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DRAFT MINUTES
These are the Draft Minutes of the Agenda Conference of the
Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 8 June 2015.  
Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive 
and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is 
not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Council Chambers, 263 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

PRESENT:


Council Members:
Everett Merrill




Keiona R. Miller   
Frank Righetti

Wendy Schaefer

Douglas M. Singleterry 

Frank “Skip” Stabile (absent-excused)
Lawrence La Ronde, Council President 


Also Present: 

Michael Giordano, Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 
Anne Marie Rizzuto, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney 





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Councilman Righetti.             


Council President La Ronde requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.

   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 8, 2014.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 10, 2014, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 12, 2014 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

Fire Chief William Eaton expressed how indebted the town and the Department are to the dedicated individuals who serve.

Mayor Giordano administered the following Oaths of Office:

Fire Captain James DiPaolo

Fire Captain Richard Connolly

Fire Lieutenant Brian Martin

Fire Lieutenant Daniel Lawson

Fire Lieutenant Steven Dill

Fire Lieutenant James Reedman

                                              Probationary Firefighter/

                                        Emergency Medical Technician 
                 Chad Makowski

Council President La Ronde offered his congratulations to all receiving their Oaths of Office this evening, and called for a 5-minute recess at 7:45 p.m.

The Council President reconvened the meeting promptly at 7:50 p.m. with all six council members marked present at Roll Call still in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, called attention to conditions at 51-53 Willow Avenue which he said remained in violation of historic preservation standards.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Professional Services Agreements – D.E.H.

a. Suburban Consulting Engineers – DPW Facility Master Plan – Mr. Hollod

explained that the $28,000.00 project by Suburban was an important part of DPW’s plan for the future, now that the former Somerset County yard had been acquired by the Borough.  He explained that they would be dealing with an underground storage tank, providing improved access to the pumps dispensing motor fuel and adapting the new inclusive site to its optimum usage.  The Administrator added that all firms being considered for Professional Services Agreements this evening had met the state’s pay-to-play requirements.
b. Grotto Consulting Engineers – 2015 Municipal Engineering Services – Mr.
Hollod said that this $19,500.00 annual contract with Grotto would deal with basic engineering services required by the Borough.
c. Miskovich Consulting Engineers – Traffic Signal Modification (Somerset/Pearl
Streets) - Mr. Hollod affirmed that this is the only traffic signal under Borough  jurisdiction.  It needs updating to include walk/don’t walk signs.  It will be $32,500.00 to prepare the bid.

d. Hatch Mott MacDonald – 2015 General Engineering Services – The sewer

engineers are continuing their work in the Borough.  The $225,500.00 bill for their services will be offset in part by the County’s $100,000.00 Community Development Block Grant.  The balance will come from the sewer utilities budget.  The engineers will be involved in the digital mapping of the sewers.

Mr. La Ronde asked if the sewer lines in town were in bad condition, and Mr. Hollod explained that the sewer system is old, that the worst problems were near restaurants and where there is tree root infiltration.   The Borough has tried being proactive.  Sewers around town are televised before a road is completed, although there have been cases where Mr. Testa has been scrambled at the last minute.  Because of the infrastructure, work on some roads has been put on hold.


Ms. Rizzuto interjected that the Wilson Avenue project is being coordinated by David Testa.

2.
Resolution to Increase the LOSAP Contribution – D.E.H.  The Administrator commented that the LOSAP contribution recommendation had come from Chief Eaton and requires the consent of Council.  The Mayor explained that the town pays the increase in a deferred compensation plan for the call force.  Ms. Rizzuto opined that there is a maximum amount, and that North Plainfield remains under it due to its ordinance.  The Mayor concluded that eligibility requires meeting a certain percentage of calls over the year.
3.
Resolution to Award Bid for Recreation Court Improvements at Green Acres Park - 
D.E.H.   Mr.Hollod explained that the invitation to bid had been put out months ago.  Three bids

were received.  The Checchio bid was lowest, and they have worked for the Borough before. 
4.
Resolution to Award the Bid for the Wilson Avenue Roadway Improvements –
D.E.H.  Only one bid was received for this project.  Mr. Hollod suggested that the paucity of bids

could be indicative of an improved economy.  The Borough Engineer and Attorney agreed that

the bid from Cifelli & Sons from Nutley is within range, and they are prepared to move on it 
when school goes into summer recess.  The Mayor advised that part of the project would be 

covered by monies from the State Dept. of Transportation.


OLD BUSINESS:
1. Noise Ordinance – F.S.S.   Mr. Merrill advised that the topic would be tabled until the 
next agenda conference.
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS:  

Mr. Merrill reported on an inspiring Board of Education meeting recognizing the teachers’ backgrounds along with their dedication and enjoyment in teaching the Borough’s pupils.  He termed it a really nice event.
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.








Borough Clerk

Council President
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