52

DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 14 April 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 14, 2014 at 8:12 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 





Keiona R. Miller




Frank Righetti





Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Patrick DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer 

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of March 20, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 24, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 24, 2014:  

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Merrill, Stabile 

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, that the approved 2014 Municipal Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield be read by its title; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the determination of the Council that a complete copy of the approved budget, as aforesaid, has been made available for public inspection at the North Plainfield Memorial Library and the Somerset County Library at least one week prior to today’s date, and that a copy of said budget has been made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during this public hearing.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Budget by its title.   

HEARING:

MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.     

Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of: 

$17,187,608.00 (Seventeen Million, One Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand, Six Hundred Eight Dollars) item 1(a) below, for municipal purposes.  I so move.

Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Stabile requested that item “j” be removed for a separate vote. 


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-14-14-03a, b, c, d, e (as amended), f, g, h, i, k and l
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03a  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN MOBILIZATION OF APRIL 1 – APRIL 21, 2014
WHEREAS, distracted driving is a dangerous epidemic on America’s roadways.  In 2012 alone, 3,328 people were killed in distracted driving crashes.  An estimated 421,000 people were injured in motor vehicle crashes involving a distracted driver.  This was a nine percent increase from the estimated 387,000 people injured in 2011.

WHEREAS, distracted driving is any activity that diverts a person’s attention away from the primary task of driving.  All distractions endanger driver, passenger and bystander safety.  These distractions include:  texting, using a cell phone or smartphone, eating and drinking, talking to passengers, grooming, reading, including maps, using a navigation system, watching a video, adjusting a radio, CD player or MP3 player, but, because using a hand held cell phone while driving or sending text messages requires visual, manual and cognitive attention from the driver, they are by far the most alarming distraction.

WHEREAS, April is National Distracted Driver Month, which is a time to remind New Jersey motorists of the state’s distracted driving laws, which include a ban on hand-held cell phone use and text messaging by all drivers and a ban on all cell phone use (hand held or hands free) by novice drivers.

WHEREAS, from April 1-21, 2014, police officers, on an overtime basis, will conduct special enforcement patrols targeting distracted drivers.  The patrols will consist of roving patrols and fixed checkpoints.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that North Plainfield declares its support for the Distracted Driving Crackdown seat belt mobilization both locally and nationally from April 1 – April 21, 2014 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of distracted driving.   
RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03b  A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Whereas, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to apply for funding of approximately $90,000 with a match of $219,791 for an approximate project total cost of $309,791 for a project under the State of New Jersey Safe and Secure Communities Grant Program, and

Whereas, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield has reviewed the accompanying application and has approved said request, and

Whereas, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the Borough of North Plainfield for the purpose described in the application;

Therefore, be it resolved by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that

1. As a matter of public policy, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to

participate to the fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and

Public Safety.

2. The Attorney General will receive funds on behalf of the applicant.

3. The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt

and review of the application for said funds.

4. The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to each applicant

authorized.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2014 CALENDAR YEAR
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of a Borough Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services for the 2014 calendar year; and,


WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and previously submitted a proposal for the following scope of work:

Proposal dated December 5, 2013 - Professional Services Proposal for 2014 Municipal Engineering Services for the Borough of North Plainfield, Somerset County, N.J.; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all of those services contemplated in the afore-referenced Proposal.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby award said contract to Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC and authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., without the need for any further action of this Borough Council.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey. 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT 2014-01 FOR THE NORTHWOOD APARTMENTS SANITARY SEWER TRENCHLESS REHABILITATION PROJECT
WHEREAS, bids were opened as advertised on April 2, 2014, for Contract 2014-01 for the Northwood Apartments Sanitary Sewer Trenchless Rehabilitation project; and

WHEREAS, three (3) sealed bids were received from the following vendors:

Tri-State Grouting, LLC

Base Bid
$  93,710.00

Supp Bid A
$  14,000.00

Supp Bid B
$  19,000.00
Total Bid
$126,710.00

Natl Water Main Cleaning Co.
Base Bid
$121,144.50






Supp Bid A
$  14,250.00






Supp Bid B
$  20,025.00





Total Bid
$159,419.50

Allstate Power Va., Inc.

Base Bid
$204,675.99






Supp Bid A
$  54,286.00






Supp Bid B
$  51,175.00





Total Bid
$310,136.00; and,

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald, Borough Special Engineer and Eric M. Bernstein and Associates, LLC, Borough Attorney, have reviewed the bid proposal submissions and have deemed Tri-State Grouting, Inc. to be the lowest reasonable and responsible bidder; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council is satisfied with the proposal submitted by Tri-State Grouting, LLC., as the lowest responsible bidder, as being the proposal which satisfies the best interest of the Borough and being in conformance with the requirements promulgated pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that in regard to the bid proposal submissions received for the above referenced project, based upon the recommendations of the Borough’s Special Engineer and Attorney, that the Borough shall take the following action:

Contract 2014-01 for the Northwood Apartments Sanitary Sewer Trenchless Rehabilitation project is hereby awarded to Tri-State Grouting, LLC, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed, on behalf of the Borough, to execute a contract with Tri-State Grouting, LLC, in accordance with its bid proposal, for a total contract price for the Base Bid in an amount not to exceed $93,710.00, for Supplemental Bid A in an amount not to exceed $14,000.00, and for Supplemental Bid B in an amount not to exceed $19,000.00, for a total award not to exceed $126,710.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to and contingent upon the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds on behalf of the Borough as to the Base Bid, Supplemental Bid A, and Supplemental Bid B.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, LLC FOR NJDEP 2013 STORMWATER REPORTING 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of an engineer to provide certain specified engineering services; and,


WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted a proposal for the following scope of work:

Proposal dated January 8, 2014 for 2013 NJDEP Stormwater Reporting in an amount not to exceed Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00); and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all those services contemplated in the afore-referenced Proposal.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby award said contract to Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC, and authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same.
RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AWARDING THE GROVE STREET SIDEWALK MITIGATION PROJECT TO GROTTO ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, LLC AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of certain engineering services for the Borough’s Grove Street Sidewalk Mitigation Project; and,

WHEREAS, Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C., with a principal place of business located at 340 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has previously submitted a proposal dated January 8, 2014, for the following scope of work:

Proposal for Grove Street Sidewalk Mitigation Project:

Item 1- Design Documents in a fixed amount of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00); and, 

Item 2- Bid Support, Construction Observation and Contract Administration in an amount not to exceed Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($9,500.00); and, 

For a total contract amount not to exceed Fourteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($14,500.00); and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C. to perform all those services contemplated in the afore-referenced Proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey does hereby award said contract to Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC and that the Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced Professional Services Agreement with Grotto Engineering Associates, L.L.C.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03g  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. TO PERFORM ENGINEERING SERVICES (EVALUATION) FOR THE FIRE STATION DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AND GARAGE FLOOR COATING SYSTEM
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was and continues to be in need for engineering services relating to the survey, design and construction administration and construction observation services (evaluation only) for the proposed Fire Station Drainage Improvements and Garage Floor Coating System (“the project”) to be bid for the North Plainfield Fire Station, Lincoln Place, North Plainfield, New Jersey; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously employed Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., located at 100 Valley Road, Suite 202, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856, for other consultation and engineering services for the Borough; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. is eminently qualified to perform engineering services relating to the evaluation for the project; and, 


WHEREAS, on January 24, 2014, the Borough of North Plainfield received a proposal from Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the engineering services relating to the engineering evaluation for the project for an amount not to exceed Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00); and 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby awards said contract to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign and/or execute the within referenced contract for engineering services relating to engineering evaluation for the proposed Fire Station Drainage Improvements and Garage Floor Coating System, for an amount not to exceed Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey. 


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03h  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS TO IMPLEMENT CHANGE ORDER REQUEST NO. 1 FOR SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. FOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND MEETING ROOM REHABILITATION 
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously, and by way of previous Resolutions, entered into an Agreement with Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the provision of construction phase services relative to the Council Chambers and Meeting Room Rehabilitation project; and,


WHEREAS, due to circumstances beyond the control of the Bidder and the Borough, additional on-site observation services will be required at an amount not to exceed Nineteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($19,500.00); and, 


WHEREAS, Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. has prepared Change Order Request No. 1, dated February 12, 2014, setting forth the additional on-site observation services, the scope of work and the costs associated therewith.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk, on behalf of the Borough, to sign and/or execute documents implementing Change Order Request No., 1 dated February 12, 2014, which is incorporated herein by reference as if same was fully set forth, without the need for any further action of this Borough Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this Contract shall be subject to the Certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03i  WHEREAS, East End School PTO, 170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle and an on-premise merchandise raffle on May 31, 2014; and


WHEREAS, East End School PTO has been issued Identification No. 352-5-39102 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to East End School PTO for an on-premise 50-50 cash raffle (RL-1117) and an on-premise merchandise raffle (RL-1118) to be held on May 31, 2014 at 170 Oneida Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03k  WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Tax Collector that an overpayment in the amount of $167.71 was made on sewer on a property known as Block 200 Lot 9.06 also known as 1300 Rock Avenue #9.06; and


WHEREAS, said overpayment should be refunded;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refund:


Refund Duplicate Real Estate Sewer Overpayment:

Vartan Nerkaratyan 


$167.71


21 Rossmore Terr.


Livingston, NJ  07039

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of April, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-14-14-03j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Francisco J. Perez-Duran

Oscar J. Saltos-Villacis

730 Park Avenue, Apt. 6

966 West Front Street

Plainfield, NJ  07060


Plainfield, NJ  07063

Milton I. Basantes-Tisalema

Amir Riaz

172 Pleasantview Drive, Apt. 1
530 Warfield Road

Piscataway, NJ  08854

North Plainfield, NJ  07063

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Nays:  Merrill, Stabile


Resolution carried 5-2.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  April 3, 2014 Agenda and March 6, 2014 Minutes 

	NJ Dept. of Transportation (NJDOT)

Trenton, NJ

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ

Public Service Electric and Gas

Newark, NJ

Brett Radi, Somerset County Clerk

Somerville, NJ

NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Garden Club of NJ and NJ Blue Star Memorial

Highway Council

Whitehouse, NJ
	Civil Case Info Statement re:  Route 22 Property Condemnation

Animal Care & Control – March 2014

Notice of Filing and Notice of Public Hearings

Notes of Available Offices & Public Questions

Electronic Newsletters & Advisories

Rededication of the Blue Star Drive Sign,

Friday, May 23, 2014 – 11:00 a.m.



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mayor Giordano requested that the Council examine the outdoor sidewalk café ordinance and consider extending the allotted time frame.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.    
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano thanked Mr. DeBlasio for his efforts with the budget, advising that it was more than a million under the cap.  Both the fishing derby and the Friends of Vermeule giant yard sale will be held on April 26 and a community health fair will be held on May 1.  

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council, Mr. DeBlasio and Ms. Intravartolo for their efforts to create an honest budget.  

Mrs. Forbes and Mr. Merrill thanked Mr. DeBlasio for his efforts with the budget.

 
Mr. Stabile voiced his appreciation of the new council chambers.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           04/14/14

