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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 11 March 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 11, 2013 at 7:45 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill  
Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor 




David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of Agenda Conference and the Regular Meeting of February 25, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  All in favor.   
HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-03  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER VII ENTITLED, “TRAFFIC,” SECTION 77-3 ENTITLED, “PROHIBITED PARKING,” MOST NOTABLY SECTION 7-3.5, SCHEDULE III, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS”


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 


Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, voiced his support of the ordinance.  The speaker then shared his concerns for the possibility of chaos occurring when parents realize they must park blocks away from the school.  
Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-03 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-04 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 25, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-04  CALENDAR YEAR 2013 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-03  MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the Municipal Budget for the year 2013;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Budget be published in The Courier News in the issue of  March 25, 2013
The Governing Body of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby approve the following as the Budget for the year 2013:


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 

A Hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, on April 8, 2013 at 7:30 o’clock (p.m.) at which time and place objections to said budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2013 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mrs. Forbes requested that item “g” be removed for a separate vote. 

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-11-13-04a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD TO AUTHORIZE CHANGE ORDERS AND FINAL PAYMENT TO HEAR CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX EXTERIOR FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT CONTRACT


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has previously entered into a contract with Hear Construction, Inc. for construction work and exterior façade improvements to the Borough of North Plainfield Municipal Complex; and,


WHEREAS, Hear Construction, Inc. has performed services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Municipal Complex Exterior Façade Improvements Project; and, 


WHEREAS, Hear Construction, Inc. has submitted Work Change Order No. 1 in the amount of Six Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($6,400.00) for work as set forth in said Change Order; and, 


WHEREAS, Hear Construction, Inc. has submitted Work Change Order No. 2 in the amount of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) for work as set forth in said Change Order; and,


WHEREAS, Hear Construction, Inc. has submitted Work Change Order No. 3 in the amount of Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars and Twelve Cents ($12,700.12) for work as set forth in said Change Order; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has determined that the total of such additional services in the amount of Thirty One Thousand One Hundred Dollars and Twelve Cents ($31,100.12) are justified and necessary in order to complete the project; and,


WHEREAS, the improvements to the Borough of North Plainfield Municipal Complex have been completed and Hear Construction, Inc. has submitted a request for final payment in the total amount of One Hundred Twelve Thousand One Hundred Dollars and Twelve Cents ($112,100.12) inclusive of the three (3) Change Orders above; and


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Engineers, Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., have reviewed said requests for payment and have recommended that final payment be made to Hear Construction, Inc. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize that final payment for all outstanding completed work be made to Hear Construction, Inc. in the amount of One Hundred Twelve Thousand One Hundred Dollars and Twelve Cents ($112,100.12) for improvements to the exterior façade of the Borough of North Plainfield Municipal Complex and that all applicable Borough officials take necessary action for such payment to be made.   
RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04b  RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 2433  
WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-2433 was considered by the Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and Historic Preservation Committee.   The bill already unanimously passed the full Assembly in December of last year.  It will now go to the full Senate and then on to the Governor’s desk for consideration; and 

WHEREAS, this Bill is sponsored by Senator Vitale representing Middlesex County; Senator Beach representing Burlington & Camden Counties; and Co-Sponsored by Senator Bateman representing Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex and Somerset Counties; and by Senator Kean representing Morris, Somerset and Union Counties; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield agrees with the responsible filing and safekeeping of critical documents and legislative records serving as important parts of the government and its processes as assured by the State’s Government Records Council (GRC), ensuring the public’s right to know and access to such materials that help support the rights of the people to participate in the democratic process; and

WHEREAS, S-2433 would finally open GRC membership to a representative from the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey, all the more important since Municipal Clerks typically assume the role of local custodians of public documents; and

WHEREAS, representation of Municipal Clerks on the GRC will help reinforce real world decision-making and practices that will lessen the frequency of unfunded state-mandates that could compromise the public process and unduly increase the time and expense of same; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield agrees that government records should be readily accessible and transparent with an appropriate balance between the need for openness and transparency in government and citizens’ reasonable expectation of privacy; and

WHEREAS, S-2433 amends the GRC membership by providing that in addition to the Commissioner of Community Affairs (or designee), the Commissioner of Education (or designee) and two members of the public (appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate), the President of the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey or his/her designee “shall” serve as a member of the GRC.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council  of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey for reasons stated above, does hereby support S-2433, as currently drafted, and strongly urges the State Senate and Assembly to pass this bill; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this duly adopted resolution be forwarded to Senate President Sweeney, Senators Vitale, Beach, Bateman, Kean, all of our local State Legislators, Governor Chris Christie, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and the Municipal Clerks’ Association of New Jersey.
RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04c  DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH   

WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background have made historic contributions to the growth and strength of our State in countless recorded and unrecorded ways; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural and social role in every sphere of the life of the State by constituting a significant portion of the labor force working inside and outside of the home; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have played a unique role throughout the history of the State by providing the majority of the volunteer labor force of the State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women were particularly important in the establishment of early charitable, philanthropic and cultural institutions in our State; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class and ethnic background served as early leaders in the forefront of every major progressive social change movement; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement and other movements, especially the peace movement, which creates a more fair and just society for all; and


WHEREAS, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been consistently overlooked and undervalued in the literature, teaching and study of American history; and


WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs, specifically the Division on Women’s goals are to remember and celebrate New Jersey women and to:

· Ensure that New Jersey women are offered equal opportunities in education, the workforce and healthcare regardless of age, sexual orientation, income, ethnicity, race or religion.

