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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 24 March 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 24, 2014 at 7:34 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde 

Keiona R. Miller 

Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President


Also Present: 

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator


Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 





Stephanie Sherwood, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk 


ABSENT:

Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)

Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)  


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Council President Singleterry.             


Council President Singleterry requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of March 20, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:


Mayor Giordano read the following Proclamation and then presented it to William Crosby III:

WHEREAS:  service to others is a hallmark of the American character, and central to how we meet our challenges; and

  
WHEREAS:  the nation’s Mayors are increasingly turning to national service and volunteerism as a cost-effective strategy to meet city needs; and

WHEREAS:  national service participants demonstrate commitment, dedication, and patriotism by making an intensive commitment to service, a commitment that remains with them in their future endeavors; and 

WHEREAS:  the Corporation for National and Community Service through the Somerset County Office of Volunteer Services and its RSVP Program shares a priority with mayors nationwide to engage citizens, improve lives, and strengthen communities; and is joining with the National League of Cities, City of Service, and mayors across the country to recognize the impact of service on the Mayors’ Day of Recognition for National Service on April 1, 2014.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim April 1, 2014 as 

“National Service Recognition Day”

in the Borough of North Plainfield, and encourage residents to recognize the positive impact of national service in our borough and thank those who serve; and to find ways to give back to their communities.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Nathan Rudy, 184 Sandford Avenue, North Plainfield, recalled that Borough Hall renovations began back in 2002 and were well worth the wait.  Voicing his appreciation of the new sound system, the speaker congratulated the Council on their newly renovated chambers.
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, complimented the newly renovated chambers.  Questioning why the Construction Official had not reported to the Historic Preservation Commission as per Ordinance No. 22-122.13d, the speaker noted that there are obvious violations at 51-53 Willow Avenue.      

Brian Benson, 171 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, spoke on behalf of the North Plainfield Junior Canucks and voiced his concerns regarding approval for usage of the various athletic fields.  Council President Singleterry explained that the Council holds no authority over same, while Mrs. Forbes suggested Mr. Benson approach the Board of Education with his concerns.  Mayor Giordano proposed that Mr. Benson meet with the Recreation Director and work towards a mutually agreeable solution.   

William Eason, 166 Delacy Avenue, North Plainfield, introduced himself as a coach of the Junior Canucks and requested the Council’s support of their program.    


NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Public Communication – M.H.F.  Mrs. Forbes explained that a resident recently suggested the town expand its use of social media.  The North Plainfield Group has become a good way to get information out in simple form, she remarked.  Advising that North Plainfield now enjoys an online newspaper, thealternatepress.com, and a Facebook page, the councilwoman encouraged looking into ways of utilizing these social media as often as possible.  Voicing her support, Ms. Miller offered to join a subcommittee with Mrs. Forbes to further research the topic.            
2.
Release and Cancellation of the 99-Year Lease between the Borough and New Jersey American Water Co. – D.E.H.  Mr. Hollod explained that this Resolution allows for the release and cancellation of the 99-year lease with New Jersey American Water pertaining to a small piece of land known as Block 154.01, Lot 1.
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  

Ms. Miller advised that vacancies remain on the Municipal Alliance Committee and Youth Services Commission and encouraged anyone interested in volunteering to contact the Mayor’s office.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

03/24/14

