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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, March 23, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Keiona R. Miller (7:32 p.m.)   





Wendy Schaefer  





Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile   







Lawrence La Ronde, Council President 


Also Present: 
Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor



                 David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

ABSENT:

Council Members:
Everett Merrill (excused)  





Frank Righetti (excused)  
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Ms. Schaefer.              


Council President La Ronde requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.

The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 8, 2014.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on March 18, 2015 by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 12, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 9, 2015.

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 9, 2015:  All in favor.  

HEARING:

ORDINANCE NO. 15-04  
CALENDAR YEAR 2015 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)


The Clerk read the Ordinance by its title.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

Motion to close public comment by Mr. Stabile, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.

Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that an ordinance numbered 15-04 be adopted and advertised as required by statute. 

Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President La Ronde stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Ms. Miller presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

03-23-15-02a, b, c, d, e, f and g
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.

 
Seconded by Ms. Schaefer and on Roll Call carried all five voting aye.  


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 154.02, Lot 28   


283 Greenbrook Rd.  

Certificate #10-00146 issued 8/25/10.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 36, Lot 19   



162 Sandford Ave.  

Certificate #99-18 issued 10/19/99.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to create duplicate tax sale certificates as follows:

Block 57, Lot 23   



30-32 Whitewood Ave.  

Certificate #11-00067 issued 9/20/11

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for two years, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Milton S. Nuñez

17 Somerset Place

North Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02e  SUPPORTING THE 2015 UDRIVE, UTEXT, UPAY.  DISTRACTED DRIVING CRACKDOWN APRIL 1 – 21, 2015  

Whereas, distracted driving is a serious, life-threatening practice that is preventable; and

Whereas, distracted driving can result in injuries and deaths to all road users (motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists); and

Whereas, distracted driving occurs when drivers divert their attention away from the task of driving to focus on another activity instead; and

Whereas, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimates that at any given moment during daylight hours, 660,000 drivers are using hand-held cell phones while driving; and

Whereas, NHTSA further estimates that thousands of people are killed each year in distracted driving crashes and nearly a half million people are injured; and 
Whereas, the State of New Jersey will participate in the nationwide Distracted Driving 2015 Crackdown from April 1 - 21, 2015 in an effort to raise awareness and decrease driver distraction through a combination of enforcement and education; and

Whereas, the national slogan for the campaign is UDrive. UText. UPay; and

Whereas, a reduction in distracted driving in New Jersey will save lives on our roadways; now,

Therefore, be it resolved by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it supports the Distracted Driving 2015 Crackdown both locally and nationally from April 1 - 21, 2015 and pledges to increase awareness of the dangers of distracted driving.

RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02f   WHEREAS, the Senior Citizens Club of North Plainfield has been issued Identification No.  352-12-35033 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission and has applied for a Special Bingo License to be effective from October 21, 2014 through October 21, 2016; and

WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a Special Bingo License;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a Special Bingo License to the Senior Citizens Club of North Plainfield to be effective from October 21, 2014 through October 21, 2016.


RESOLUTION NO. 03-23-15-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 23rd day of March, 2015 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.
COMMUNICATIONS:

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Biennial Certification Form-Groundwater

VIP Honda

	Somerset County Office of Public Information

Somerville, NJ
	Various Communications, Advisories and News

Releases

	Richard K. Phoenix, RMC – Borough Clerk &

Chief Operator, WPQJ970 – 1630-AM Radio
	Calendar Updates and Advisories

Time-Sensitive Radio Scripts

	Tri-County Chamber of Commerce

South Plainfield, NJ
	Newsletters & Advisories

	NJ State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Various advisories and reports



	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Reports and Invoicing

	Local Government Services

Trenton, NJ

Tyree Environmental Corp.

Moorestown, NJ

Sustainable Raritan River Initiative

New Brunswick, NJ

Land Conservancy of NJ

Boonton, NJ

Trinity Environmental Services

Stroudsburg, PA

Public Service Electric & Gas

Newark, NJ

NJ State Dept. of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ

Somerset County Agricultural Development Bd.

Somerville, NJ

Downtown New Jersey

New Brunswick, NJ

Titus Surveying and Engineering

North Plainfield, NJ

Neglia Engineering

Lyndhurst, NJ

North Plainfield Board of Education
	Various advisories

Route 22 Getty Station

Newsletters

Grant Funding of Environmental Projects

Hahr Construction – Unrestricted Use

Help in Paying Heating Bills

PSE&G Energy Insights E-Newsletter

Earth Day and Environmental Education Week

National Agriculture Day

Newsletters

Chipotle Restaurant on Raymour & Flanigan

Site, Watchung

Warfield Road 

Drainage Easement Project

Vacancy on School Board



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  

Commenting on a Courier News article which detailed a brew pub recently opened in Middlesex, Mr. Stabile explained that older buildings are ideal for brew pub operation.  The Councilman further advised that North Plainfield is home to several older buildings which may be the ideal location for a brew pub.  


Mr. La Ronde requested discussion of the codification of the Borough code at the next meeting. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Jennifer Edge, 379 Malcolm Avenue, North Plainfield, urged the Council to address the enforcement of family daycare.  The Council President interjected that they are looking into the matter.

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after the status of the Master Plan and encouraged the inclusion of the Historic District.  Responding to Mr. D’Amore, Mr. Hollod advised there was no conflict regarding work done on the Villa Maria property.  Mr. D’Amore commended the Department of Public Works for their efforts with the excessive snow removal.      
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Reporting that St. Baldrick’s Day was held on Saturday, March 21 at the North Plainfield Fire Department, Mayor Giordano announced that more than $100,000 was raised for the St. Baldrick’s Foundation to help conquer childhood cancer.  The Recreation Department will hold an Easter Egg Hunt at Vermeule on March 28 at 2:00 p.m. and the Lions Club will host its annual pancake breakfast on March 29 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s Church, he announced.  The second annual Police Department vs. Fire Department Hockey Game to honor the memory of North Plainfield Firefighter Al LaJeunesse will be held April 11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Bridgewater Sports Arena and Clean Communities Day will be held May 2 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Community Center, he concluded.   
Ms. Miller announced that the Municipal Alliance Committee and the Youth Services Commission will meet March 24 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.

Ms. Schaefer thanked the Department of Public Works for their efforts with snow removal.

Mr. Singleterry commended the Fire Department for their St. Baldrick’s Day efforts.  

Mr. Stabile congratulated Captain Rob Beattie for his efforts with the St. Baldrick’s Day event.  

Mr. La Ronde reported that the Opening Day baseball and softball parade will be April 12.
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Miller, seconded by Ms. Schaefer and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President


                           3/23/15

