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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 9 December 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, December 9, 2013 at 7:53 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 

Frank Righetti 

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 


ABSENT:
Council Members:
Keiona R. Miller (excused) 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.     
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

  The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 25, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:  

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of November 25, 2013:  All in favor.  

HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 13-06  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF SANITARY SEWERS AT THE NORTHWOOD APARTMENTS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $200,000 THEREFOR FROM THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $95,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 13-06 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested that item “k” be removed for a separate vote.

Mr. Stabile requested that item “i” be removed for a separate vote.  

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

12-09-13-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, j and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six in favor.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02a  REMEMBERING MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that 


WHEREAS, MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN  was a Plainfield native and 1946 PHS graduate, who with her beloved husband, Harry “Pete” Hansen, moved to North Plainfield in 1949; and


WHEREAS, MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN and Pete were admired by their many Warfield Road friends and neighbors.  They were blessed in their union with five children and five grandchildren; and


WHEREAS, MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN became involved in the civic and school affairs of North Plainfield.  She was West End Elementary School secretary; and


WHEREAS, SKIP served on the North Plainfield Borough Council from 1985 through 1992, for two years as President of the Council and Board of Health, as Chairperson of the Plainfield Joint Meeting and through membership on various boards and committees, including the Library Advisory Committee, Recreation Advisory Committee, Green Acres Commission and liaison to the Rent Stabilization Board; and


WHEREAS, SKIP served on the Friends of Vermeule Board of Trustees, as Secretary to the Friends; and, as a powerful advocate for open space, was instrumental in securing the Mansion and its property as Green Acres Open Space for the Borough; and

WHEREAS, SKIP remained active in the civic and social affairs of North Plainfield, and was a friend and mentor to many, especially within the school, civic, church and senior communities.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby honor MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN for her years of dedicated service to her “hometown,” and on behalf of all the people of this community, it commends and expresses its sincere appreciation for her tireless efforts; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends deepest condolences upon her passing, to the family of MABEL “SKIP” HANSEN, especially her children and grandchildren.



RESOLUTION NO.  12-09-13-02b  PROVIDING FOR A TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2014 PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-19


WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-19 provides for the adoption of temporary appropriations for the period between the beginning of the Budget Year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2014 for the purposes and amounts required;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2014 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, Somerset County and State of New Jersey for the Year of 2014:
                                       Salaries      Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND             & Wages      Expenses
20-100  Department of Administration $ 50,000.00   $ 3,550.00

20-110  Borough Council                    00.00     1,000.00

20-120  Borough Clerk                  30,750.00     6,500.00

20-130  Department of Finance          59,250.00     3,375.00

20-135  Annual Audit                                 9,500.00

20-145  Tax Collection                               3,000.00

20-150  Division of Assessments        17,250.00     1,175.00

20-151  Tax Appeals                                  3,750.00 

20-155  Department of Law                           55,000.00

20-165  Engineering                                 10,500.00

20-175  Historical Commission


  500.00       250.00

21-180  Planning Board                    300.00     1,375.00

21-185  Board of Adjustment               300.00     1,625.00

22-195  Uniform Construction Code      40,000.00     1,125.00

23-210 Liability Insurance                        383,000.00 

23-220  Group Insurance                            500,000.00

23-225  Unemployment Compensation                   15,000.00

25-240  Police                      1,136,000.00    14,756.25

25-241  Crossing Guards                42,500.00         0.00

25-252  Emergency Management            1,725.00     1,975.00

25-265  Fire Protection               679,356.25    13,637.50

25-266  Fire Hydrant                                48,250.00

25-267  Uniform Fire Code               3,000.00     1,589.75

25-268  LOSAP                                        1,500.00

25-269  Emergency Medical Services                   5,500.00

25-275  Borough Prosecutor              6,500.00         0.00

26-290  Street & Roads                214,500.00    89,750.00

26-310  Building & Grounds                          15,000.00

26-315  Vehicle Maintenance                         42,250.00 
27-330  Health                        52,500.00     29,250.00

27-340  Dog Regulation                               8,750.00

28-370  Recreation                    22,687.50      4,250.00

28-375  Maintenance of Parks                         1,625.00

28-380  Shade Tree Advisory Board                    2,500.00

30-415  Retirement Benefits                         50,000.00

30-420  Celebration of Public Events                 1,625.00

31-201  Contingent                                   1,375.00

31-430  Electricity                                 90,000.00

31-440  Telephone                                   18,750.00

31-445  Water                                        5,000.00

31-446  Natural Gas                                 15,000.00

31-460  Gasoline                                    50,000.00

31-461  Technology                                   4,000.00

31-462  Postage                                      8,750.00

31-471  Employees Retirement System                 58,933.25

                                      Salaries       Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND             & Wages      Expenses
36-472  Social Security                             85,000.00

