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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of

 North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 13 May 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, May 13, 2013 at 8:19 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health meeting.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of Agenda Conference and the Regular Meeting of April 22, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  All in favor.  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Stabile requested that items “j” and “k” be removed for a separate vote.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

05-13-13-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01a  Municipal Clerks’ Week May 5-11, 2013

WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time honored and vital part of local government exists throughout the world, and

WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest among public servants, and

WHEREAS, The Office of the Municipal Clerk provides the professional link between the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels, and

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever mindful of their neutrality and impartiality, rendering equal service to all.

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk serves as the information center on functions of local government and community.

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of the Office of the Municipal Clerk through participation in education programs, seminars, workshops and the annual meetings of their state, province, county and international professional organizations.

WHEREAS, It is most appropriate that we recognize the accomplishments of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby recognize the week of May 5 through May 11, 2013, as Municipal Clerks’ Week, and further extend appreciation to our Borough Clerk, Richard K. Phoenix, RMC; our Deputy Clerk, Stephanie Sherwood, RMC and to all Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01b  OPPOSING S-2/A-1171

WHEREAS, S-2/A-1171 are meant to promote the more effective operation of local government and sharing of services among local units and

WHEREAS, initially S-2 removed or reduced many of the roadblocks that increase the costs of shared services – things like terminal leave, pay, civil service mandates, employee tenure requirements – many of the original provisions in the bill could reduce the costs and hurdles to shared services and consolidations, produce municipal savings and promote relief for our taxpayers; and  

WHEREAS, the recent amendments to S-2 removed many of the labor provisions that would have given municipalities tools to implement a shared service without the time consuming hurdles that diminished the savings and will now discourage shared services from a municipalities' perspective by continuing the hindrances imposed by Civil Service; and

WHEREAS, the amendments removed not only the preamble language that the bill would “supersedes existing Civil Service and tenure provisions” but also removed the suspension of Civil Service rules regarding layoff, transfer, seniority, testing, bumping rights and tenure; and

WHEREAS, the amendments would now require that any non civil service municipality who has a shared service agreement with civil service municipality serving as the Lead Agency be brought into the civil service system, thus expanding the civil service system; and

WHEREAS, the amendments would require that municipalities entering into the shared service agreement be subject to civil service rules and collective bargaining agreements for determining which employee stays, protects the seniority provisions removing management prerogative on retaining the best qualified and most efficient work force; and

WHEREAS, the amendments would require that any contractual provision dispute be settled by mediation, or if necessary, arbitration which will impede the process from moving expeditiously and will not result in cost savings, which will likely result in mediation and arbitration becoming the norm thus leading to delays and additional cost; and 

WHEREAS, S-2 would, on the one hand, allow the voters to express their will; but on the other hand, inform those voters that they will lose their State Aid if their will does not comport with that of a majority of the appointed members of the Local Unit, Realignment and Consolidation Commissioner, (LUARCC); and

WHEREAS, while we appreciate the consideration and acceptance of the amendments that would clarify the process, on balance, the benefits of those amendments are outweighed by the loss of the suspension of the Civil Service rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, S-2/A-1171 is based on the misconception that municipalities do not share services when in fact shared services are not a new concept to municipalities, dating back well before the Interlocal Services Act of 1973;and

WHEREAS, S-2/A-1171 is also based on the misconception that smaller governments are less efficient and effective than larger ones, an assumption that is not necessarily the case and contrary to lessons learned from recent events in which the municipal elected officials and professionals were very effective in pooling their resources and responding quickly; and  

WHEREAS, there is no overnight cure to our property tax crisis and shared services, consolidation or other cost saving measures are long-term actions where benefits/savings may not be seen for a number of years down the road; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield  in the County of Somerset strongly opposes S-2/A-1171 not only on the issue of the voter penalty but on the loss of the Civil Service reform; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that S-2/A-1171 be reviewed by the Red Tape Review Commission, which has tirelessly worked to remove government hurdles, and the Civil Service Commission before the bill proceeds to ensure that the proposed amendments do not create additional Civil Service burdens and hurdles that further impede shared services and drive up cost; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Governor of the State of New Jersey, our State Legislators and the League of Municipalities.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01c  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 20 – JUNE 2, 2013
WHEREAS, there were 591 motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2012; and
WHEREAS, a large percentage of the motor vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes were not wearing a seat belt; and

WHEREAS, use of a seat belt remains the most effective way to avoid death or serious injury in a motor vehicle crash; and

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that 135,000 lives were saved by safety belt usage nationally between 1975-2000; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization from May 20 – June 2, 2013 in an effort to raise awareness and increase seat belt usage through a combination of enforcement and education; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety has set a goal of increasing the seat belt usage rate in the state from the current level of 88.29% to 90%; and

WHEREAS, a further increase in seat belt usage in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Click It or Ticket seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from May 20 – June 2, 2013 and pledges to increase awareness of the mobilization and the benefits of seat belt use.


RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01d  A RESOLUTION OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, NJ TO SUPPORT IN CONCEPT THE SUSTAINABLE RARITAN RIVER INITIATIVE  
WHEREAS, the Raritan River is an asset to the region and to North Plainfield and it would benefit the community to increase awareness and use of the River via local access points and trails, and
WHEREAS, upgrades to current river access points are desirable and the need for ongoing plans for development of future recreational uses are of value to North Plainfield, and
WHEREAS, protection and preservation of habitat and biodiversity in our river ecosystem will provide recreational and natural assets to North Plainfield, and
WHEREAS, the goals of restoration, rehabilitation and regeneration of compromised areas of lands in public ownership will benefit present and future residents, and
WHEREAS, best management practices for habitat enhancement in the maintenance and management of open space are available and when applied would benefit various departments of North Plainfield government, and the quality of life to all Borough residents, and 
 
WHEREAS, properties that are deemed brownfields because they are contaminated, abandoned or underutilized, detract from the economic vitality of active businesses, and need attention to be remediated and returned to valued uses, and,
WHEREAS, practices to prevent future pollution are known and could be applied for the benefit of North Plainfield management operations, and the residents of the county, and 
WHEREAS, stormwater runoff is a significant contribution to flooding, solid waste and streets in North Plainfield, and further damages the Raritan River, and the Raritan River Action Plan (Reclaiming the Raritan: a Restoration and Sustainable Reuse Plan) encourages improvements in this area, and
WHEREAS, the overall restoration and protection of the watershed area that provides water to North Plainfield residents and the Raritan River should be promoted, and
WHEREAS, redevelopment needs to provide economic benefits without further damaging, and ideally restoring, the ecology of the Raritan River and North Plainfield, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield supports in concept the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative, and works as an active member of the Raritan River Collaborative to promote efforts to restore and protect the River in accordance with the goals as outlined in the Sustainable Raritan River Action Plan.

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01e  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HIRING OF NEGLIA ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES TO HANDLE CERTAIN ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH NEGLIA ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of engineering services related to permitting and related matters for the repair/reconstruction of the existing wooden retaining wall in the Borough owned drainage easement on Block 199.04, Lots 5 and 6 and the silt removal from same drainage easement on Block 199.04, Lots 10 and 11, which is in conjunction with the proposed Costco Warehouse project.  Costco, as part of its Planning Board approval it received, has agreed to make the repairs to the wall and remove silt, as needed, provided that the Borough obtains the needed NJDEP permit for the work, thereby precipitating the need for emergency services; and,


WHEREAS, Neglia Engineering Associates is capable of doing such engineering and related work for the Borough and the Borough is interested in retaining Neglia Engineering Associates to handle such project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that Neglia Engineering Associates of Lyndhurst, New Jersey is hereby retained to handle engineering services for the permitting as to wall replacement and sediment removal in the Warfield Road Drainage Easement in an amount not to exceed Twenty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred Fifty ($28,550.00) Dollars for all services and costs, as per the proposal of Neglia Engineering Associates, dated May 8, 2013, which is made a part of this Resolution.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an agreement with Neglia Engineering Associates on behalf of the Borough.    

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE CONTRACT AMENDMENT REQUEST NO. 1 TO D.M. FERNANDES, L.L.C. FOR THE HARRISON AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND TO AUTHORIZE FINAL PAYMENT TO D.M. FERNANDES, L.L.C. FOR THE HARRISON AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT CONTRACT 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously, and by way of Resolution, entered into an Agreement with D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. for the provision of services relative to road improvements on Harrison Avenue in the Borough of North Plainfield, Somerset County, New Jersey; and,


WHEREAS, due to an unanticipated change in the scope of work as requested by the Borough of North Plainfield, the costs associated with the project have decreased; and


WHEREAS, at the request of the Borough of North Plainfield, D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. has prepared Contract Amendment Request No. 1, dated April 26, 2013, setting forth the decreased scope of work and the costs associated herewith.


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk, on behalf of the Borough, to sign and/or execute Contract Amendment No. 1, dated April 26, 2013, which is incorporated herein by reference as if same was fully set forth, without the need for any further action of the Borough Council; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously entered into a contract with D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. for roadway improvements to Harrison Avenue in the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey; and, 


WHEREAS, D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. has performed services relative to the Borough of North Plainfield Harrison Avenue Road Improvement Contract; and, 


WHEREAS, the Harrison Avenue Road Improvement Project has been completed and D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. has submitted a request for final payment in the amount of Twenty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($23,565.62), for a total contract amount of Two Hundred Seventy-Eight Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Fifty Cents ($278,358.50); and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough’s Engineers, Birdsall Services Group, have reviewed said requests for payment and have recommended that final payment be made to D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby authorize that final payment for all outstanding completed work be made to D.M. Fernandes, L.L.C. in the amount of Twenty-Three Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($23,565.62), for a total contract amount of Two Hundred Seventy-Eight Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Fifty Cents ($278,358.50), for the Harrison Avenue Road Improvement Project and that all applicable Borough officials take necessary action for such payment to be made. 

