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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of 

North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 22 September 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 22, 2014 at 7:52 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 

Keiona Miller 





Frank Righetti 





Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present: 
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on April 30, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of May 2, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 8, 2014.

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of September 8, 2014:  All in favor. 
HEARING:
ORDINANCE NO. 14-09  AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ORDINANCE 14-03 AND TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD,  CHAPTER II, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”, TO ADD REVISED ARTICLE 6, SECTION 2:47 TO RE-ESTABLISH A MUNICIPAL “GOVERNMENT ENERGY AGGREGATION PROGRAM” FOR ELECTRICITY


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 14-09 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-22-14-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h and i
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO.  09-22-14-02a  REQUESTING APPROVAL OF INSERTION OF $5,000.00 FOR THE 2014 BUDGET REVENUE AVAILABLE FROM THE MUNICIPAL YOUTH SERVICES GRANT        PRIVATE 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of North Plainfield hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $5,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the Municipal Youth Services Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $5,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the caption of:

Municipal Youth Services Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02b   ACCEPTING SOMERSET COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION DONATION TO THE NORTH PLAINFIELD D.A.R.E. PROGRAM

WHEREAS, on Monday, September 8, 2014, the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield unanimously adopted Resolution No. 09-08-14-04j gratefully accepting a donation to the North Plainfield Municipal Alliance of $250.00; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the benefactor’s name required correction to the “Somerset County Bar Foundation.”  To that end, Resolution No. 09-08-14-04j is being rescinded to be replaced by this corrected Resolution as follows:

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, August 18, 2014 the Somerset County Bar Foundation presented a check in the amount of $250.00 (Two hundred and fifty dollars) to the North Plainfield Municipal Alliance to be used exclusively by D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield accepts this donation and herein specifies that the funds will be used exclusively by D.A.R.E. and for D.A.R.E. purposes only; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield would like to thank the Somerset County Bar Foundation for this donation.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02c   RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL AWARDING THE BID AND CONTRACT FOR THE MISCELLANEOUS BLUESTONE SIDEWALK LEVELING-PHASE II TO TC LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE ALL DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is in need of certain construction services for the Miscellaneous Bluestone Sidewalk Leveling-Phase II (the “Project”) with regard to the locations within the Borough’s Historic District; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield solicited public bids for the Project and submissions were received on the due date of September 4, 2014; and,

WHEREAS, David J. Testa, P.E., C.M.E., of Grotto Engineering Associates, Borough Engineers, has reviewed the bid submissions and recommended the award of the bid for the project to TC Landscape Construction Group, Inc. of Toms River, NJ (“TC Landscape”) ; and, 

WHEREAS, Director of Law/ Borough Attorney Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., and the offices of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, L.L.C. have reviewed the submission of TC Landscape for compliance with the Borough’s bid documents; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is desirous of obtaining the services of TC Landscape to perform all those services contemplated in the Borough’s bid documents and the bid proposal submitted by TC Landscape; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that TC Landscape is the lowest responsible bidder for the project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council hereby awards the following Bid and Contract:

Project:
 Miscellaneous Bluestone Sidewalk Leveling-Phase II

Low bidder:
TC Landscape Construction Group, Inc.

729 Marie Street, Toms River, NJ  08753

Amount:
Thirty Nine Thousand Three Hundred Six Dollars and No Cents

($39,306.00); and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and the Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the contract and all necessary documents to engage the construction services of TC Landscape; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this contract shall be subject to the certification of the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer as to the availability of funds for payment for same; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award is made pursuant to and consistent with the Local Public Contracts Laws of the State of New Jersey, and that the contract and its performance shall be consistent with all applicable laws and the Borough’s Bid Request and bid submittal of TC Landscape for the project known as the Miscellaneous Bluestone Sidewalk Leveling-Phase II.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02d   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 147, Lot 23
   Rear of 65-67 Myrtle Ave.  Certificate #78-24 issued 12/5/78

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02e   WHEREAS, on a property known as block 108, lot 18.02, a.k.a. 18 Howard Street, Rear being owned by UNKNOWN, the validity of tax sale certificate #88-00001 sold 12/31/88 cannot be found.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel said tax sale certificate and re-establish all outstanding charges.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02f  WHEREAS, on a property known as block 203.04, lot 27, a.k.a. Rear 547-553 Oakridge Ave., being owned by H. ROTHBERG, the validity of tax sale certificate #58-03218 sold in 1958 cannot be found.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel said tax sale certificate and re-establish all outstanding charges.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Malcolm T. Boatwright

Reinaldo M. Ponce

922 West Front Street


11 South Plainfield Avenue

Plainfield, NJ  07063


South Plainfield, NJ  07080

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 22nd day of September, 2014 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-02i  WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Junior Canucks, 492 Catalpa Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, have applied for licenses to conduct an off-premises draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize on November 8, 2014 (RA-1119) and an on-premise 50-50 cash draw raffle to be held on November 8, 2014 (RA-1120); and

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Junior Canucks have been issued Identification No. 352-5-40628 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of said raffles licenses;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to the North Plainfield Junior Canucks for an off-premise draw raffle awarding merchandise as a prize and an on-premise 50-50 cash draw raffle, both to be held on November 8, 2014 at the Vermeule Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.
Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 09-22-14-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on: 

Attorney/Client Privilege

Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.   The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

Council President Singleterry called for a recess at 8:01 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.   

Council President Singleterry reconvened the meeting at 8:55 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present. 
MOTION:
Ms. Rizzuto explained the need for continued confidentiality and requested a formal motion to authorize the Borough Attorney to continue investigation into the matter.  Motion was made by Mr. Stabile and seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry

Abstain:  Miller

Motion carried 6-0-1.   
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Dept. of Transportation, State of New Jersey 

Trenton, NJ
	FY 2015 State Aid Program

	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Channel Changes



	Frank N. D’Amore Sr.
	Report of historic preservation violation

	North Plainfield, NJ
	

	Township Clerk
	Resolution Calling for Reinstatement of state 

	Franklin Township, Somerset County, NJ
	participation in  Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

	Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio

NJ Highlands Coalition

Boonton, NJ

Cindy Randazzo, Director, NJDEP, Trenton

New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Skene Law Firm, P.C.

Old Bridge, NJ

Various North Plainfield Residents 

Public Service Electric & Gas

Newark, NJ

Frank N. D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield

New Jersey Transit

Newark, NJ

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Various Communications, Advisories and News Releases

Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts

Monthly Update

Ozone Advisory

Various advisories and reports

La Hacienda LLC to Texas Roadhouse Holdings

LLC – transfer of 1814-33-010-010

Concerns regarding Parking Designation, 

Marking and Enforcement

Energy Insights Newsletter

Property Maintenance memo

Notice of Public Hearings

Meeting Minutes and Agenda



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 

Council President Singleterry proposed discussion of the noise ordinance.     
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after potential plans to implement the FinCredit program.  Advising of a recent news article calling into question the legality of the program, Mr. Hollod suggested holding off for the time being.   

John Langenbach, 112 Jackson Avenue, North Plainfield, noted that the Community News Direct from Dunellen tends to have more information than the Pride of North Plainfield.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano noted that Dr. Rich, the Assistant Superintendent, received a Proclamation honoring his retirement.  Commenting on the success of the Jackson Avenue Block Party, the Mayor praised their efforts over the past sixteen years.  

Mr. Hollod encouraged anyone with ideas for the Pride newspaper to contact Gail Cain.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           09/22/14

