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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 10 February 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 10, 2014 at 7:58 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde




Everett Merrill





Keiona R. Miller




Frank Righetti





Frank “Skip” Stabile





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2013 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 27, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Regular Meeting of January 27, 2014:  All in favor.   
Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-01 be read by its title by the Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing February 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 14-01  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER IV, ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING,” SECTION 4-11 ENTITLED, “GARAGE SALES” 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Council President Singleterry regretfully announced the passing of Alfred Zarnowski and offered his condolences to his family.    

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-10-14-02a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02a  RESOLUTION IN REMEMBRANCE OF ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI   

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that


WHEREAS, ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI, was a Dunellen native and 1965 Dunellen High School graduate, who, with his beloved wife, Leslie, moved to North Plainfield in 1972; Al graduated Newark College of Engineering in 1972 and obtained a masters degree from Rutgers University in 1979, and is the holder of six (6) patents; and,


WHEREAS, ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI
 and Leslie were admired by their many West End Avenue friends and neighbors.  They were blessed in their union with two children, Ryan and Steven; and




WHEREAS, ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI
 participated in the civic affairs of North Plainfield.  He was involved in the Boy Scouts, North Plainfield Recreation and, in 1987 was appointed to the Board of Adjustment; and


WHEREAS, AL served on the North Plainfield  Board of Adjustment for twenty-seven (27) years from 1987 through 2013, for three years as vice chairman, and eight years as chairperson; and

WHEREAS, AL remained active in the civic affairs of North Plainfield, and was a friend and mentor to many, especially on the Board of Adjustment.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby honor ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI for his years of dedicated service to the Borough of North Plainfield and on behalf of all the people of this community, it commends and expresses its sincere appreciation for his tireless efforts; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends deepest condolences upon his passing to the family of ALFRED “AL” ZARNOWSKI, his beloved wife Leslie, their children and grandchildren.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02b  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2014 TEMPORARY BUDGET     
WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provides for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2014;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2014 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2014:

                                       

     


         Salaries      Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND          

        
       & Wages      Expenses
20-100  Department of Administration 

                  $ 50,000.00  $  3,550.00

20-110  Borough Council                             




        1,000.00

20-120  Borough Clerk                  



          30,750.00     6,500.00

20-130  Department of Finance           


          59,250.00     3,375.00

20-135  Annual Audit                                



                    9,500.00

20-145  Tax Collection                              



                    3,000.00

20-150  Division of Assessments        


         17,250.00      1,175.00

20-151  Tax Appeals                                 



        
        3,750.00 

20-155  Department of Law                          



       
      55,000.00

20-165  Engineering                                



    
      10,500.00
20-175  Historical Commission


  
       
  500.00          250.00





     


          Salaries           Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND           

                   & Wages      Expenses

21-180  Planning Board                    



      
  300.00       1,375.00

21-185  Board of Adjustment              


              300.00       1,625.00
22-196   Uniform Construction Code      


         40,000.00       1,125.00
22-196  Liability Insurance                       



                375,000.00 

23-220  Group Insurance                           



                800,000.00

23-225  Unemployment Compensation                  

           
                  15,000.00

25-240  Police                      



               2,100,000.00     25,000.00

25-241  Crossing Guards                


                    42,500.00              0.00

25-252  Emergency Management            


          1,725.00        1,975.00

25-265  Fire Protection             


               1,000,000.00     13,637.50

25-266  Fire Hydrant                               



       
       48,250.00                                   
25-267  Uniform Fire Code              


                     3,000.00        1,589.75

25-268  LOSAP                                        



         
        1,500.00

25-269  Emergency Medical Services                   


         
        5,500.00

25-275  Borough Prosecutor             



         6,500.00               0.00

26-290  Street & Roads               


       
     214,500.00      89,750.00

26-310  Building & Grounds                          


        
      25,000.00

26-315  Vehicle Maintenance                         


                  42,250.00

27-330  Health                        



                   52,500.00      29,250.00

27-340  Dog Regulation                               



       
        8,750.00

28-370  Recreation                    


         
       25,000.00        4,250.00

28-375  Maintenance of Parks                         


                   1,625.00

28-380  Shade Tree Advisory Board                    


         
        2,500.00

30-415  Retirement Benefits                      


                           100,000.00

30-420  Celebration of Public Events                 


        
        1,625.00

31-201  Contingent                                   



       
        1,375.00

31-430  Electricity                                 



                  90,000.00

31-440  Telephone                                   



                  18,750.00

31-445  Water                                        



         
        5,000.00

31-446  Natural Gas                                 



      
      15,000.00

31-460  Gasoline                                    



      
      50,000.00

31-461  Technology                                   


                               4,000.00

31-462  Postage                                      



                   8,750.00

31-471  Employees Retirement System                


               216,820.75

36-472  Social Security                             



                 85,000.00

36-474  Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement              


              0.00

36-475  Police/Fireman Retirement                

                       1,423,366.75

41-899  Matching Funds for Grants                    


                  1,250.00

42-300  COAH Housing                                 


         
       1,250.00
42-305  Somerset County Recycling                   


       
     47,500.00
42-405  Parking Authority             



     18,025.00           
   0.00

42-520  NJDEP Permit Fee                             


         
       1,312.50

43-490  Municipal Court               


                 78,000.00         5,000.00

43-495  Public Defender                              



   
        1,000.00

62-405  Capital Equipment       

           
                                         19,500.00 

           Totals                            

                      $3,740,100.00 $3,689,052.25
                                    

            