· Identify, implement, measure and coordinate programs that address the needs of New Jersey women.

· Engage in continuous study and research on issues affecting New Jersey  women and their families, develop policy papers and legislative recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that March 2013 is designated as “Women’s History Month” under the National Women’s History Project’s 2013 theme:  Women Inspiring Innovation through Imagination:  Celebrating Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.
RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04d  WHEREAS, the citizens of the Borough of North Plainfield stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; and 

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Public Schools have provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education of our youth, grounded in the principle that educational investment is the key to the community’s well-being and long-term quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, NEA’s Read Across America, a national celebration of reading, has been conducted in our schools.   March 2, 2012 would have been the 108th birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss; and 

WHEREAS, Read Across America-NJ  was conducted statewide by the New Jersey Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association, and their local affiliates across the state to promote reading and adult involvement in the education of our community’s students: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of North Plainfield calls on the citizens of our town to continue to assure that every child has a safe, well-lit place to continue to develop their reading skills; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council of North Plainfield enthusiastically endorses NEA’S Read Across America and Read Across America-NJ and recommits our community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the world.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 131 Lot 5


$    388.25

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00157





29 Palisades Road

Premium



      200.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 154.03 Lot 6


$    400.82

Trade Money LLC
Certificate #12-00187







Premium



      100.00



Block 203.05 Lot 2


$    466.01

Trade Money LLC
Certificate #12-00239









Premium


      
      100.00


  


Block 30 Lot 15


$    426.94

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00063





5 Cold Hill Rd. S Ste. 11



Premium



      400.00

Mendham, NJ  07945



Block 4.02 Lot 21


$    888.88

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00016









Premium


                  300.00




Block 97 Lot 18


$    301.99

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00130
Premium



      300.00

Block 40 Lot 5


$27,364.85

Divot Capital


Certificate #10-00033





200 South Park Rd., Ste. 320
Premium

                            4,100.00

Hollywood, FL  33021



Block 4.04 Lot 33


$     373.42

Derek Walker
Certificate #12-00018





1355 Martine Avenue 


Premium 


                   200.00

Plainfield, NJ  07060




Block 141 Lot 1


$  1,682.79

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital LLC 

Certificate #12-00167





50 So. 16th St. Suite 1950
Premium



       500.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102
Block 101 Lot 51


$     744.89

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital LLC
Certificate #11-00114







Premium



       200.00



Block 11 Lot 7


$     282.60

George Shrier
Certificate # 08-00018




201 South 2nd Avenue








PO Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904


 
       

Block 11 Lot 7


$ 7,025.59

George Shrier 
Certificate #09-00213












RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:
Juan C. Yancha


Silvita M. Nunez

52 Sandford Avenue, Apt. 1

613 New Street

Plainfield, NJ  07060


Plainfield, NJ  07060

                                    Luis A. Gamboa

                               279 Greenbrook Road

                          North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-11-13-04g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 11th day of March, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes, La Ronde


Resolution carried 4-0-2.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Decotiis, FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP

Teaneck, NJ
	Re:  Request for Qualifications/Proposals   

	Schiller & Pittenger, P.C. 
	Re:  Notice of Public Hearing Board of Adjustment Borough of Watchung Applicant:  Home Depot – Case No. 03-12

	Township of Hillsborough

Hillsborough, NJ
	Re:  Certified Resolution Requesting that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities Hold Hearings on Public Service Electric & Gas Company’s and Jersey Central Power & Light’s Response to Super Storm Sandy and Take the Appropriate Action and Opposing JCP&L’s Request for a Rate Increase

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of 11-4.3

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Treatment Works Approval No. 13-0027 Costco Wholesale 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested an update on the Borough Hall renovations.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned the status of the situation involving the possible illegal removal of trees from Green Acres property by a resident.  Mr. Rodino, advising of an ongoing investigation to determine the responsible party, assured that appropriate action will be taken.   
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the tenth annual St. Baldrick’s Day fundraiser will be held on March 23 and Channel Eleven news will attend.  The annual Easter egg hunt at Vermeule will be held on March 23 and the Lion’s Club pancake breakfast at St. Luke’s Church will be held on March 24.  

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their support of the budget.  

Mrs. Forbes, voicing her support of open government, reminded that very few members of the public actually show up for public hearings.  

Mr. La Ronde announced that the Recreation Department would hold an open house on March 23 and that the children’s section of the library will undergo a remodeling beginning March 16.  

Mr. Singleterry announced that the Green Team held a joint meeting with the Environmental Commission and the Shade Tree Advisory Board to review maps relative to the Borough’s environmental inventory.  It is expected that the project will be completed in June and  a presentation of the inventory is anticipated, possibly during a Council meeting. 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

03/11/13

