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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of 

North Plainfield, NJ on Monday, 14 October 2014.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at 9:23 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 

Keiona Miller 





Frank Righetti  





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present: 
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes (excused)





Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused)
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.    
Council President Singleterry read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 9, 2013.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on April 30, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of May 2, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 22, 2014.

Agenda Conference, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of September 22, 2014:  All in favor. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Responding to Mr. Merrill’s inquiry, Mr. Hollod explained that although the dump truck in item “b” is obsolete, the Board of Education may want it for parts.  

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

10-14-14-01a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i and j
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.  

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO.  10-14-14-01a  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER AND FINAL PAYMENT PURSUANT TO A CONTRACT WITH OSWALD ENTERPRISES, INC. FOR SANITARY SEWER SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield (the “Borough”) solicited public bids for “Cleaning and Internal CCTV Inspection of Various Sanitary Sewers, Contract No. 2014-02, Base Bid and Supplemental Bid A” (“Sewer Contract”); and,

WHEREAS, by Resolution entered in July, 2014, the Borough awarded the Sewer Contract to Oswald Enterprises, Inc. (the “Contractor”) of 161 East Road, Belford, New Jersey; and,

WHEREAS, Oswald has completed its contract obligations, and such have been performed on a timely basis and were rendered in an amount less than the award and contract amount; and,

WHEREAS, Brian J. Brach, P.E. and Hatch Mott McDonald, Borough Special Engineers, have submitted Payment Estimate No. 1-Final and Change Order No. 1 under cover of letter dated October 10, 2014 with respect to the payment for and close out of the Sewer Contract; and,

WHEREAS, Director of Law/ Borough Attorney Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., and the offices of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC have reviewed the submissions of Mr. Brach and attachments of  Oswald; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough finds that the Final Payment and Change Order requests are appropriate and in accordance with the Sewer Contract; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Payment Estimate No. 1-Final and Change Order No. 1 with respect to the Sewer Contract be and are hereby approved, as follows:

Change Order No. 1 providing for adjustment of contract quantities to reflect actual as-built quantities, and providing for deduction from the total contract amount of Seventy One Thousand Five Hundred Ninety Dollars ($71,590.00) of the change order deduction and savings to the Borough in the amount of Seventeen Thousand Six Hundred Ten Dollars and Twenty-Four Cents  ($17,610.24); and,

Payment Estimate No. 1-Final in the net adjusted contract amount of Fifty-Three Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy-Nine Dollars and Seventy-Six Cents ($53,979.76) to be paid to the Contractor; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to sign  any necessary documents to close out this project and issue the final payment of the Contract; 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01b  RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF AN OBSOLETE BOROUGH VEHICLE FROM THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO THE NORTH PLAINFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, Department of Public Works is in possession of one (1) 2000 Dodge Mason Dump truck, bearing New Jersey Registration Number MG-44605 and  Vehicle Identification Number 3B6MF366314284160; and,

WHEREAS, the aforesaid vehicle is no longer usable by the Borough of North Plainfield, Department of Public Works, as same has been determined to be obsolete by the Borough and to have no value to the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield, Board of Education is in need of a vehicle similar to the one described herein, and is desirous of obtaining same; and

WHEREAS, both the Borough of North Plainfield and the North Plainfield Board of Education are desirous of limiting taxpayer expenditures whenever and wherever possible.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the transfer of title and use of one (1) 2000 Dodge Mason Dump truck, bearing New Jersey Registration Number MG-44605 and Vehicle Identification Number  3B6MF366314284160 from the North Plainfield Borough Department of Public Works to the North Plainfield Board of Education at no cost; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Plainfield Board of Education shall be solely responsible for all costs, fees and responsibilities associated with the transference of title; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Plainfield Board of Education shall be solely and completely responsible for the procurement of all applicable policies of insurance for said vehicle.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01c  APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE GROVE STREET ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield formally approves the grant application for the above stated project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2015-Grove Street-00441 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approved the execution of the grant agreement. 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01d   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:



 Leyda M. Hernandez-Gonzalez 



    31 Simplex Avenue, Apt. D



    New Brunswick, NJ  08902

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01e  WHEREAS, on various properties, as listed below, tax sale certificates were sold prior to 10/14/2009; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5- et seq, If the tax sale certificate is not redeemed, or the property foreclosed upon within the five year period, then the premium escheats to the municipality.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel the premium totaling $23,500.00 on the tax sale certificates as listed below and the Finance Director is authorized to make the appropriate entries.
Block

