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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of

North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 23 February 2015.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 23, 2015 at 8:02 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill




Keiona R. Miller  





Frank Righetti




Wendy Schaefer  





Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile   







Lawrence La Ronde, Council President 


Also Present: 
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Dominic DiYanni, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

Council President La Ronde read the following notice:


“It is anticipated that an Executive Session on the topic of Contractual Matters will be called tonight.  It is expected that the Executive Session will be called approximately ten minutes into this meeting.  Following the Executive Session, formal action may be taken prior to the Public Comment segment of tonight’s meeting.”

The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 8, 2014.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2014 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 12, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference, Board of Health, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of February 9, 2015.

Agenda Conference, Board of Health, Regular Meeting and Executive Session of February 9, 2015:  All in favor.  
APPOINTMENT BY COUNCIL REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:



Herminio Estrella



Four-year unexpired term 

APPOINTMENT BY MAYOR REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL



Richard K. Phoenix



One-year unexpired term

HEARING:

The Council President opened the floor to public comment on the following:

2015 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned if any of the funding will be used to continue the Somerset Streetscape.  Mr. Hollod answered in the negative, advising that the funds would be used for the Dahlia Terrace Sewer Replacement.  
Motion to close public comment by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-02  AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD EXECUTING MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT FOR POLICE SERVICES 

The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 15-02 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of North Plainfield that an Ordinance numbered 15-03 be read by its title by the Borough Clerk and be passed on its first reading and advertised as required by statute, fixing March 9, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, as the time and the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey as the place for hearing and final adoption.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  

The Clerk read the ordinance by its title as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-03  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, MOST NOTABLY CHAPTER III, ENTITLED “POLICE REGULATIONS,” BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 3-16 ENTITLED “DEALERS OF PRECIOUS METALS, GEMS AND SECONDHAND GOODS” 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President La Ronde stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Ms. Schaefer presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-23-15-03a, b, c, d, f, g and h
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03a   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that HERMINIO ESTRELLA is hereby appointed Member to the BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT of this Borough to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2016 and until his successor shall have been appointed and qualified.
RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that upon nomination by the Mayor and with the advice and consent of this Council RICHARD K. PHOENIX be and hereby is appointed as Media representative to the LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COUNCIL to serve for the balance of an unexpired term expiring at 12:00 noon on January 1, 2016 and until his successor is appointed and qualified.  

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03c  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2015 TEMPORARY BUDGET    
WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2015;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2015 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2015:

                                       Salaries      Other      

 A/C #        CURRENT FUND             & Wages      Expenses
20-100  Department of Administration $ 50,750.00  $ 3,612.50

20-110  Borough Council                    00.00    1,000.00

20-120  Borough Clerk                  31,250.00    6,175.00

20-130  Department of Finance          60,500.00    3,375.00

20-135  Annual Audit                                9,500.00

20-145  Tax Collection                              3,000.00

20-150  Division of Assessments        21,000.00    1,275.00

20-151  Tax Appeals                                 3,750.00 

20-155  Department of Law                          58,000.00

20-165  Engineering                                13,000.00

20-175  Historical Commission


  500.00      250.00

21-180  Planning Board                    300.00    6,625.00

21-185  Board of Adjustments              300.00    1,625.00

22-195  Uniform Construction Code      45,000.00    2,500.00

23-210 Liability Insurance                       300,000.00 

23-220  Group Insurance                         1,000,000.00

23-225  Unemployment Compensation                  15,000.00

25-240  Police                      1,340,750.00   24,856.25

25-241  Crossing Guards                42,500.00        0.00

25-252  Emergency Management            1,775.00    2,500.00

25-265  Fire Protection               705,000.00   13,750.00

25-266  Fire Hydrant                               48,250.00
25-267  Uniform Fire Code               3,000.00    1,677.28

25-268  LOSAP                                       1,500.00

25-269  Emergency Medical Services                  5,500.00

25-275  Borough Prosecutor              6,500.00        0.00

26-290  Street & Roads                225,000.00  196,812.50

26-310  Building & Grounds                         21,000.00

26-315  Vehicle Maintenance                        43,750.00 
27-330  Health                         54,500.00   29,500.00

27-340  Dog Regulation                              8,750.00

28-370  Recreation                     22,800.00    4,987.50

28-375  Maintenance of Parks                        1,625.00

28-380  Shade Tree Advisory Board                   2,500.00

30-415  Retirement Benefits           100,000.00

30-420  Celebration of Public Events                1,625.00

31-201  Contingent                                  1,375.00

31-430  Electricity                                92,500.00

31-440  Telephone                                  17,500.00

31-445  Water                                       5,000.00

31-446  Natural Gas                                15,000.00

31-460  Gasoline                                   53,750.00

31-461  Technology                                  4,000.00

31-462  Postage                                     8,750.00

31-471  Employees Retirement System               219,328.50

36-472  Social Security                            90,000.00

36-475  Police/Fireman Retirement               1,466,961.25

41-899  Matching Funds for Grants                   1,250.00

42-300  COAH Housing                                1,250.00

42-305  Somerset County Recycling                  47,500.00

42-405  Parking Authority             18,000.00         0.00

42-520  NJDEP Permit Fee                            1,312.50

43-490  Municipal Court               80,500.00     5,400.00

43-495  Public Defender                             1,000.00

62-405  Capital Equipment         _____________    18,750.00 

           Totals                $2,809,925.00 $3,887,898.28
                                       Salaries       Other      

