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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of
 North Plainfield, NJ  on Monday, 22 April 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 22, 2013 at 7:40 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde 

Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller 
Frank Righetti


Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President


Also Present:  

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Singleterry. 

Council President Singleterry requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:


Mr. Bernstein presented the following Proclamation to Mara Barlow, Assistant Director of NJ Sharing Network:


WHEREAS:  Realizing the urgent need for donors around the country, the NATIONAL “DONATE LIFE” MONTH observance was established in 2003, to promote a greater understanding about the life-saving benefits of donation.  Established in 2012, “NATIONAL DONATE LIFE BLUE AND GREEN DAY” on April 19th, 2013, represents a national effort to support and raise awareness for organ and tissue donation and transplantation.  Moreover, the need is increasing.  The New Jersey Organ and Tissue Sharing Network (NJ Sharing Network) is committed to addressing that need through enhanced awareness; and


WHEREAS:  The transplantation of organs and tissues is a miracle of modern medicine made possible through the compassion of organ and tissue donors, enabling surgeons to save thousands of lives every year.  Donors not only give the gift of life, but also often restore health and sight to the recipients of the tissue and organs.  People of all ages, ethnic backgrounds and religions are affected by the need for organ transplants and by the serious shortage of organ donors that exists.  Currently, there are nearly 5,000 New Jersey residents and over 115,000 Americans awaiting life-saving and life-enhancing transplant operations; and

WHEREAS:  Every capable person should support this vital effort by learning more about donating tissue and organs, registering as organ and tissue donors, making their families aware of their wishes, and be willing to give the precious gift of health, sight and life to people in need; and


WHEREAS:  Registering as an organ and tissue donor at a local Motor Vehicle Agency or online at www.NJSharingNetwork.org signifies our fundamental human responsibility to help others; and


WHEREAS:  As Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, I recognize NATIONAL “DONATE LIFE MONTH” and “NATIONAL BLUE AND GREEN DAY” as a great opportunity to join in the fight to save lives by giving the greatest gift.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim the month of April 2013 as

“DONATE LIFE MONTH”
in the Borough of North Plainfield, and urge all residents to join me in promoting organ and tissue donor education through the NATIONAL “DONATE LIFE MONTH” observance.  

Council President Singleterry called for a recess at 7:50 p.m.

RECESS
Council President Singleterry reconvened the meeting at 7:54 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Rights of Way Installation, Use and Management Agreement – E.M.B.  Mr. Bernstein explained that this resolution authorizes Cross River Fiber, LLC to bury or hang fiber optic cable in the Borough’s right of way.  The Borough will receive no compensation for such.  Replying to Mrs. Forbes, Mr. Bernstein confirmed that the Borough would not be responsible for the removal costs.    
2.
Codification of Board of Health Ordinances – D.M.S.  Mr. Singleterry explained that the Council would like to codify the health ordinances into the Borough Code.  The Council President yielded to Mr. Phoenix, who explained the nature of the Board of Health Ordinances.  There is a health code dating back to 1945 which was amended in 1954.  While the Clerk cautioned that the ordinances needed a careful screening for out-of-date content, he added that there were also ordinances referenced multiple times weekly on the subjects of noise, sanitation and garbage collection.   Mr. Phoenix assured of his full confidence in Coded Systems for accomplishing the task, adding that he would obtain an estimate from them.  Further assuring of a mutually positive working relationship with Coded Systems, Mr. Bernstein suggested obtaining input from the health officer when reviewing the health ordinances.  Replying to Mr. La Ronde, Mr. Bernstein proposed integrating the health ordinances into the Land Development book.  All council members were in favor of moving forward with the project.     

OLD BUSINESS:

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  

Mrs. Forbes reported that the Board of Education will hold meetings on April 26 and 27 regarding the Strategic Plan Program and encouraged members of the community to attend, ask questions and offer input.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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