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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 28 April 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 28, 2014 at 7:54 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Lawrence La Ronde
Everett Merrill 




Frank Righetti





Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
              David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Keiona R. Miller

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2013 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of March 20, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 14, 2014.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes:


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 14, 2014:  All in favor.   
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-28-14-01a, b, c, d, e, f and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01a  WHEREAS, a Municipal Clerk is a professional who provides continuity in government from administration to administration, seeing to it that the business of local government continues uninterrupted while providing experienced and dedicated public service to the governing body, colleagues and residents; and


WHEREAS, one of the oldest positions of public servants in local government, the Municipal Clerk’s Office was established when the early colonists came to America and began setting up forms of local government; and


WHEREAS, the functions of a Municipal Clerk necessitate a thorough knowledge of law procedure, administration and interpersonal relations; and


WHEREAS, a Municipal Clerk has core duties prescribed by state statute, including but not limited to  (1) acting as secretary to the municipal corporation; (2) acting as secretary to the governing body; (3) servings as chief administrative officer in all elections; (4) serving as chief registrar of voters in their municipality; (5) serving as the administrative officer responsible for accepting and issuing various licenses and permits; (6) serving as coordinator and records manager; and, (7) performing other such duties as are imposed by statute, regulation of municipal ordinance or resolution; and


WHEREAS, in recognition of Municipal Clerks’ Week (May 4–10, 2014), the Borough Council of North Plainfield wishes to recognize its Borough Clerk and Deputy Borough Clerk for their outstanding services which they provide to our community.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of North Plainfield, that while recognizing the importance of the role and functions of the Municipal Clerk’s Office and the impact it has on the public, that it salutes its Borough Clerk, Rich Phoenix and Deputy Borough Clerk Stephanie Sherwood for their dedication and commitment to North Plainfield Borough’s local government; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council of North Plainfield recognizes all of New Jersey’s Municipal Clerks and their staff members for their service to their respective local governments and calls upon other communities to join them in recognizing the Municipal Clerks and staff members during Municipal Clerks’ Week, May 4-10, 2014.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01b  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH HATCH MOTT MACDONALD  
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of an Engineer to provide certain specified Engineering Services; and,

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald (“HMM”) is in the business of providing Professional Engineering Services and has been qualified and accepted by the Borough to render engineering services in the past;

WHEREAS, HMM has submitted its 2014 proposal to render General Engineering Services. dated April 16, 2014, covering the following four (4) areas:

1. Engineering services for the application, coordination, design, bid, and construction of Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) projects, including identification, preparation, and submission of CDBG grant applications; construction phase engineering services for 2012 CDBG Northwood Trenchless Sewer Rehabilitation project; and design, bid and construction phase services for the 2013 CDBG Grove Street Sanitary Sewer Replacement project; and,

2. Engineering services including bid preparation and construction management for the cleaning and CCTV inspection of sanitary pipelines under the Borough’s 2014 road program; cleaning and CCTV inspection for the Rockview Avenue Interceptor;  manhole inspections; and creation of information uploadable to the Borough’s GIS system; and,

3. Engineering services for design and coordination of sewer repairs into the Borough’s 2014 roadway improvement contract; and,

4. Additional general engineering services as described in the HMM proposal;

WHEREAS, HMM’s proposal sets forth the following costs associated with the four engineering tasks set forth therein, as follows:









Cost (Not to Exceed)

Task 1 - Engineering for CDGB projects 
$  70,000.00

Task 2 - Engineering for CCTV contract
$  20,200.00

Task 3 - Incorporation of sewer repairs
$  23,700.00

Task 4 - Additional general engineering
$  24,300.00
Total


Not to Exceed

$138,700.00

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform all those services contemplated in the referenced Proposals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby accepts the proposal of Hatch Mott MacDonald dated April 16, 2014 and authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign a Professional Services Agreement on behalf of the Borough with Hatch Mott MacDonald for the services described and the amounts set forth in its 2014 Proposal for General Engineering Services dated April 16, 2014.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING PROJECT KNOWN AS COSTCO WHOLESALE AND AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES   

WHEREAS, an application and construction project known as the Costco Warehouse, located on Route 22 East, Block 203.01, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps of the Borough of North Plainfield, was approved by the Borough of North Plainfield Planning Board by Resolution in Application No. SPR-12-001 signed on October 11, 2012; and,


WHEREAS, Costco Wholesale Corp., the applicant before the Borough Planning Board, has posted performance guarantees for the guarantee of the installation of required public improvements as required under the Municipal Land Use Law (“MLUL”), N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq.; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer, Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC, by Senior Project Manager David J. Testa, P.E., C.M.E. in a letter dated April 14, 2014, has recommended acceptance of the public improvements and release of the performance guarantee, upon posting of the required two (2) year maintenance guarantee and an escrow fee for a discrete part of the project;


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney/Director of Law Eric. M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC, has reviewed the recommendations of David J. Testa, P.E., and concurs with his recommendations; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the project known as “Costco Wholesale”, located at Route 22 East, Block 203.01, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps of the Borough of North Plainfield, be and is hereby accepted and the performance guarantees may be released, subject to the following conditions;

a. Posting of the required two (2) year Maintenance Guarantees as required under the MLUL; and,

b. Posting of a required escrow to cover engineering, inspection, legal, and all other professional and other costs related to the wall replacement on property owned by neighbor Anthony Moglia on Block 199.04, Lot 5, with access through the Borough’s paper street known as Clinton Avenue on the Tax Maps of the Borough of North Plainfield.
RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to transfer an erroneous tax payment as follows:

Block 108, Lot 18.02 – 18 Howard Street-rear - $23.71 paid by Wells Fargo Mortgage on 3/6/14.  Payment was for the benefit of Irvin Solis, Block 108, Lot 18.01, 18 Howard Street; and move its adoption.
RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01e  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 142.01, Lot 1: 
23A Washington Avenue, Certificate #13-00207 issued 12/4/13

Block 2.03, Lot 7: 
149 Barbara Drive, Certificate #07-00007 issued 12/18/07;

and, move its adoption.  
    

RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

                          Alexis C. Caguana-Gonzalez

                                 950 West 6th Street

                                Plainfield, NJ  07063


RESOLUTION NO. 04-28-14-01g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 28th day of April, 2014, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Comcast of the Plainfields
	Changes to MultiLatino Services

	Union, NJ

New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Cynthia Mellusi, Somerset County Planning Board, Somerville, NJ

Somerset County Bd. of Chosen Freeholders

Somerville, NJ
	Various advisories and municipal government news

Various County Planning Board Resolutions

Various Proclamations



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 

Mr. La Ronde requested a review of the general ordinances and the outdoor sidewalk café ordinance.   
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, thanked the Friends of Vermeule Mansion for every detail of the giant yard sale.  Inquiring after the next public hearing in the ongoing Mark Messinger disciplinary matter, the speaker noted it has cost taxpayers approximately $250,000.     
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Speaking on behalf of Mayor Giordano, Mr. Hollod thanked everyone for their efforts with the Friends of Vermeule Mansion yard sale and the fishing derby.  A health fair will be held on May 1 and Clean Communities Day will be held May 3.  A draft ordinance regarding energy aggregation will be on the May 12 agenda, he concluded.  
Mrs. Forbes thanked Messrs. D’Amore and La Ronde for their efforts with the yard sale.
 
Council President Singleterry announced that the May 12 meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in an effort to accommodate family members and friends of the Police Department for their award ceremony.    
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           04/28/14

