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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of

 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 25 February 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 25, 2013 at 8:13 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill  
Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor 




David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk




Stephanie Sherwood, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 11, 2013.
Mrs. Forbes requested the minutes be amended to reflect that Mayor Giordano had announced the Borough’s Facebook page. 


Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes as amended:  All in favor. 

APPOINTMENTS BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:



Dennis Jackson, 1st Alternate


Two-year term



Edgar Marino, 2nd Alternate


Two-year term 
HEARING:

The Council President opened the floor to public comment on the following:
2013 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION

Grove Street Sewer Replacement  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-03 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 11, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-03  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 77-3 ENTITLED, “PROHIBITED PARKING,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-3.5, SCHEDULE III, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS”

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote. 

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-25-13-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h and j
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02a  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by the Council of the Borough of North  Plainfield  that DENNIS JACKSON and EDGAR MARINO are hereby appointed Alternate Members One and Two respectively to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the legal terms expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2016 and until their successors shall have been appointed and qualified.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF UNEXPENDED SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $800,000 AS PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-54 ON NOVEMBER 26, 2012 PER RESOLUTION NO. 11-26-12-02 FOR RESPONSE TO THE EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES RESULTING FROM DAMAGE CAUSED BY SUPER STORM SANDY  


WHEREAS, on November 26, 2012, the Borough of North Plainfield found it necessary to adopt Resolution #11-26-12-02 to make a special emergency appropriation in the amount of $2,000,000 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-54 to meet certain expenses incurred or to be incurred as a result of the extraordinary damage to the streets, roads and other public property caused by Super Storm Sandy (the “Recovery”) requiring the appropriation of funds of the Borough of North Plainfield, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey (the “Borough”), and


WHEREAS, the Borough has now determined that $800,000 of the unexpended Special Emergency Appropriation can be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Borough cancel the $800,000 of the previously authorized a special emergency appropriation.

2. A certified copy of this resolution shall be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services and with the Finance Officer.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02c  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2013
TEMPORARY BUDGET                                   PRIVATE 

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provides for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2013;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2013 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2013:

                                      Salaries       Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND             & Wages      Expenses
20-100  Dept. of Administration     $43,750.00    $ 3,937.50

20-110  Borough Council                  00.00      1,000.00

20-120  Borough Clerk                29,250.00      6,500.00

20-130  Department of Finance        56,500.00      3,375.00

20-135  Annual Audit                                9,250.00

20-145  Tax Collection                              2,375.00

20-150  Division of Assessments      17,000.00      1,150.00 

20-151  Tax Appeals                                 3,750.00   

20-155  Department of Law                          55,000.00

20-165  Engineering                                10,000.00

20-175  Historical Commission


750.00        500.00

21-180  Planning Board                  300.00      1,500.00

21-185  Board of Adjustment             300.00      1,875.00

22-195  Uniform Construction Code    33,750.00      1,125.00

23-210 Liability Insurance                       300,000.00 

23-220  Group Insurance                           975,000.00

23-225  Unemployment Compensation                  15,000.00

25-240  Police                    1,285,000.00     14,756.25
25-241  Crossing Guards              42,500.00          0.00

25-252  Emergency Management          1,725.00      1,975.00

25-260  Rescue Squad Contribution                   2,500.00

25-265  Fire Protection             643,000.00     12,612.50

25-266  Fire Hydrant                               47,900.00

25-267  Uniform Fire Code             3,000.00      1,544.75

25-268  LOSAP                                       1,500.00

25-269  Emergency Medical Services                  5,000.00

25-275  Borough Prosecutor            5,000.00          0.00
26-290  Street & Roads              193,750.00    103,875.00

26-310  Building & Grounds                         13,250.00

26-315  Vehicle Maintenance                        40,250.00 
27-330  Health                       50,750.00     29,250.00

27-340  Dog Regulation                              8,750.00

28-370  Recreation                   22,500.00      4,250.00

28-375  Maintenance of Parks                        1,625.00

28-380  Shade Tree Advisory Board                   2,500.00

30-415  Retirement Benefits                        50,000.00

30-420  Celebration of Public Events                1,625.00

31-201  Contingent                                  1,375.00

31-430  Electricity                                87,500.00

31-440  Telephone                                  19,500.00

31-445  Water                                       5,000.00

31-446  Natural Gas                                15,000.00

31-460  Gasoline                                   48,875.00

31-461  Technology                                  3,750.00

31-462  Postage                                     8,500.00

31-471  Employees Retirement System               175,024.75
36-472  Social Security                            81,250.00

36-474  Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement             0.00

36-475  Police/Fireman Retirement               1,671,320.00

41-899  Matching Funds for Grants                   1,250.00

42-300  COAH Housing                                1,250.00

42-305  Somerset County Recycling                  47,500.00

42-405  Parking Authority            17,500.00          0.00

42-520  NJDEP Permit Fee                            3,937.50

43-490  Municipal Court              66,250.00      3,775.00

43-495  Public Defender                             1,000.00

62-405  Capital Equipment         ____________      9,625.00

           Totals                $2,512,575.00 $3,919,933.25
         SEWER FUND








Salaries       Other
 A/C #   SEWER UTILITY FUND

    & Wages      Expenses 
55-501  Sewer Operating              47,500.00     10,750.00                                                    

55-502  Plainfield Area Regional Sewer            392,250.00

55-541  Social Security                             3,500.00

55-542  Unemployment Comp Insurance                   250.00







     $ 47,500.00  $ 406,750.00    
RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of  the  Borough  of  North  Plainfield  that  it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2011 annual audit; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.
RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 161.02 Lot 14