          Salaries         Other      

 A/C #    SEWER UTILITY FUND    


        & Wages
    Expenses

55-501  Sewer Operating             


              $ 48,750.00     $  10,750.00

55-502  Plainfield Area Regional Sewer             



     450,000.00    

55-541  Social Security





   
         3,500.00

55-542  Unemployment Comp Insurance                                                                250.00

             Totals Sewer Utility  



               $ 48,750.00   $464,500.00 


RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02c  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 2014 ON-CALL SERVICES, EMERGENCY SEWER REPAIRS TO RALPH CHECCHIO, INC.    

WHEREAS, bids were opened as advertised on January 30, 2014, for the contract for 2014 On-Call Services, Emergency Sewer Repairs; and


WHEREAS, six (6) sealed bids were received with the lowest three (3) bids being submitted from the following vendors:

1)  
Ralph Checchio, Inc. - $893.50/hour for all bid items; 

2) John Garcia Construction - $927.00/hour for all bid items; and

3) Reivax Contracting Corp. - $1,165.00/hour for all bid items; and

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Engineer and Attorney have reviewed the bid proposal submissions and have deemed the lowest bidder, Ralph Checchio, Inc., to be reasonable and responsible; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Council is satisfied with the proposal submitted by Ralph Checchio, Inc., the lowest responsible bidder, as being the proposal which satisfies the best interest of the Borough and being in conformance with the requirements promulgated pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and,


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of North Plainfield has certified that sufficient funds are available for this purpose.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that in regard to the bid proposal submissions received for the above referenced contract, based upon the recommendations of the Borough’s Engineer and Attorney, that the Borough shall take the following action:

1.
The contract for the 2014 On-Call Services, Emergency Sewer Repairs is hereby awarded to Ralph Checchio, Inc., and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract with Ralph Checchio, Inc., in accordance with its bid proposal, for a total contract hourly rate on all thirteen (13) bid items not to exceed $893.50, on behalf of the Borough


2.
This Resolution shall take effect immediately.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02d  RESOLUTION OF CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS AND PURPOSES OF THE 2004 HIGHLANDS WATER PROTECTION AND PLANNING ACT

WHEREAS, New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (The Highlands Act) was enacted in order to protect the State’s water supplies and other significant resources; and


WHEREAS, the Highlands Act was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support in both the New Jersey State Senate and New Jersey State Assembly; and


WHEREAS, subsequently in 2008, the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council adopted the New Jersey Highlands Regional Master Plan, and proceeded with a program for its implementation through a Plan Conformance process; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is a municipality that receives a portion of its drinking water from sources within the Highlands Region; and North Plainfield relies on the resources of the Highlands to meet the current and future needs of its residents.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield wishes that it be known that it strongly supports the goals, policies and objectives of the 2004 Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act and the Highlands Regional Master Plan.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:


Refund of Special Inspections Escrow Balance:

Graham Construction

$ 3,800.00


9709 3rd Avenue, Suite 300


Seattle, WA  98115


Attn:  Webb Miller


          Costco Project   

RESOLUTION NO. 02-10-14-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 10th day of February, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Shade Tree Advisory Board
	Trees to be planted on Harrison Avenue

	PSE&G
	2014 Construction Plans

	New Jersey Land Conservation Rally

Far Hills, NJ
	18th Annual New Jersey Land Conservation Rally on Saturday, March 22 at the Busch Campus Student Center of Rutgers University in Piscataway

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	February 6, 2014 Meeting Agenda 

	Frank D’Amore

North Plainfield, NJ
	Violation of 22-115.7

	
	Violation of Board of Adjustment Resolution 

	PK Environmental Planning & Engineering

Chatham, NJ
	NJDEP Flood Hazard Area Verification & FHA Individual Permit 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the Budget numbers, he questioned why North Plainfield has the highest tax rate in Somerset County.  Voicing his displeasure with the amount of vehicles parked on the streets which impedes Public Work’s snow plowing, the speaker urged the Police Department to remove those vehicles.  Mayor Giordano interjected that the Police Department was appraised of the situation and handled it accordingly.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked the Department of Public Works for their efforts with all of the snowstorms to date and announced that the benches, carpeting and flooring have been installed in the Council chambers.  The Mayor offered his congratulations to Mr. Stabile and his bride on their wedding day.  
Mr. Hollod encouraged the Council and public to approach him with budget related questions.  
Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. Rodino and the Department of Public Works for their efforts with the snowstorms and offered her congratulations to Mr. Stabile.

Messrs. La Ronde, Merrill and Righetti and Ms. Miller congratulated Mr. Stabile and thanked the Department of Public Works for their snow plowing efforts. 
Mr. Stabile thanked the Department of Public Works for their hard work.
Mr. Rodino advised that the Department of Public Works is comprised of just eleven men and commended their efforts.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           02/10/14