36-474  Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement              0.00

36-475  Police/Fireman Retirement                  477,160.25

41-899  Matching Funds for Grants                    1,250.00

42-300  COAH Housing                                 1,250.00

42-305  Somerset County Recycling                   47,500.00

42-405  Parking Authority             18,025.00          0.00

42-520  NJDEP Permit Fee                             1,312.50

43-490  Municipal Court               78,000.00      5,000.00

43-495  Public Defender                              1,000.00

62-405  Capital Equipment         _____________      9,500.00 

           Totals                 $2,453,143.75 $2,212,714.50

45-920  Payment of Bond Principle $             $  440,000.00

45-925  Note Principle                             770,000.00

45-930  Interest on Bonds                           28,160.00

45-935  Interest on Notes                  0.00    200,000.00
           Totals                 $        0.00 $1,438,160.00 

                                       Salaries       Other      

 A/C #    SEWER UTILITY FUND            & Wages     Expenses

55-501  Sewer Operating             $ 48,750.00 $   10,750.00

55-502  Plainfield Area Regional Sewer             393,750.00    

55-541  Social Security





   3,500.00

55-542  Unemployment Comp Insurance                    250.00

 

          Totals Sewer Utility      $ 48,750.00 $  408,250.00 

 
55-520  Payment of Bond Principal                $       0.00

55-522  Interest on Bonds                   0.00         0.00
55-523  Principal/Interest-Notes                    70,000.00     
           Totals                  $       00.00 $  70,000.00 


RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZATION FINAL PAYMENT OF ROCKVIEW AVENUE INTERCEPTOR EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT AND RELATED CHANGE ORDER AND OTHER MATTERS


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has entered into an Agreement with CRJ Contracting Corporation to do emergency replacement work on the Rockview Avenue Interceptor; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough’s engineers on the project have certified that there is a Change Order to the project, as well as an estimate for final payment, both of which the Borough wishes to accept.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that in regard to the Rockview Avenue Interceptor Emergency Replacement work, based on the recommendations of Hatch Mott McDonald, the Borough’s engineers in the matter, that the Borough shall take the following action as to this Project:

(1) As to Change Order No. 1, dated November 18, 2013, the Borough accepts same, which results in a reduction of the price of the Project by $54,094.00 to a new total of $205,456.00; 
(2) As to Payment Estimate No. 2, dated November 18, 2013, the Borough shall pay $53,692.00 to CRJ Contracting Corporation for the work done, which represents the final payment on this Project; and,
(3) The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents on behalf of the Borough to effectuate the provisions of this Resolution.    

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02d  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SURPLUS FUNDS
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:A-58 provides for the transfer of surplus funds from one account to the other during the last two months of the calendar year:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that transfers be made in the Borough’s 2013 budget appropriations in accordance with the following schedule:
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect upon adoption:

A/C #
NAME





  FROM
      TO
CURRENT FUND

43-490-100 Municipal Court-S&W                              $31,000.00

22-195-100 Uniform Construction Code-S&W                                      $  7,000.00

22-195-200 Uniform Construction Code-OE                                              3,000.00

26-310-200 Building & Grounds-OE                                                         5,000.00

31-460-200 Utilities-Gasoline                                                                  10,000.00

36-472-200 Social Security                                                                        6,000.00

25-265-200 Fire-OE                                                         2,000.00
25-265-100 Fire-S&W                                                                                2,000.00
    
Totals                                                                            $33,000.00        $33,000.00


RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02e  AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS


WHEREAS, there are various tax overpayments that are unconfirmed on the books and records of the Borough of North Plainfield that are inactive, unclaimed or unsubstantiated, and


WHEREAS, the Tax Collector is recommending that they be cancelled.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Tax Collector cancel the tax overpayments as follows:
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Block
Lot
Qual

Year
Qtr
Amount
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Totals 




        $74,509.11

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Dumpster Permit:

Ryan Harty

$ 200.00


211 Midway Avenue


Fanwood, NJ  07023


Property at:


Daniel Hendrickson


308 Jeffries Place


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

  
RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that due to a duplicate tax payment to Block 203.01 Lot 32, the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Duplicate Tax Payment:

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

$1,780.66


1 Home Campus


Des Moines, IA  50328
RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby adopt the following schedule as a schedule of agenda conferences and regular council meetings for the year 2014.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to post copies of said Schedule on the bulletin board in Borough Hall reserved for said purpose, to forward copies of same to the Courier News, The Star Ledger, WKMB Radio and the North Plainfield Memorial Library and to take such other steps as shall be required by law to comply with the Open Public Meetings Act.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Agenda Conferences and Regular Meetings of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield for the year 2014 shall be held at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield until such time, to be announced, the meetings can resume in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.  Agenda Conferences shall begin at 7:30 p.m., immediately followed by Regular Meetings.  Executive Sessions and meetings of the Borough Council acting as the local Board of Health may be convened as announced.  Said meetings shall be held on the following dates:

JANUARY




JULY

13, 27





14, 28

FEBRUARY




AUGUST

10, 24





11

MARCH




SEPTEMBER

10, 24





8, 22

APRIL





OCTOBER

14, 28





14*, 27

MAY





NOVEMBER

12, 27*





10, 24

JUNE





DECEMBER

9, 23





8, 22

*Tuesday meeting due to Monday holiday

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02j  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD SUSPENDING THE BUSINESS HOUR RESTRICTION ON THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT CERTAIN PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSEES’ ESTABLISHMENTS

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield has an ordinance prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages on January 1, New Year’s Day, between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. unless January 1st is a Sunday; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough has received written requests from The Bridge, Plenary Retail Consumption License No.  1814-33-001-003 and Top Shelf, Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 1814-33-004-003 to allow the extension of their hours of operation on January 1, 2014 to better enable them to serve their clientele and to improve their receipts during difficult financial times; and

WHEREAS, The Bridge, at 54 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey and Top Shelf, at 164 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey have requested permission to close at 3:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 1, 2014; and
WHEREAS, New Year’s Eve generates a large amount of business for alcoholic beverage licensees in the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to grant the requests of The Bridge and Top Shelf to remain open until a later hour on January 1, 2014;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the business hours restriction on the sale of alcoholic beverages is hereby suspended on January 1, 2014 to allow The Bridge and Top Shelf to sell alcoholic beverages until last call at 2:00 a.m. with non-alcoholic sales permitted until 3:00 a.m. closing at that time.

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 9th day of December, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2014 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Cesar V. Soria, t/a

Soria Taxi LLC

477 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ  07060
Seconded by Mr. Merrill with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Singleterry 

Nays:  Merrill, Stabile  

Abstain:  La Ronde, Righetti 

Resolution failed 2-2-2. 

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-02k  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2014, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Blanca E. Mejia


Sergio B. Portero

301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 201

384 Somerset Street, Apt. 6

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Fabian Soria



Manuel A. Carchi 

621 West 3rd Street


379 North 13 Street, 1st Floor

Plainfield, NJ  07060


Newark, NJ  07107

                                    Jorge A. Almonte

                                      215 First Street

                              Perth Amboy, NJ  08861

Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:
Ayes:  Forbes, Singleterry

Nays:  Merrill, Stabile 

Abstain:  La Ronde, Righetti 

Resolution failed 2-2-2. 
Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-09-13-03  FORM OF RESOLUTION REQUESTING CHANGE IN TITLE, TEXT OR AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.40A:4-85

WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-85 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may, at the request of, or with the consent of, the governing body of any county or municipality, make such correction of the title, text, or amount of any appropriation appearing in the budget as may be necessary to make said item of appropriation available for the purpose or purposes required for the needs of any county or municipality,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provisions of NJS 40A:4-85, the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to make the following correction in the 2013 budget:

Change Title and Text:

From:
Matching Funds for Grant


$4,246.75

To:
Municipal Alliance Grant-Matching Funds
$4,246.75

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the foregoing correction is, in the opinion of the governing body, warranted and authorized by the statute referred to above, and is necessary for the orderly operation of the Borough of North Plainfield for the reasons set forth:

The 2013 adopted budget set funds aside under the line item “Matching Funds for Grants” in the amount of $5,000.  A portion of those matching funds are now required for the 2013 Municipal Alliance Grant.

Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye. 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Gary & Geraldine Levendusky, Top Shelf

North Plainfield, NJ
	Request for extended opening hours – New Year’s Eve

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Newly Elected Officials 

	Hildy Jackson

North Plainfield, NJ
	NPHS Project Graduation 2014 Senior Smash

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Activity Report for October 2013

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Withdrawal Flood Hazard Application 

	State of New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety

Trenton, NJ

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC

Borough Clerk
	Retail License Non-Renewal Notice 

Unofficial Bid Summary – Miscellaneous Bluestone Sidewalk Leveling 2013


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the status of the alternate side of the street parking signs.  Advising of the need to finish the leaves collection, Mr. Rodino further noted the need for a machine to assist with the installation of the signs.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mrs. Forbes thanked the Mayor, Recreation Department and the Department of Public Works for a magnificent display of decorations and wished everyone a happy Holiday season.  

Responding to Mr. Stabile, Councilman La Ronde noted a smaller than usual turnout for the Santa Comes to Town due to its falling on Thanksgiving weekend.
Mayor Giordano announced the ICF holiday movie night will be held Saturday, December 14 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  Thanking everyone involved for their efforts with the Santa Comes to Town, the Mayor wished happy holidays to everyone.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

12/09/13