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01g  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH HATCH MOTT MACDONALD TO PERFORM GENERAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2013 CALENDAR YEAR 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was and continues to be in need of general engineering services for the 2013 calendar year; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously advertised for proposals relating to general engineering services for the 2013 calendar year; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously employed Hatch Mott MacDonald, with a principal place of business located at 3 Paragon Way, Freehold, New Jersey 07728, for other engineering services relating to various construction projects in the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that Hatch Mott MacDonald is qualified to perform general engineering services for the calendar year 2013; and,


WHEREAS, on May 1, 2013, the Borough of North Plainfield received a proposal from Hatch Mott MacDonald for general engineering services for the 2013 calendar year for an amount not to exceed Ninety-Five Thousand Dollars ($95,000.00).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced contract for general engineering for the 2013 calendar year to Hatch Mott MacDonald, with a principal place of business located at 3 Paragon Way, Freehold, New Jersey 07728 for a total contract amount not to exceed Ninety-Five Thousand Dollars ($95,000.00). 


RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:


Overpayment of Sewer Utility:

Block 104 Lot 21

$   78.76

AAA Investments, LLC


1st Half 2012





PO Box 8094









Bridgewater, NJ  08807  
RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01i  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 168  Lot 10


$     574.86

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00201





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       300.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 104  Lot 6


$     400.76

Trade Money 

Certificate #12-00150








Premium


      
       100.00




Block 178 Lot 10


$     552.36

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00212





5 Cold Hill Road S Ste 11



Premium



       300.00

Mendham, NJ  07945



Block 164 Lot 3


$  1,111.13

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00199









Premium


                   400.00




Block 145 Lot 11


$  1,799.36

FWDSL & Associates

Certificate #12-00173
Premium



       600.00

Block 79 Lot 22


$  1,147.94

FWDSL & Associates 

Certificate #12-00104







Premium

                               500.00





Block 75 Lot 3


$  1,147.53

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1 

Certificate #12-00098





50 So. 16th Suite 1950
Premium 


                   300.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102

Block 175  Lot 4


$     631.67

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1  

Certificate #12-00207




Premium



       400.00



Block 203 Lot 20


$  2,729.30

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1 

Certificate #12-00232





 

Premium



       600.00



Block 154.02  Lot 10


$     466.88

US Bank Cust. For ATR Fund 
Certificate #12-00182







Premium



       200.00



Block 148 Lot 52


$     752.94

Sequoia Investments 
Certificate #11-00151





200 Park Avenue PO Box 677


Premium



       100.00

Florham Park, NJ  07932



Block 140 Lot 10.10 – Condo

$     248.65

Derek Walker
Certificate #12-00162





1355 Martine Avenue
Premium  



       300.00

Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 13th day of May, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2013 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Marco P. Cobo-Ramos, t/a



Hamza Pervaiz, t/a

North Plainfield Transportation LLC


VIP Car Service LLC

386 Somerset Street, Apt. 10



1165 Route 22, Apt. 49

North Plainfield, NJ  07060



North Plainfield, NJ  07060
Seconded by Mr. Stabile with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry

Nays:  Merrill, Stabile

Resolution carried 5-2.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 05-13-13-01k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2013, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:



Oscar J. Saltos-Villacis

Iris Y. Contreras



966 West Front Street


222 Manson Place 



Plainfield, NJ  07063


Plainfield, NJ  07063

Martha Cardona


Marcelo Freire

913 New Brunswick Avenue

65 Myrtle Avenue

South Plainfield, NJ  07080

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


Seconded by Mr. Stabile with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Nays:  Merrill, Stabile 

Resolution carried 5-2.  

COMMUNICATIONS:

	State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Temporary Use of Non-Residential Buildings to House Volunteers   

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  NJDOT Fiscal Year 2013 Municipal Aid Program for Belmont Avenue Improvements in the Amount of $200,000.00

	State of New Jersey Department of the Treasury

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Public Agency Review  



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the March 9 memo to Mr. Rodino advising of the deteriorating wood trim at 104 Sycamore Avenue, questioned why the violation has yet to be addressed.  Reporting that the fence around 41 Washington Avenue is in need of repair, the speaker questioned the apparent lack of enforcement within the Historic District.  He announced that he plans to submit a list of at least thirty-nine violations.  Mr. Rodino explained that he had responded to Mr. D’Amore’s memos and that no action was necessary on the majority of his requests.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mr. Hollod announced that he will provide a summary of capital projects for the next agenda session.  The Administrator happily reported that the Borough had applied for and received the maximum amount of $100,000.00 from the Somerset County Development Block Grant to be used for the Grove Street sanitary sewer repairs.  


Mrs. Forbes encouraged everyone to see the Holocaust display at the Middle School.


Mr. La Ronde announced that the Memorial Day services will be held on May 27.


Mr. Merrill thanked Mr. Stabile for his bravado regarding the issues with dogs in town.


Mr. Righetti congratulated Ms. Miller for her honors on Tuesday night.


Mr. Stabile advised everyone to be aware of the subtle dangers of ice cream trucks.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

05/13/13

