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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 24 February 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 24, 2014 at 8:02 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde




Keiona R. Miller




Frank Righetti





Frank “Skip” Stabile





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Dominic DiYanni, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused) 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2013 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 10, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of February 10, 2014:  All in favor. 
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 14-01  AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE, AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD CHAPTER IV, ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING,” SECTION 4-11 ENTITLED, “GARAGE SALES” 

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.  

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-01 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.


Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-24-14-02a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Stabile


Abstain:  Singleterry


Resolution carried 5-0-1.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02a  A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE 2013 SOMERSET COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL ALL-HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE
WHEREAS, all of Somerset County has exposure to natural hazards that increase the risk to life, property, environment and the County’s economy; and

WHEREAS; pro-active mitigation of known hazards before a disaster event can reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property; and

WHEREAS, The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) established new requirements for pre and post disaster hazard mitigation programs; and

WHEREAS; a coalition of Somerset County jurisdictions and its school district with like planning objectives has been formed to pool resources and create consistent mitigation strategies within Somerset County; and

WHEREAS, the coalition has completed a planning process that engages the public, assesses the risk and vulnerability to the impacts of natural hazards, develops a mitigation strategy consistent with a set of uniform goals and objectives, and creates a plan for implementing, evaluating and revising this strategy;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield:

1) Adopts in its entirety, the 2013 Somerset County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards 
Mitigation Plan Update (the “Plan”) as the jurisdiction’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions identified in the Plan that pertain to this jurisdiction.

2) Will use the adopted and approved portions of the Plan to guide pre- and post-disaster 
mitigation of the hazards identified.

3) Will coordinate the strategies identified in the Plan with other planning programs and
 mechanisms under its jurisdictional authority.

4)   Will continue its support of the Mitigation Planning Committee as described within the Plan.

5)   Will help to promote and support the mitigation successes of all participants in this Plan.

6)   Will incorporate mitigation planning as an integral component of government and partner 
       operations.

7)   Will provide an update of the Plan in conjunction with the County no less than every 
       five years.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02b  WHEREAS, St. Joseph Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-11754 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and has applied for a raffles license to conduct calendar raffles from April 1, 2014 through April 30, 2014; and


WHEREAS,   investigation   has    shown   that   said   applicant    meets   the requirements for the issuance of a raffles license;

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is  hereby authorized to issue a raffles license to St. Joseph Church to conduct raffles from April 1 , 2014 through April 30, 2014.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Silvita M. Nuñez


Ana V. Perez

54-56 South Avenue


11 Brokaw Blvd. 

Plainfield, NJ  07062


Plainfield, NJ  07060

Luis A. Pocon-Gonzalez

Hugo E. Gamboa

706 West 4th Street


318 Susan Court

Plainfield, NJ  07060


North Plainfield, NJ

Luis A. Gamboa


Sergio Rodas

279 Greenbrook Road


40 Manning Avenue, Apt. 6

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

                                     Nadeem Mushtaq

                           301 Maple Avenue, Apt. 295

                            North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH UTILITY ADVANTAGE, LLC
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey believes that it is in the best interest of the Borough of North Plainfield to execute an Agreement with Utility Advantage, LLC whereby the Borough of North Plainfield designates Utility Advantage, LLC as a provider of energy consultant services to be utilized by the Borough of North Plainfield for the energy procurement processes for a Government Energy Aggregation program; and 


WHEREAS, Utility Advantage, LLC is a company with the required expertise, training and proven reputation to provide such services; and


WHEREAS, the terms of the proposed Agreement have been set forth in a written agreement and have been reviewed and approved by the Municipal Attorney; and


WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40a:11-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for “Professional Services” without competitive bids and the contract itself must be available for public inspection; and


WHEREAS, the cost of all services rendered by Utility Advantage, LLC as consultant shall be paid by the winning energy supplier and not the Borough of North Plainfield; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the agreement by and between the Borough of North Plainfield and Utility Advantage Agreement, LLC, whereby the Borough of North Plainfield designates Utility Advantage, LLC as a provider of energy consultant services to be utilized by the Borough of North Plainfield for the energy procurement processes for a Government Energy Aggregation program; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this Contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the contract is for a service performed by a person authorized by law to practice a recognized profession that is regulated by law; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED a notice of this action shall be printed once in the Courier News.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02e  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR 2014


WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey.


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore, has established a Municipal Alliance Committee; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and


WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Municipal Alliance Committee has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Somerset;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby recognize the following:

1. The Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the North Plainfield Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2014 in the amount of:
DEDR:
$   15,476.00

Cash Match:
       3,869.00

In-Kind:
     11,601.00
2. The Council of the Borough of North Plainfield acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-24-14-02f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 24th day of February, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Election Law Enforcement Commission

Trenton, NJ

NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Somerset County Public Info Office

Somerville NJ

Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition

Somerville, NJ

Comcast Cable

Union, NJ

NJ State Treasurer

Trenton, NJ


	Distribution of Request Forms for

Compliance Manuals

Upcoming Seminars

Inclement Weather Advisories – cancellations &

Postponements

Monthly Event

One-Seat Ride

Comcast/Time Warner Merger

Municipal Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax

Distribution





REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the status of the plaque replacement for Memorial Park.  Advising that it remains a work in progress, the Mayor noted that needed pictures to complete the project had been located.  Mr. D’Amore inquired about the Borough collecting a franchise fee for the energy aggregation program; Mr. Hollod answered in the negative.      
Jennifer McGovern, 371 Malcolm Avenue, North Plainfield, encouraged the Administration to continue to use social media as a way of getting information to residents.  The Council President announced that the Borough’s new phone notification system is underway and Ms. Miller reminded of the Borough’s informative Facebook page.  Encouraging residents to visit the Borough’s information rich website, the Mayor noted the Pride of North Plainfield newspaper is another source of information for residents.  Advising of little to no local media coverage, Council President Singleterry assured the Borough makes every effort to reach residents.  
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, commended Mr. Phoenix for his short and sweet daily weather forecasts on 1630 AM radio.  The speaker announced that this is the 100th anniversary of amateur radio and reminded that it is another way to retrieve important information.      
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked the Department of Public Works for their continued efforts with snow removal.  Advising of crews working on pothole repairs to Borough streets, the Mayor reminded that Somerset County maintains their roads and the State is responsible for repairs to Route 22.  
Thanking the Department of Public Works, Mrs. Forbes encouraged residents to utilize off-street parking whenever feasible to allow the snow plows to clean the entire width of the streets.  
Messrs. La Ronde, Righetti and Singleterry and Ms. Miller thanked the Department of Public Works for their continued efforts with snow removal.   
Mr. Hollod announced that the Council chambers may be ready in time for the next meeting.
Responding to Mr. La Ronde, Mr. Rodino explained that the Department of Transportation will be working on Route 22 each day from 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           02/24/14

