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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of

 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 25 March 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 25, 2013 at 8:07 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill  
Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor 




David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 





Deborah Bracaglia, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney





Stephanie Sherwood, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of Agenda Conference and the Regular Meeting of March 11, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  All in favor.   
HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 13-04  CALENDAR YEAR 2013 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)  

The Deputy Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
 
Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-25-13-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j and k
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02a  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that 


WHEREAS, Jerry Mobus was a proud 1960 graduate of Watchung Hills Regional High School where he entered its doors as a freshman upon its 1957 opening.  He lettered in both baseball and basketball.  After attending Lock Haven University, he spent most of his life in the Borough of Watchung where he was known as and will remain a “man of the people”; and


WHEREAS, after years of participation in the Watchung Volunteer Fire Department where he achieved the position of Chief in 1976, he was elected to the Borough Council in 2003.  Prior to his time on Council he also served on the Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Planning Board and Recreation Committee.  While on Council, he served on the Administration & Finance Committee, chaired the Public Works Committee, was on the Youth Services Commission and served as Police Commissioner.  He ran for Mayor and was sworn in on January 1, 2011; and


WHEREAS, Jerry supported Scouting, delighted in performing weddings and/or civil unions, adored fishing and all sports.  He was known as the “Voice of Watchung Hills,” as he announced games for the basketball and baseball teams.  The Mayor loved the United States and its military.  He served with distinction in the National Guard and earned the Skylands Conference Community Service and Achievement Award in 2003. In 2008, he was inducted into the freshman class of the Watchung Hills Regional High School Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Jerry and his beloved wife Marilu were blessed in their union with three sons and daughters-in-law as well as six grandchildren; and


WHEREAS, Jerry was well-known throughout Somerset County for his affable smile, “roll up your sleeves” attitude and dedicated work ethic.  He was highly influential and helpful in forming the unique municipal court alliance between Green Brook Township, North Plainfield Borough and his own Watchung Borough which has been highly successful in saving money and resources for all parties to the plan; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby honor the memory of Watchung Mayor Jerry Mobus for his years of dedicated service to his town and County; on behalf of all the people of this community, it commends and expresses its sincere appreciation for his years of tireless efforts that have realized a better quality of life throughout the region; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends deepest condolences upon his passing, to Jerry’s countless friends and family, especially his wife, children and his grandchildren.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02b  RESOLUTION OPPOSING S2364/A3553 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-2364 and Assembly Bill A-3553 propose to create a system of early voting in the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the goal of accommodating voters in pursuit of greater participation in the democratic process is a worthy goal; and


WHEREAS, these bills would in reality increase workloads, add more costs to the election process, and ultimately serve to confuse voters more than it would accommodate their needs; and


WHEREAS, these bills would require for each primary and general election a public facility, except a public school, located in each municipality in an area of a high concentration of population to be open and available to registered voters starting 15 days before an election for early polling, possibly conflicting with if not pushing out other important uses for these buildings, causing inconvenience to residents; and


WHEREAS, these bills require retraining of poll workers and dramatically increased hours, as well as chain of custody requirements to protect the voting process, despite the fact that recruiting and training polls workers is already a difficult process; and


WHEREAS, these bills would increase costs to municipalities, including overtime pay for workers; and


WHEREAS, although these bills allow municipalities to request reimbursement for extra costs and provide an appropriation, the appropriation does not outline a specific amount nor dedicated funding, only that which the State Treasurer and the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting deem necessary, and they do not outline the procedure for a municipality whose reimbursement request is denied; and

WHEREAS, the opportunity for “Early Voting” already exists in the State of New Jersey through the Vote by Mail ballot process.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of North Plainfield  in the County of Somerset does hereby oppose S2364 and A3553; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of North Plainfield does hereby call upon its representatives in the State Legislature to oppose the adoption of these bills; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Office of the Governor, Senate President Sweeney, Senators Gill and Whelan, sponsors of S2364,  Speaker Oliver, Assemblymen Wisniewski, Diegnan, Benson, Conaway, and Coughlin, sponsors of A3553, our State Senator and Assembly representatives,  the County Board of Elections, and the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02c  WHEREAS, Gary Levendusky has filed an application for a coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2013 for premises known as Top Shelf, 164 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, and has submitted the required fee; and


WHEREAS, review of the application with accompanying sketch and investigation of the site by appropriate Borough officials disclose that the granting of the application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a coin-operated amusement devices license be granted to said applicant for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the filed application, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AWARDING CONTRACT NO. 2013-01 FOR THE CLEANING AND INTERNAL CCTV INSPECTION OF VARIOUS SANITARY SEWERS TO NATIONAL WATER MAIN CLEANING COMPANY   


