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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 27 January 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, January 27, 2014 at 7:33 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde




Everett Merrill





Keiona R. Miller




Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Frank Righetti (excused)





Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused) 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Singleterry.     
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2013 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


Mr. Phoenix took the opportunity to remind all present that the evening’s scheduled Agenda Conference had been cancelled, but that the Mayoral Proclamation and Public Comment segment that were scheduled as part of the Conference would take place in the context of tonight’s Regular Meeting.


MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:

Mayor Giordano read the following Mayoral Proclamation:

WHEREAS, as a longtime resident of the Borough of North Plainfield and having graduated from North Plainfield High School, James Freeman has served his community with dedication and honor and; 


WHEREAS, James Freeman was elected to the Board of Education and served on that body from 1979 to 1985 dedicating his service to North Plainfield children and their families.  He was Vice President of the Board from 1984 to 1985 and;


WHEREAS, James Freeman served with distinction as a member of the North Plainfield Borough Council being elected in 1992, having served from 1993 to 1996, and was elected President of the Council and;

WHEREAS, James Freeman was the governing body’s representative to the Planning Board, as well as being the Council’s representative to various other committees and;


WHEREAS, James Freeman served North Plainfield as a member of the Mayor’s Special Events Committee and before that as a member of the 4th of July Parade Committee and;


WHEREAS, James Freeman served as North Plainfield’s representative to the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer Authority (PARSA) and its predecessor organization, The Plainfield Joint Meeting, for over 20 years and;


WHEREAS, James Freeman served honorably during the Vietnam Era and is a long time member of the American Legion’s Ball-Kirch Post 265, and has been Commander of the post several different times.  He has presided over the Borough’s Memorial Day services many times, has taken the lead on the Legion’s annual flag retirement ceremony, and has researched the service of North Plainfield Veterans and;


WHEREAS, James Freeman has distinguished himself by giving over 35 years of dedicated, loyal and outstanding service to the Borough of North Plainfield.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby thank

James Freeman

for his commitment and dedicated contributions to our Borough and hereby urge all residents to join me in acknowledging James Freeman’s service for the betterment of North Plainfield.  May his dedication and community spirit serve as an example for all our residents.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, explained that the Birdsall Engineering Group’s 2012 report called for the leveling of 1800 linear feet of bluestone in the Grove Street Sidewalk Mitigation Project.  Advising that the 1800 feet of bluestone was determined in May of 2009, the speaker inquired after conducting a current measurement.  


James McGarry, 347 Glendale Road, North Plainfield, commended the Mayor and Council for their recognition of Jim Freeman and thanked them for their support of the North Plainfield Library. 
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of January 13, 2014.
Mrs. Forbes requested that page twelve of the Regular Meeting minutes be amended to reflect the introduction of Consent Agenda No. 2 by Council President Singleterry.  


Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes (as amended):


Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of January 13, 2014:  All in favor.   
APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE – One-year terms:




Michael Giordano Jr.



Elected Official




Angelo Bufaino, P.E.



Consultant Engineer




David E. Hollod



Planning Board Member




William F. Crosby III



Utility Authority Representative

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Merrill requested that items “c” and “d” be removed for separate votes.   

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

01-27-14-01a, b and e
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, by nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, the following are hereby appointed to the Municipal Wastewater Management Plan Committee for terms expiring December 31, 2014:



Michael Giordano Jr. – Elected Official



Angelo Bufaino, P.E. – Consultant Engineer



David E. Hollod – Planning Board Member



William F. Crosby III – Utility Authority Representative; and



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that by nomination of the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council, William F. Crosby III is hereby appointed Chair of the Municipal Wastewater Management Plan Committee; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that William F. Crosby III be appointed to the Somerset County Wastewater Advisory Committee and David E. Hollod, as alternate, for terms expiring December 31, 2014. 

RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01b   WHEREAS, the following applicant has filed application for coin-operated amusement devices license for calendar year 2014 and has submitted the required fee; and


WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigation of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of the application would be in order;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2014 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:

Jose H. Hernandez, t/a

Mi Mundo Latino LLC

375 Somerset Street

North Plainfield, NJ 07060

RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 27th day of January, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for two years in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Scot Prokocimer, t/a

Adolphs Limousine Service

53 Jennings Lane

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Singleterry

Nays:  Merrill, Miller 
Resolution carried 3-2. 

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 01-27-14-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Simon A. Reyes


Blanca C. Shulca

1360 George Street


14 Linden Avenue

Plainfield, NJ  07062


North Plainfield, NJ  07060


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Singleterry


Nays:  Merrill, Miller 

Resolution carried 3-2. 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey Department of Agriculture
	Seeking Sponsors for the Summer Food Service Program

	Sustainable Jersey 

Ewing, NJ
	Sustainable Jersey 2014 Certification Cycle 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Activity Report for December 2013

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Municipal Rights-of-way for 2013

	New Jersey American Water

Voorhees, NJ
	Petition of New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. to Change the Levels of its Purchased Water Adjustment Clause and Purchased Wastewater (Sewerage) Treatment Adjustment Clause



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mr. La Ronde requested further discussion of the Garage Sale Ordinance.  Council President Singleterry requested a discussion and resolution regarding the memo received from the New Jersey Highlands Coalition.   
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, noted that the TC Landscaping bid for leveling the bluestone in the Washington Park District is less than the grant funding and inquired after plans for the remainder of those funds.  The speaker proposed the excess monies be used to conduct a survey of the district or re-set as much as the bluestone curbing as possible which may help to direct water run-off.     
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano thanked Jim Rodino and Angelo Costello for their assistance with the Police Department’s rescue of a dog from Green Acres pond.  

Mrs. Forbes offered her congratulations to Jim Freeman and commended the ROTC cadets who attended a documentary presentation in Gettysburg for their behavior and thoughtful questions.

Messrs. La Ronde and Merrill and Ms. Miller all thanked Jim Freeman for his dedication and service to the Borough.   
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           01/27/14

