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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of 

North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 11 August 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 11, 2014 at 7:54 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 

Keiona Miller 




Frank Righetti 





Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:
              David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on April 30, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of May 2, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of July 14, 2014.

Agenda Conference, Board of Health and Regular Meeting of July 14, 2014:  

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile   

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance entitled:  ORDINANCE NO. 14-07, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2014 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $3,366.000 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $690,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,542,200 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF, heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 8th day of September, 2014 at 7:30 o’clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the North Plainfield Borough Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.  

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 14-07  BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2014 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $3,366,000 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $690,000) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,542,200 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF


Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance entitled:  ORDINANCE NO. 14-08, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 2014 SANITARY SEWER INSPECTION AND REPAIR PROGRAM OF THE SEWER UTILITY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $474,275 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $322,911) FROM THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $151,364 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF, heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 8th day of September, 2014 at 7:30 o’clock, p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the North Plainfield Borough Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage.  
Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 14-08   BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 2014 SANITARY SEWER INSPECTION AND REPAIR PROGRAM OF THE SEWER UTILITY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE "BOROUGH"); APPROPRIATING $474,275 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS RECEIVED IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $322,911) FROM THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZIE THE ISSUANCE OF $151,364 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde requested items “h” and “i” be removed for separate votes.  
Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

08-11-14-03a, b, c, d, e, f and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO.  08-11-14-03a  RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER 2014 STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN 
WHEREAS, impaired drivers on our nation’s roads kill someone every 30 minutes, 50 people per day, and almost 18,000 people each year; and

WHEREAS, 19% of motor vehicle fatalities in New Jersey in 2012 were alcohol-related; and

WHEREAS, an enforcement crackdown is planned to combat impaired driving; and

WHEREAS, the summer season and the Labor Day holiday in particular are traditionally times of social gatherings which include alcohol; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Highway Traffic Safety has asked law enforcement agencies throughout the state to participate in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2014 Statewide Crackdown; and

WHEREAS, the project will involve increased impaired driving enforcement from August 15 through September 1, 2014; and

WHEREAS, an increase in impaired driving enforcement and a reduction in impaired driving will save lives on our roadways;

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield declares its support for the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2014 Statewide Crackdown from August 15 through September 1, 2014 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of drinking and driving.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03b BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:
Block 79, Lot 28   31 Fairview Ave.  

Certificate #04-29 issued 10/27/04


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that after receipt of $100.00 per certificate fee, the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 203.06, Lot 69   505-07 Mountainview Dr.  

Certificate #12-00240 issued 10/23/12

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that after receipt of $100.00 per certificate fee, the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 52, Lot 22   151 Westervelt Ave.  

Certificate #13-00099 issued 12/4/13

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03e  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH ENERGYSOLVE, LLC OF SOMERSET, NJ TO PROVIDE ENERGY BILL ANALYSIS SERVICES PURSUANT TO NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT NO. 73693 AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE SAME ON BEHALF OT THE BOROUGH
WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Borough of North Plainfield to track its energy billing in order to control consumption and cost of energy, provide a benefit to the taxpayers of North Plainfield, and to reduce the carbon footprint, thereby helping the environment; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to further reduce administrative costs and to scrutinize all energy bills to eliminate overages or inappropriate fees being charged by public utilities; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to have real time data on energy consumption for the purpose of improved energy management and reporting of said usage in a simple ready to utilize format when required; and,

WHEREAS, based upon the foregoing, the Borough Council wishes to enter into a contract with EnergySolve, LLC of Somerset, New Jersey to provide such energy bill analysis services pursuant to New Jersey State Contract No. 73693.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes the Borough to enter into a contract with EnergySolve, LLC of Somerset, New Jersey to provide the following services at the listed rates pursuant to New Jersey State Contract No. 73693:

· Provide the New Jersey Energy Tracking System, which includes setting up of all energy bills in a relational database, reporting from the database utility bill and other information in standard or customer specific reports.

· Processing and paying of all utility bills electronically after checking for billing errors.

· Tariff analysis to ensure the Borough of North Plainfield is being provided the best rates.

· Current rate for service is $3.60 per bill processed for Local Distribution Company and $5.70 per bill for Third Party Suppliers per month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately and that the Mayor and/or Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to take any such action to effectuate the purposes as herein stated.  

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03f   RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER, CLOSEOUT OF PROJECT AND APPROVAL OF FINAL PAYMENT TO TRI-STATE GROUTING, INC. FOR PROJECT KNOWN AS CONTRACT 2014-01 FOR THE NORTHWOOD APARTMENTS SANITARY SEWER TRENCHLESS REHABILITATION PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Council, by Resolution entered on April 14, 2014, awarded Contract 2014-01 for the Northwood Apartments Sanitary Sewer Trenchless Rehabilitation project to Tri-State Grouting, Inc., for the sum of not to exceed One Hundred Twenty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Ten Dollars and No Cents ($126,710.00); and,

WHEREAS, Borough Special Engineer Hatch Mott MacDonald, by Brian J. Brach, P.E., has reviewed the final project and the final payment request and change order, and recommends approval and payment of same and close out of the project; and,

WHEREAS, Borough Attorney/Director of Law, Eric M. Bernstein and Associates, LLC, has reviewed the request and submissions from Brian J. Brach, P.E., and concurs with his recommendation; and,

WHEREAS, Change Order No. 1 has resulted in a cost savings to the Borough in the amount of Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Eight Dollars and Thirty-Nine Cents ($14,788.39) from the total contract value; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that with regard to Contract No. 2014-01, Change Order No. 1 dated August 1, 2014, as analyzed by Hatch Mott McDonald, be and is hereby approved; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Payment Application No. 2 (final payment) dated August 1, 2014, as analyzed by Hatch Mott McDonald, be and is hereby approved in the total sum of Ninety Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Four Dollars and Twenty-Nine cents ($90,524.29) to be paid to the contractor, Tri-State Grouting, Inc.; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the project known as the Northwood Apartments Sanitary Sewer Trenchless rehabilitation Project be and is hereby finalized and closed.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Johnny P. Espinel


