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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield NJ on Monday, 24 June 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 24, 2013 at 7:35 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde 

Everett Merrill 

Keiona R. Miller 

Frank “Skip” Stabile 



                    Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President


Also Present:  

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


ABSENT:  

Council Member:
Frank Righetti (excused)

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Singleterry.   


The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Frank N. D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, advised that no elected officials had attended the May 29, 2013 North Plainfield Citizens for Community Rights’ public hearing.  Reporting a certificate of occupancy may not have been issued to the owners of 126 Hidden Trail, the speaker stressed the need to establish the property boundaries.  
Tracy Peters, 495 Ayres Avenue, North Plainfield, voiced her concerns regarding the breeding of mosquitoes in those areas with standing water.  Advising that West End School is one such are of concern, the speaker reported that Somerset County did not spray until August of last year.  Mr. Hollod suggested that Ms. Peters alert the county to the areas of concern.  Mr. Stabile, commenting that poorly maintained private swimming pools remain a concern, urged Ms. Peters to contact the Somerset County Health Department.       

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Canvassing and Soliciting – D.M.S.  Council President Singleterry explained that the canvassing ordinance is rather old and in need of an update.  Mr. Bernstein offered to draft an amended ordinance for the Council’s review.   
2.
Award of Ambulance Contract – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod reported that two bids were received on June 6, with one being a clear low bid.  Responding to Mr. Merrill, Mr. Hollod advised that the ambulance awarded to the Rescue Squad remains theirs at this point.  Explaining that the Borough currently operates two ambulances, the business administrator reported that the trade-in option will be exercised.   

3.
Planning Board Preliminary Investigation of Redevelopment Areas – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that the Planning Board is looking at the Master Plan and reviewing those areas in need of additional study, specifically the old mill, the Ballas property and the Villa Maria site.      

OLD BUSINESS:  None.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  
Mrs. Forbes reported on the Board of Education’s presentation of the Middle School mentoring program which helps students with their speech, dress and building their self-esteem.  The use of quilt-making was instrumental in helping students understand math, she concluded.  
Ms. Miller reported that Municipal Alliance Committee’s STEP program will begin this Thursday at Stony Brook.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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