watchung Limousine LLC


Flash Taxi LLC


108 Ridge Avenue



63 Watchung Avenue


North Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ  07060
RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03h  WHEREAS, the following applicant has filed application for coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2013 and has submitted the required fee; and


WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicant for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:

Jose H. Hernandez, t/a

Mi Mundo Latino

375 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ 07060

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-28-13-03i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 28th day of January, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes, La Ronde


Resolution carried 5-0-2.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for December 2012



	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  1st Quarter 2013 Billing 

	New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Far Hills, NJ
	Re:  New Jersey Land Conservation Rally 2013

	PSE&G 

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  2013 Construction Plans 

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Municipal Rights-of-Way Use for Calendar Year 2012 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter Regarding a Property Maintenance Violation 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, requested that the Alternate Side of the Street Parking Ordinance be amended to correctly read Mercer Avenue as opposed to Mercer Street.    

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, requested the status of the illegal removal of trees from Green Acres property.  Mr. Rodino assured that proper action will be taken regarding the resident if it is confirmed that the trees were actually removed from Green Acres property.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano, commenting on the Borough’s recent meetings with PSE&G, advised that they remain in storm mode as they prepare for future storms.  Planning to cut down trees which grow in and around wires, PSE&G has also introduced a ten year plan to replace outdated poles.  Announcing that Governor Christie intends to focus on storm recovery to the shore towns, the Mayor reported that the Borough’s state aid should remain consistent with last year.    
Mr. Stabile reported on a wonderfully written Courier News article about the Parenti family.  Reading an e-mail from Jack Fowler regarding the Department of Public Work’s quick and thorough cleanup after the storm, the councilman thanked Mr. Rodino on a job well done.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

01/28/13

