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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Monday , 10 June 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 10, 2013 at 7:55 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Board of Health meeting.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Joint Meeting with the School Board of May 23, 2013 and the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 28, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  

Joint Meeting with the School Board of May 23, 2013:  All in favor.


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of May 28, 2013:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry

Abstain:  Forbes, Stabile

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

06-10-13-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE AMERICAN RED CROSS AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, with a principal business address located at 263 Somerset Street, Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, has previously entered into an agreement with the American Red Cross (hereinafter referred to as the “Red Cross”) for the Borough of North Plainfield to provide temporary shelter and/or refuge to Borough residents who have been affected by an emergency and/or natural disaster; and,


WHEREAS, by entering into the American Red Cross Shelter Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”), the Borough of North Plainfield has agreed to provide the Red Cross with access to and use of the Vermeule Community Center, located at 614 Greenbrook Road, Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, for temporary shelter and/or refuge for disaster victims; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into the Agreement and has determined that it is in the best interests of the Borough to enter into said Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk of the Borough of North Plainfield to sign and/or execute the Agreement and any and all necessary documents associated with the Agreement, which is incorporated herein by reference as if same was fully set forth, without the need for any further action of this Borough Council. A copy of the executed Agreement shall be on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.
RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01b  RESOLUTION ON SPECIAL SENATE ELECTION DATE

WHEREAS, Governor Chris Christie has scheduled a special election to fill the late Senator Frank Lautenberg’s United States Senate seat for October 16, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the special election is scheduled just three weeks prior to the already scheduled November 5, 2013 general election; and


WHEREAS, unnecessarily holding two statewide elections three weeks apart will ensure additional costs to North Plainfield and Somerset County for the extra payment of poll workers, overtime for district board workers, reimbursement for polling sites, transportation of election equipment, fees for advertising and ballots, etc.; and


WHERAS, the overall cost statewide for unnecessarily holding two elections three weeks apart will amount to over $12 million dollars; and


WHEREAS, in keeping with the principles of fiscal discipline, it would be more cost effective and economical to hold both statewide elections on the same day as opposed to three weeks apart;


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we the Council of North Plainfield request that either

1.)  The date for the special election for the United States Senate be rescheduled to November 5, 2013 to more efficiently coincide with the general election; or

2.)  That the state reimburses North Plainfield for any and all additional costs affiliated with unnecessarily holding two statewide elections three weeks apart.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01c  SUPPORTING ONE-SEAT RIDE ON RARITAN VALLEY LINE TO MIDTOWN MANHATTAN 
WHEREAS, all Raritan Valley Line trains currently terminate at Newark Penn Station and riders destined for midtown Manhattan and Penn Station New York  must transfer trains; and 

WHEREAS, the Raritan Valley Line is one of NJ TRANSIT’s major rail lines, carrying almost 12,000 riders per weekday; 

WHEREAS, the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition has advocated for one seat ride service to midtown Manhattan on NJ TRANSIT’s Raritan Valley Line since 1998;  and

WHEREAS, NJ TRANSIT is acquiring 36 dual powered (diesel and electric) locomotives and is currently testing them in a variety of settings prior to permanent deployment; and 

WHEREAS, these dual-powered locomotives would offer the Raritan Valley and other currently diesel  lines a one seat ride option through the Hudson River passenger rail tunnels into Penn Station in  midtown  Manhattan; and

WHEREAS, NJ TRANSIT has not indicated what process it will follow in determining the permanent deployment of these dual powered locomotives; 

WHEREAS, New York City is connected to the global economy in unique ways, continues to experience substantial job growth  and its jobs pay higher median wages than those in New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Hudson River crossings have increased significantly in recent decades, and fast and efficient commuter service to New York City is a critical factor in making North Plainfield an attractive place for Manhattan workers to locate; and 

WHEREAS, studies across the United States have demonstrated that proximity to high quality transit is associated with increased property values; and 

WHEREAS, a recent study by the Regional Plan Association estimated that one seat ride service would lead to a 15% (35.1 minutes) reduction in commuting times on the Raritan Valley Line by eliminating the need for a transfer  at Newark Penn Station; and

WHEREAS, that Regional Plan Association study estimated that every minute saved on the morning commute to Manhattan increases nearby home values by $3,000; and