Lot

Cert #


Sold Date

Premium Amount

5

2

09-00204

10/1/09

$7,100.00             
42

1

09-00237

10/1/09

$2,000.00             
92

3

08-00087

12/4/08

$2,100.00            
104

33

09-00300

10/1/09

   $100.00              
128

9

09-00307

10/1/09

$1,100.00           
129

10

08-00125

12/4/08

   $500.00              
182

5

09-00352

10/1/09

$2,000.00                   194

1

09-00360

10/1/09

$8,600.00

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01f  WHEREAS, on a property known as block 51, lot 2, a.k.a. 76 Summit Ave., payments totaling $10,604.60 were made for property taxes for the year 2013; and

WHEREAS, Tax Court Judgment docket #013331-2013 has changed the property from taxable to tax exempt; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Stipulation of Settlement, refund of funds submitted must be made to Schneck Law Group, LLC.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to refund $10,604.60 to Schneck Law Group, LLC, 301 South Livingston Ave., Suite 105, Livingston, NJ  07039, and the records of the Tax Collector’s office be accordingly adjusted.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01g  WHEREAS, on a property known as block 108, lot 18.02, a.k.a. 18 Howard St.-rear,  payments totaling $47.10 were made by Wells Fargo Real Estate Tax Service; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that Wells Fargo is not responsible for the charges on this property; and,

WHEREAS, they have requested a full refund.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to refund $47.10 to Wells Fargo Real Estate Tax Services, LLC @ 1 Home Campus, MAC X2301-036, Des Moines, IA 50328, and the records of the Tax Collector’s office be accordingly adjusted.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 16.01, Lot 1   340 Manning Ave.  

Certificate #10-00019 issued 8/25/10

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01i  WHEREAS, on a property known as block 102, lot 9.02, a.k.a. 441-43 Somerset Street, Rear being owned by Warwick, Thomas & Inez, the validity of tax sale certificate #73-03259 sold 12/31/73 cannot be found.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to cancel said tax sale certificate and re-establish all outstanding charges.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-14-14-01j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of October, 2014 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Envirotrac Environmental Services

South Plainfield, NJ
	Response Action Outcome:

BP Service Station #11494

	Comcast, Union, NJ
	Channel Changes

	Frank N. D’Amore Sr.
	Property Maintenance Concerns

	North Plainfield, NJ 
	

	Shade Tree Advisory Board, North Plainfield
	Annual Planting Funding

	Judy P. Miller, CTA, Principal Field Rep.

Dept. of the Treasury, Trenton, NJ
	2014 Director’s Table of Equalized Valuations

	Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio

New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Judy P. Miller, CTA, Chief

Property Administration, NJ Dept. of Treasury

Trenton, NJ

Paul Masaba, M.D.

Somerset Co. Dept. of Health, Somerville, NJ

Sustainable Raritan River Initiative

New Brunswick, NJ

Bob Martin, Commissioner

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

Cindy Randazzo, Director

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

F E M A

Washington, DC

Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
NJ Highlands Coalition

Boonton, NJ
	Various Communications, Advisories and News Releases

Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts

Various advisories and reports

2014 Table of Equalized Valuations

Public Health Services Agreement

Newsletter

Fall Trout Stocking

NJ Clean Communities Workshops

Fall Forestry Festival

National Preparedness Month

October Meeting Agenda

October Update e-newsletter

	
	



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 

Council President Singleterry proposed discussion of the Master Plan, the noise ordinance and called for a Board of Health meeting for discussion of the codification of the health ordinances.     
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, recalled his recommendation of a resolution commending the ROTC and students for their participation in the Four Days at Valley Forge and inquired after status of same.  Reporting a median income of $62,000 in the Borough, the speaker proposed consideration of same when negotiating employees’ salaries.      
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod announced several events including the Flu Clinic to be held October 21, the Recreation Halloween parade to be held October 26, the rabies clinic to be held November 22, and the Halloween dog costume parade to be held November 2.  Somerset County will present the Borough with the keys to their old yard and garage on October 16 at 3:00 p.m., he concluded.    
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           10/14/14