 A/C #    SEWER UTILITY FUND            & Wages     Expenses

55-501  Sewer Operating             $ 48,750.00 $  10,750.00

55-502  Plainfield Area Regional Sewer            950,000.00    

55-541  Social Security





  3,500.00

55-542  Unemployment Comp Insurance                   250.00

 

          Totals Sewer Utility      $ 48,750.00 $ 964,500.00 

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03d  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SMALL CITIES LOAN, PROMISSORY NOTE AND SECURITY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH AND LEONARD LANGE AND BARBARA LANGE AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE SAME ON BEHALF TO THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, Leonard W. Lange and Barbara J. Lange have completed an application to obtain funding from the Borough of North Plainfield (the “Borough”) as Lender in the amount of Eighteen Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($18,000.00) (the “Loan”) under a loan program known as the “Small Cities Loan Program” a/k/a “North Plainfield Economic Development Loan Program” (the “Loan Program”); and,

WHEREAS, the Loan Program provides for loans to qualified owners of commercial properties located within the Borough for the purpose of improvements to the commercial property;

WHEREAS, the Borrowers are the owners of real property known as Sunshine Court Apartments, located at 519-527 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey (the “Property”), and the purpose of the Loan is for roof repairs at the Property;

WHEREAS, the Borough and its counsel, Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC,  have reviewed the proposed Promissory Note and Security Agreement between the Borough and the Borrowers and find same acceptable. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes the Borough to make the Loan to the Borrowers and to enter into the Promissory Note and Security Agreement in the form presented herein; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are authorized to execute such Security Agreement and other documents as may be necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03f  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

                                                               Paul J. Jimenez-Valverde

                                        605 Washington Avenue

                                           Manville, NJ  08835

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03g  WHEREAS, the following applicants have filed applications for coin-operated amusement devices licenses for calendar year  2015 and have submitted the required fees; and
WHEREAS, review of the applications with accompanying sketches and investigations of the sites by appropriate Borough officials disclosed that the granting of these applications would be in order;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that coin-operated amusement devices licenses be granted to the following applicants for calendar year 2015 in accordance with the filed applications, subject to all conditions and requirements set forth in N.P.R.G.O. 4-2:





Mi Mundo Latino. LLC

375 Somerset Street 





North Plainfield, NJ 07060





Tesoro Salvadoreño Restaurant Inc.





64 Somerset Street





North Plainfield, NJ 07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of February, 2015 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-04   BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall convene in executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on: 

Personnel


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.   The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.  Formal action may be taken following end of executive session.


Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Council President La Ronde called for a recess at 8:15 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Stabile and carried unanimously.   

Mr. La Ronde reconvened the meeting at 8:32 p.m. with all seven council members present at the beginning of the meeting still present.   

Mr. DiYanni explained that in Executive Session, the Council had discussed details of the salaries for exempt employees.  

Mr. Stabile presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-05  RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE YEAR 2015 FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT


WHEREAS, certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield are not covered by the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement and thus need to have their compensation established for calendar year 2015; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following titles will receive the following compensation for calendar year 2015 as follows:



TITLE







     2015



Administrative Assistant




$  47,645



Business Administrator/Assistant Borough Engineer

  144,420



Chief Financial Officer




    42,289



Construction Official




                22,022



Court Administrator





    74,113


Director of Public Works



                11,915



Municipal Prosecutor





    25,950



Office of Emergency Management Coordinator

      4,766



Recreation Director





    16,608



Assistant Recreation Director




    10,266



Deputy Registrar





      1,059



Tax Assessor






    68,885



Tax Collector






    19,722



Treasurer/QPA/Deputy CFO




      9,083

Zoning/Code Enforcement Official



    68,366


Seconded by Ms. Schaefer and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-15-06  RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE YEAR 2015 FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT


WHEREAS, certain employees of the Borough of North Plainfield are not covered by the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement and thus need to have their compensation established for calendar year 2015; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the following titles will receive the following compensation for calendar year 2015 as follows:



TITLE







     2015



Borough Clerk






$  71,189



Deputy Borough Clerk




    45,607


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio

Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

South Plainfield

NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ

Plainfield Area Humane Society, Plainfield, NJ

Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ

Various North Plainfield Residents

NJ State Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

John J. Sullivan, Jr., Esq.

Middlesex, NJ
	Various Communications, Advisories and News

Releases

Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts

Newsletters & Advisories

Various advisories and reports

Reports and Invoicing

Various advisories

Requests for painting of parking hash marks 

Former Shell Service Station 138455

Classification Exception Area

Alcoholic Beverage Retail Licensee

Clearance Certificate for Transfer



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the funding source for the Small Cities Loans.  Mr. Hollod explained this is a federally funded program that grants loans for economic incentives and improvement of properties in the downtown district.  Mr. D’Amore urged the Council to keep in mind the Borough’s median income of $64,000 during all salary negotiations.       
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano announced that the March 9 council meeting will be held at the North Plainfield Community Center to accommodate the family and friends of the newly promoted Police Officers as they will be sworn in at that meeting.  

Announcing that Swain’s had begun the process of re-framing the former Mayors’ pictures, Mr. Hollod noted they will be re-hung in the near future.  

Mr. Stabile shared his frustrations with an e-mail from a Borough resident stating that no citations had been issued to the owners of those vehicles left parked on the streets during the recent snow storms.  The councilman concluded by thanking the Department of Public Works for their efforts with the snow and ice storms.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Ms. Miller and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           2/23/15