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield promulgated bid specifications to obtain bids for certain video inspection and limited cleaning of approximately eighteen thousand (18,000) linear feet of sanitary sewer located throughout the Borough (the “Project”); and,


WHEREAS, the bid opening was held on February 28, 2013 for the Project; and, 


WHEREAS, seven (7) bidders responded to the bid; and,


WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was National Water Main Cleaning Company with a bid of Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Eight Dollars ($29,578.00); and,


WHEREAS, National Water Main Cleaning Company has met all of the bid specifications for the Project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the contract for the Cleaning and Internal CCTV Inspection of Various Sanitary Sewers Project is hereby awarded to National Water Main Cleaning Company and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute an Agreement with National Water Main Cleaning Company for the Project in the amount of Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Eight Dollars ($29,578.00). A copy of the executed Agreement shall be on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02e  WHEREAS, beginning on April 1, 2008, the State Recycling Fund was established, consisting of a $3.00 per ton tax levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility as well as on solid waste collectors that transport solid waste for out-of-state disposal, which amounts have been used to fund direct recycling grants to counties and municipalities; aid to counties for preparing revising and implementing solid waste management plans; state recycling program planning and program funding; aid to counties for public information and education programs concerning recycling programs; and for State grants to institutions of higher education to conduct research in recycling; and

WHEREAS, State law specifies that no less than 60% of the proceeds of these funds must be returned as tonnage grants to municipalities and counties; and

WHEREAS, North Plainfield Borough relies upon this money to partially fund its curbside recycling efforts, with monies received in 2012 based upon a 2010 tonnage grant; and

WHEREAS, in his proposed FY 2014 budget, the Governor has proposed a diversion of $21.6 million from the State Recycling Fund to the General Fund; and

WHEREAS, loss of these funds would seriously impact the ability of the Borough to continue its recycling programs, thereby jeopardizing the efforts of North Plainfield to maximize recycling among its residents; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes that it is in the best interests of the residents of North Plainfield for this diversion of funds to be restored to the State Recycling Fund so that these valuable recycling efforts can continue;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 25th day of March, 2013, by the Borough Council of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The Borough Council hereby urges the Governor and New Jersey State Legislature to restore to the State Recycling Fund the $21.6 million proposed to be diverted from the State Recycling Fund to the FY 2014 General Fund so that these valuable recycling efforts can continue.

2. A copy of this resolution be served upon Governor Chris Christie, Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman, Assemblyman Jack M. Ciattarelli, Assemblywoman Donna M. Simon and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Road Opening Bond:

C & G Carpentry LLC
$ 1500.00


74 Morristown Road


Gillette, NJ  07933


Job:  9-11 Stony Brook Place
RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 16 Lot 20


$     251.68

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00040





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       200.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 29 Lot 18


$     498.86

Trade Money LLC
Certificate #12-00062







Premium



       300.00



Block 154.02 Lot 11


$  1,289.00

FWDSL & Associates 
Certificate #12-00183





5 Cold Hill Rd. S Ste 11


Premium


      
       400.00

Mendham, NJ  07945

  


Block 1 Lot 27


$     750.37

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00001









Premium



       300.00




Block 4.04 Lot 13


$     590.03

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00017









Premium


                   300.00




Block 50 Lot 3


$     788.75

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00081
Premium



       300.00

Block 101 Lot 31


$     946.97

FWDSL & Associates 
Certificate #12-00137






Premium

                               400.00





Block 191 Lot 23


$     893.88

FWDSL & Associates 



Certificate #12-00222







Premium 


                   300.00






Block 154.01 Lot 2


$     995.91

FWDSL & Associates  

Certificate #12-00180



Premium



       300.00


Block 43 Lot 3


$     785.10

FWDSL & Associates 
Certificate #12-00071







Premium



       400.00



Block 156.02 Lot 15


$12,954.82

FWDSL & Associates 
Certificate # 12-00190

Premium



  11,500.00





Block 48 Lot 32


$  1,200.48

Singh Real Estate 
Certificate #11-00053





555 W. Lincoln Drive 

Premium



       600.00

Marlton, NJ  08053

Block 75 Lot 22


$  2,622.67

MTAG Serv. Cust ATCF II NJ

Certificate #10-00064





PO Box 54292

Premium



       900.00

New Orleans, LA  70154-4292

Block 84 Lot 20


$36,336.74

US Bank Cust for Tower DBW II

Certificate #12-00109





50 So. 16th St. Ste. 1950 TOW

Premium



  29,100.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 92 Lot 7


$  1,497.34

David Merkin

Certificate #11-00098





608 Derby Avenue

Premium  



       100.00

Woodmere, NY  11598

Block 85 Lot 13


$     401.30

EWC Holdings

Certificate #12-00111





PO Box 2141

Premium



       100.00

Westfield, NJ  07091

Block 40 Lot 5


$     105.55

Divot Capital

Certificate #10-00033





200 So. Park Rd., Ste 320

Legal Fees 






Hollywood, FL  33021

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Annual Multiple Family Permit Overpayment:

Wendy Li

$ 42.00


Warren Tech


PO Box 236


Martinsville, NJ  08836


Property Location:  95 Mercer Avenue 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02i   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Adnan Ghazanfar, t/a


Robert Sarfatty, t/a


Altima Limo Service


B&A Senior Transportation LLC


1100 Rt. 22 East


579 Fisk Place


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Joffre E. Vicuna


Luis A. Pocon-Gonzalez

39 Westervelt Avenue


706 West 4th Street

Plainfield, NJ  07060


Plainfield, NJ  07060



      Annette M. Sarfatty 



          579 Fisk Place



North Plainfield, NJ  07063 

RESOLUTION NO. 03-25-13-02k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 25th day of March, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for February 2013  

	State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Division of Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Special Emergency Application – N.J.S.A. 40A:4-54

	State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Final Determination (Offer in Lieu of Suspension) and Notice of Disposition of Prima Facie Contraband 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Deterioration of Wood Trim at 104 Sycamore Avenue 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested that the taxi ordinance be added to the next agenda.      

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Kollette Taylor, 126 Hidden Trail, North Plainfield, explained that in an effort to clean up the drug paraphernalia and debris at the edge of their property, her husband had mistakenly removed a tree from Green Acres property.  When the town notified them that the tree was not theirs to remove, they offered to plant a tree in its place.  Advising that the town now plans to erect a fence to divide the properties, Ms. Taylor explained that most of their backyard shed actually stands on Green Acres property.  Mr. Rodino interjected that the shed will need to be moved in order to put up the fence, however, there will be no penalty assessed for the removal of the tree. 
Isiah Prince, 126 Hidden Trail, North Plainfield, explained that the shed was there when they purchased the property approximately six years ago.  Voicing his displeasure with being asked to move the shed, Mr. Prince questioned who would incur the cost to do so.  Council President Singleterry suggested they speak with a lawyer and contact Green Acres for further guidance with this issue.            

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on Ms. Taylor’s situation, stressed the importance for property owners to check the property survey before closing on the house.  The speaker suggested that property lines be examined before a certificate of occupancy is issued; Mr. Hollod interjected that the Borough cannot hire a surveyor to survey each property before it is transferred as the liability risk is too great.  Replying to Mr. D’Amore, Mayor Giordano advised that Mr. Freeman and the VFW will replace the Memorial Day commemorative plaques.  Applauding the Council for passing a Resolution opposing State Senate Bill S2364 and Assembly Bill 3553, Mr. D’Amore spoke against the need for early voting, stating that the record keeping nightmare it stands to create would be burdensome and costly.      
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano offered his condolences to Mr. Phoenix on the passing of his mother and to the Mobus family and the Borough of Watchung on the passing of Mayor Jerry Mobus.  Announcing that the Fire Department held their annual St. Baldrick’s Day, the Mayor reported that they had raised over $97,000 for children’s cancer research.  He reported that the Easter Egg hunt and a Recreation open house were held on March 23 and the Lions Club held its annual pancake breakfast on March 24.  Recreation will hold an opening day parade for softball and baseball on April 6 at 10:00 a.m., he concluded.     
Mrs. Forbes expressed her condolences to the Phoenix family for their loss.  The councilwoman offered her congratulations to Mr. Rodino, Mayor Girodano and Council President Singleterry on the receipt of the safety award.  

Mr. La Ronde offered his condolences to Mr. Phoenix and his family for their loss and to the Mobus family for their loss.
Mr. Merrill offered his condolences to Mr. Phoenix and to the Mobus family for their losses.  Calling attention to April 5 and 6, the councilman announced North Plainfield’s participation in Somerset County’s gun buyback program.
Ms. Miller offered her condolences to Mr. Phoenix for the loss of his mother and to the Watchung family for the loss of Mayor Jerry Mobus.  

Mr. Righetti extended his condolences to Mr. Phoenix for the loss of his mother and to the Mobus family for the loss of Mayor Jerry Mobus.  

Council President Singleterry, announcing that the Council passed a Resolution to honor Mayor Jerry Mobus, spoke of his part in establishing the shared municipal court services.  The Council President extended his condolences to Mr. Phoenix for the loss of his mother.    
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

03/25/13