$    625.09

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00195





29 Palisades Road

Premium



      200.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 142.01 Lot 1


$    380.08

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00169





5 Cold Hill Rd. S Ste. 11

Premium



      300.00

Mendham, NJ 07945

Block 154.02 Lot 23


$    309.94

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00184










Premium


      
      300.00


  


Block 2.01 Lot 7.01


$    325.82

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00003







Premium



      300.00



Block 24 Lot 10


$    400.01

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00056









Premium


                 200.00




Block 151 Lot 11


$    528.48

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00179

Premium



      400.00

Block 101 Lot 45


$    260.34

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00139





Premium

                              300.00




Block 143 Lot 19


$ 1,017.23

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00172









Premium 


                 600.00




Block 162 Lot 11


$    367.54

FWDSL & Associates 

Certificate #12-00198

Premium



      300.00

Block 198 Lot 23


$    364.47

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00227







Premium



       300.00



Block 102 Lot 18


$     411.77

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate # 12-00140

Premium


 
       400.00

Block 95 Lot 2


$    736.74

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00125







Premium



      500.00



Block 203.06 Lot 76


$     299.71

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00241







Premium



       200.00



Block 50 Lot 13


$     486.95

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00083







Premium



       400.00



Block 15.03 Lot 24


$     432.05

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00035







Premium



       300.00




Block 103 Lot 19


$     383.22

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00145





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       100.00

Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Block 59 Lot 9


$     400.79

EWC Holdings

Certificate #12-00091





P.O. Box 2141

Premium



       200.00

Westfield, NJ 07091


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02f  WHEREAS, a tax sale was held October 23, 2012 and;


WHEREAS, a lien was sold on Block 74 Lot 3, 11 Coddington Avenue, for unpaid lawn maintenance the Borough of North Plainfield provided on that property and;


WHEREAS, a lien was improperly sold on that property to FWDSL, Assoc. LP in the amount of $1,127.44 and;


WHEREAS, FWDSL Assoc. LP is entitled to the money paid at tax sale plus legal interest.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of North Plainfield that a check in the amount of $1,318.48 be drawn to FWDSL Assoc., LP the amount paid at sale plus legal interest, and the lien be removed from the records of 11 Coddington Avenue.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Milton I. Basantes-Tisalema

172 Pleasantview Drive, Apt. 1

Piscataway, NJ  08854

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

                                           Cesar V. Soria, t/a

                                             Soria Taxi LLC

                                         477 Somerset Street

                        North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 25th day of February, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-25-13-02i  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club, 246 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize on March 24, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Lions Club has been issued Identification No. 352-8-25800 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to the North Plainfield Lions Club for an on-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize to be held on March 24, 2013 at St. Luke’s Church Hall, 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  La Ronde


Resolution carried 5-0-1. 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Ground Water Remedial Action Permit 555 Somerset Street

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for January 2013

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  PARSA 2013/2014 Meeting Dates

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Memo of Violation – Snow Removal 

	
	Re:  Memo of Violation 11-4.3

	Hatch Mott MacDonald

Freehold, NJ
	Re:  Contract No. 2013-01 Cleaning and Internal CCTV Inspection of Various Sanitary Sewers 

	Vornado Realty Trust

Paramus, NJ
	Re:  Building Demolition – Former Kmart/Pathmark 1200 Route 22 East 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. Merrill suggested a joint meeting with the Board of Education. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
David Egger, owner of the laundromat on Grove Street in North Plainfield, voicing his frustrations with Grove Street Barbeque customers using his parking lot, requested assistance with the situation.  Mr. Rodino explained that the restaurant had applied directly to the Building Department to expand their dining room and received approval to do so.  Advising that the restaurant’s parking lot is four spaces short for the number of tables, the Zoning Officer reported that the restaurant has since applied to the Board of Adjustment for a variance.    

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, announcing that the Courier News had failed to report on a recent burglary in his neighborhood, explained that this creates an air of false security with residents.  Commenting on the Grove Street Sidewalk Remediation, the speaker voiced his concerns with the leveling of the bluestone sidewalks.  Speaking in favor of the Alternate Side of Street Parking Ordinance, Mr. D’Amore requested that the Council refrain from making amendments and encouraged strict enforcement.     
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano reported that two police officers were stationed by West End School, ensuring that parents and their children cross at the designated crosswalks.  Read Across America will be held on March 1 at East End and West End Schools, although Stony Brook School will have theirs on March 5.   
Mr. Hollod announced that the town will host door-to-door surveying relative to the sanitary sewer replacement project in the coming weeks.
Mrs. Forbes thanked Messrs. DeBlasio and Rodino for attending the meeting.  Voicing her concerns regarding burglaries, the Councilwoman requested that the Police Department conduct checks in the area of the Memorial Library.  
Mr. Merrill offered his congratulations to Messrs. Passe and Irovando and Ms. Woods for their Recreation positions.  
Ms. Miller thanked Messrs. DeBlasio and Rodino for their insight. 

Council President Singleterry offered his congratulations to Mayor Giordano on the addition of his grandson.  Commenting to Mr. D’Amore on the Council’s opposition to the Senate Bill calling for changes to the Open Public Meetings Act, the Council President explained that these tedious requirements would be placed on the Clerk’s office and represent an unnecessary burden that would fail to improve transparency.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

02/25/13

