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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 23 September 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 23, 2013 at 8:15 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill  

Frank Righetti 

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


ABSENT:


Council Member:
Keiona R. Miller
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.     
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked Mr. Rodino for his intercession on the repair of a street lamp after PSE&G were repeatedly advised of the outage to no avail.

Frank N. D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, was disappointed that Mr. Slack had left.  The speaker rejoined that he had taken the 175 Sycamore Avenue driveway case to municipal court.  The judge had ruled that Mr. D’Amore had no right to bring charges, and told him to take it to Somerville.  There, the Superior Court subpoenaed Messrs. Slack and D’Amore; and found in favor of Mr. D’Amore.

  The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 9, 2013.  

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 9, 2013: 


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:  Righetti 
Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:
Attorney/Client Privilege


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A 10:4-6  et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of the executive session.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on roll call carried all six voting aye.
Council President Singleterry called for a recess at 8:21 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session at 8:52 p.m. by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.  All six Council Members marked present at the beginning of the Regular Meeting remained present.
Mr. Bernstein explained that discussions in the Executive Session had concerned certain aspects of Ordinance No. 13-01 which was up for public hearing and final adoption tonight.

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 13-01  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, CHAPTER IV, ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING,” SPECIFICALLY SECTION 4-1, ENTITLED “TAXICABS”

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:   No one appeared.


Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Merrill with Roll Call as follows:
Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill

Nays:  Forbes, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry

Resolution failed (2-4).

Mr. Bernstein suggested that the Taxi Subcommittee reconvene in order to give his office some guidance on revision of the defeated Ordinance.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-23-13-03a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03a    APPROVAL TO  SUBMIT  A GRANT APPLICA- 
TION AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE WILSON AVENUE ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield formally approves the grant application for the above stated project.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2014-North Plainfield Borough-00511 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign  the grant  agreement on  behalf of the  Borough  of  North  Plainfield and that their signatures constitute acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approved the execution of the grant agreement. 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03b  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds due to State Tax Appeals awarded to the owner listed below for tax years 2011 and 2012:


Block 81  Lot 16

Wachovia Bank c/o Thomson Reuters

2011 - $11,988.70


274-6 Somerset Street



2012 - $12,322.18


North Plainfield, NJ 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03c  
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to authorize the sale of various surplus equipment no longer in use by the Borough at public sale pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 to the highest bidder;

1.
The Borough of North Plainfield hereby declares that the above-described surplus equipment is no longer needed for public use.

2.
The Borough of North Plainfield, its officers and attorney are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to proceed with a public sale of said surplus equipment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Police Department be and hereby is authorized and directed to sell said surplus equipment at a public auction to be held on the Internet on the website www.propertyroom.com commencing October 10, 2013; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any monies received as a result of said auction shall be paid into the general municipal treasury in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of said auction, designating the time and place therefore, to be published in an official newspaper of the Borough not less than 10 days prior to the date of said public auction.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03d     RESOLUTION    OF    THE    BOROUGH 

COUNCIL  RESCINDING  ITS  APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO.

09-09-13-3C   AND   AWARDING  THE   2013  CAPITAL  ROAD  IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT    TO    REIVAX   CONTRACTING   CORP.   AND   AUTHORIZING    THE
MAYOR     AND     BOROUGH     CLERK     TO     EXECUTE     ALL    DOCUMENTS

IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS PROJECT ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a contractor to provide certain construction services for the Borough’s 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously advertised for bid proposals from contractors relating to the 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield received bid proposals from four (4) contractors; and, 


WHEREAS, after review of all bid packages, the lowest responsible bidder was Reivax Contracting, Corp. with a principal business address located at 356 Thomas Street, City of Newark, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, who submitted the following bid proposal:

(a) Base Bid not to exceed  


$ 770,448.55

(b) Alternate Bid A not to exceed 

$   79,870.00

(c) Alternate Bid B not to exceed

$ 120,900.00

WHEREAS, on September 9, 2013, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield approved and adopted Resolution No. 09-09-13-3c; and,

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 09-09-13-3c awarded the 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project contract to Reivax Contracting, Corp. (hereinafter referred to as “Reivax”) with a principal business address located at 356 Thomas Street, City of Newark, County of Essex, State of New Jersey; and, 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 09-09-13-3c incorrectly awarded to Reivax the 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project Alternate Bid A in an amount not to exceed Seventy-Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy Dollars ($79,870.00); and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to rescind the approval and adoption of Resolution No. 09-09-13-3c; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to award the Base Bid and Alternate Bid B to Reivax Contracting, Corp. for a total contract amount that shall not exceed Eight Hundred Ninety-One Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Eight Dollars and Fifty-Five Cents ($ 891,348.55). 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby rescinds its approval and adoption of Resolution No. 09-09-13-3c.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby awards the contract for the 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project to Reivax Contracting, Corp. with a principal business address located at 356 Thomas Street, City of Newark, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, for a total contract amount not exceed Eight Hundred   Ninety-One   Thousand   Three   Hundred   Forty-Eight   Dollars  and  Fifty-Five  Cents    

($891,348.55) which includes the Base Bid and Alternate Bid B.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council does hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute any and all such documents that may come before him as presented by the Borough Engineer and/or Borough Attorney, in furtherance of the Borough’s 2013 Capital Road Improvements Project, without the need for any further formal action by this Borough Council.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03e  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:



Refund of Duplicate Permit Fees 


Karl Hamer





$167.00



540 Rockview Avenue



North Plainfield, NJ 07060

RESOLUTION NO. 09-23-13-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of September, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano advised of the recent Senior Citizens’ Club seventh anniversary with a western theme, luncheon and live music.  He further reminded of Saturday’s 35th annual Senior Citizens’ Picnic, which will feature a live band and lots of good food.  The annual Coaches’ Appreciation Barbecue was held last weekend.
He reiterated the cause for breast cancer awareness as expressed in this evening’s proclamation, advised of the Girl Scout Open House on October 19th and noted that Costco applications would be available on October 10th at the Memorial Library per Library Director Lauren Ryan.  The actual Costco store opening is slated for November 14th.  In the meantime, a helicopter will be observed at the Costco site as it brings in equipment as part of an HVAC installation on the roof of the building.

Mr. Hollod offered his thanks for the Council’s support on the Wilson Avenue project.  Further, multiple municipal projects will be underway, including sewers, finishing touches on the Borough Hall roof and the on-going work on Council Chambers in the building.
Mrs. Forbes thanked Messrs. DeBlasio and Rodino for bringing their expertise to tonight’s meeting with their detailed explanations. 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

09/23/13