WHEREAS, reduced train travel times to midtown Manhattan will increase the reliability of the Raritan Valley Line, increase the attractiveness of train travel on the line, decrease the carbon footprint of automotive traffic and boost home values in proximity to the line; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of North Plainfield in Somerset County calls upon NJ TRANSIT to undertake a transparent process for permanent deployment of the dual powered locomotives, 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NJ TRANSIT, with all deliberate speed,  permanently deploy dual-powered locomotives to the Raritan Valley Line to allow for one seat service for:

•
all trains operating during weekday off-peak hours; and 

•
all trains operating on weekends, and 

•
an equitable allocation of peak period trains (morning and evening).
RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01d  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee has requested that it be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about June 29, 2013 and ending on or about October 1, 2013; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11, the Borough Council may by resolution, permit any nonprofit or civic organization to conduct a “Special Event” on Borough property upon certain conditions;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the North Plainfield Economic Development Committee be permitted to conduct a Farmers’ Market on the municipal parking lot on Somerset Street on Saturdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. beginning on or about June 29, 2013 and ending on or about October 1, 2013.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council waives the fifty dollar ($50.00) license fee otherwise required by N.P.R.G.O. 4-7.11c for this “Special Event.”

RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby grant permission for the public display of fireworks on July 6, 2013; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all appropriate permissions, clearances and conventions appertaining to the traditional North Plainfield Independence Day Parade be granted and appropriately applied to the scheduled municipal festivities of Monday, July 4, 2013; and

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that any fees regarding these municipally sponsored activities are hereby waived.

RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Subsequent Sewer Payment
Block 115 Lot 1


$    138.79

FWDSL

1st Half 2013






5 Cold Hill Road S. Suite 11








Mendham, NJ  07945

RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 22 Lot 9


$     409.75

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00051





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       100.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 195 Lot 27


$     717.46

FWDSL 

Certificate #12-00225





5 Cold Hill Road Suite 11


Premium


      
       300.00

Mendham, NJ  07945




Block 104 Lot 16


$  3,174.84

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital


Certificate #11-00120





50 So. 16th St., Suite 1950



Premium



       500.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102




Block 203.06 Lot 38


$  2,416.65

Singh Real Estate 
Certificate #11-00212





555 W. Lincoln Drive




Premium


                   700.00

Marlton, NJ  08053




RESOLUTION NO. 06-10-13-01h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 10th day of June, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Frank D’Amore 

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Violation of Board of Adjustment Resolution  

	
	Re:  Violation 11-4.2

	
	Re:  Violation 22-122.10(3)

	
	Re:  Violation 11-4.3

	Township of Green Brook Land Use Board
	Re:  Public Hearing on McDonald’s Corporation Application June 10, 2013 

	New Jersey Transit
	Re:  Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Triennial Agency Goal Announcement 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mrs. Forbes requested status of the codification of the Board of Health ordinances.  Mr. Bernstein explained that the codification process remains a work in progress with completion of a draft ordinance in the near future.    
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commended all involved in the Street Fair.  The speaker suggested that the Council members look at the properties located at 104 Sycamore Avenue, 41 Washington Avenue and 109 Park Place to determine if violations exist.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:


Mayor Giordano thanked Councilman La Ronde and his committee for all of their work with the Street Fair.  He announced that the Recreation picnic will be held on June 18, the Fourth of July parade will be held on July 4 at 10:00 a.m. and the fireworks will be held on July 6 at 7:30 p.m.  

Mrs. Forbes announced that Project Graduation will benefit from the ticket sales to the Police Department verses Varsity Soccer game on June 14.  The Councilwoman thanked Mr. La Ronde for a job well done with the Street Fair.   


Mr. La Ronde thanked those that assisted him with the Street Fair and offered special thanks to Mr. Rodino and the Department of Public Works for their efforts and the Police Department for the extra staff in attendance.        


Mr. Merrill thanked all involved for a superb job with the Street Fair. 


Mr. Stabile thanked Mr. La Ronde for a great job on the Street Fair.  

Council President Singleterry commended Mr. La Ronde for his efforts with the Street Fair and announced that the Farmer’s Market will begin earlier than anticipated this year on June 29.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

06/10/13