Juan H. Yanez-Ramos

218 Clinton Avenue


450 West End Avenue, Apt. 30

Plainfield, NJ  07063


North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Maria T. Barrera


Olga M. Shulca-Defreire

17 Stone Street


816 South Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Plainfield, NJ  07062

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 11th day of August, 2014 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry

Abstain:  La Ronde

Resolution carried 6-0-1.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-03i  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF LETTER OF CREDIT AND CONSTRUCTION SURETY BOND REGARDING COSTCO WHOLESALE PROJECT

WHEREAS, an application and construction project known as the Costco Warehouse, located on Route 22 East, Block 203.01, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps of the Borough of North Plainfield, was approved by the Borough of North Plainfield Planning Board by Resolution in Application No. SPR-12-001 signed on October 11, 2012; and,


WHEREAS, Costco Wholesale Corp., the applicant before the Borough Planning Board, through its authorized contractor, Graham Contracting, Ltd., has posted a Standby Letter of Credit guaranteeing its performance of its construction obligations, such letter of credit being issued by HSBC Bank Canada, dated April 2, 2013 in the amount of Three Hundred Twenty Two Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Two Dollars and Thirty Cents ($322,862.30); and,


WHEREAS, Costco Wholesale Corp., the applicant before the Borough Planning Board, through its authorized contractor, Graham Contracting, Ltd., has posted Surety Bond No. 105744163 guaranteeing its performance of its construction obligations, such bond being issued by Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America, dated March 27, 2013 in the amount of Three Million Eight Hundred Five Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty Dollars and No Cents ($3,805,760.00); and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer, Grotto Engineering Associates, LLC, by Senior Project Manager David J. Testa, P.E., C.M.E. has recommended release of the letter of credit and Surety Bond; and,


WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney/Director of Law Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC, will review the recommendations of David J. Testa, P.E. and issue an opinion; and,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Standby Letter of Credit and the Surety Bond referred to herein be and are hereby authorized to be released, subject to the following:

a. Issuance by the Borough Attorney/Director of Law Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC, of a concurring opinion with the Borough Engineer’s recommendations in this matter; and,

b. Posting of the required two (2) year Maintenance Guarantees/Bonds  as required under the MLUL; and,

c. Posting of a required escrow to cover engineering, inspection, legal, and all other professional and other costs related to the wall replacement on property owned by neighbor Anthony Moglia on Block 199.04, Lot 5, with access through the Borough’s paper street known as Clinton Avenue on the Tax Maps of the Borough of North Plainfield.

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 08-11-14-04    REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $15,476.00 FOR THE 2014 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT


WHEREAS, NJ.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and


WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $15,476.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the Municipal Alliance Grant


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $15,476.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matching funds in the amount of $3,869.00 appears in the 2014 Adopted Municipal Budget under the Municipal Alliance-matching funds line item (Sheet 24).

Seconded by Ms. Miller and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  
COMMUNICATIONS:

	State of New Jersey Department of Transportation

Trenton, NJ
	Municipal Notification US Route 22 Resurfacing 

	
	Agreement for Wilson Avenue Project 

	PSE&G

Newark, NJ
	Notice of Public Service Electric and Gas Company Electric and Gas Customers

	
	Public Notice for NJDEP Flood Hazard Area Verification and Individual Permit Application 

	Shade Tree Advisory Board

North Plainfield, NJ
	Request to Familiarize Police Officers with the Shade Tree Ordinance 

	Inglesino, Wyciskala & Taylor, LLC

Parsippany, NJ
	Public Notice Township of Green Brook Land Use Board Notice of Special Meeting 

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ

North Plainfield NPCCR Founders

North Plainfield, NJ

Somerset County Park Commission

Somerville, NJ

Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio

Jim Rodino 

Zoning Officer

Bernard Navatto, Jr., Chairman

Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ

NJ Highlands Coalition

Boonton, NJ

Cindy Randazzo, Director

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

Environmental Strategies & Applications, Inc.

Middlesex, NJ 

PSE&G

Newark, NJ
	August 7, 2014 Agenda 

Notifying of “Go Shopping, Save on Your Property Taxes Program” presentation

Autumn in the Perennial Garden 

Flower & Garden Photography programs

Various Communications, Advisories and News Releases

Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts

Quarterly Report – Property Maintenance and

Zoning Violation Notices

Proposed Amendment to Water Quality 

Management Plan

No Further Action advisory

July 2014 Report and Invoice

Monthly Update

Ozone Advisory

Receptor Evaluation Form – J&J Transmissions

Notice of Filing – Energy Efficiency Economic

Extension Program



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mrs. Forbes requested discussions regarding the illegal use of car horns and houses without address numbers displayed.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, recalling his July 9 report of violation of Ordinance 22-115.26, noted that the natural growth at 204 Brook Avenue obscures the intersection.  Mr. Rodino explained that the violation had been addressed.  Mr. D’Amore thanked Mrs. Forbes for her request of a discussion on those properties without their address numbers properly displayed.         
John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, praised the young girl from Philadelphia who pitched the game winner against Newark, Delaware.   

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod thanked those that attended National Night Out and the Car Nutz Cruise.
Offering clarification of his negative vote on the no smoking ordinance, Mr. La Ronde stated his disagreement with the lack of designated smoking areas on Borough property.  He thanked Detective Domizi for his efforts with the National Night Out.  
Mr. Merrill and Ms. Miller echoed Mr. La Ronde’s sentiments.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           08/11/14

